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Bath salt abusers sometimes turn violent
Sheriff, concerned about 4 instances within the last 2 weeks, cautions deputies
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BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office says it has 
run into four incidents in-
volving bath salts and vio-
lence within the last two 
weeks.

And after three jailers at 
Franklin County Regional 
Jail were bitten by alleged 
users of the synthetic drug, 

Sheriff Pat Melton says he’s 
concerned about the safety 
of the community and law 
enforcement offi cers. 

“I’m very concerned about 
the effect it will have on the 
community and the depu-
ties and city offi cers’ safety,” 
Melton told The State Jour-
nal Thursday.

Melton says the issue has 
“unequivocally exploded.”

“I’ve told deputies to be 
aware of it and to be cau-
tious. Four instances in 10 
days to two weeks is pretty 
signifi cant.”

The incident during which 
the jailers were bit occurred 
while the suspects were be-
ing booked, but Melton did 
not elaborate.

Three of the four incidents 
were in Franklin County, 

Melton said. The fourth was 
in Woodford County.

“We got a call saying they 
(the offenders) bought it 
here and went back to use it 
in Versailles,” Melton said.

The names of the suspects 
in three of the incidents and 
the charges against them 
were not immediately avail-
able. Criminal charges in-
volving synthetic drugs, 

commonly known as bath 
salts, can pose diffi culties for 
police because of the ingre-
dients in them and whether 
those are illegal under state 
law.

The drug has been 
banned in Kentucky since 
state legislation was passed 
about six months ago, but 
Melton says this hasn’t 
stopped chemists from get-

ting it on the shelves.
“Once they leave out the 

one illegal ingredient it be-
comes legal again, and that 
is where we run into prob-
lems,” he said.

“The ingredients make it 
legal.

“And in each case they 
are very combative; it’s an 
issue,” he said. 

See BATH SALTS, A7
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Kate Hedden, an avian biologist with the Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources, holds a red-tailed hawk shortly after captur-
ing it Thursday morning off Lafayette Road. The hawk was injured 
Sunday when hit by a car. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY DEBBIE BRAMLAGE

A red-tailed hawk, who rescuers named Sunday, perches on brush off Lafayette Drive Thursday shortly before being rescued.

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

T
here was a hit-and-run Sunday on Lafayette 
Drive.

The victim was left in the middle of the 
road, injured and unable to move. Frankfort 

resident Jay Burdick drove by shortly after, stopped, 
got out of his car and carried her to the side of the 
road.

Then he called Ceci Mitchell, a member of the 
Frankfort Audubon Society. The victim was a red-
tailed hawk, and Burdick didn’t know what to do 
with her.

“Let nature take its course,” an avian biologist 
told Mitchell after visiting the accident site and see-
ing the hawk.

But Mitchell, along with several other raptor en-
thusiasts, wouldn’t let that happen. 

They couldn’t call the police; they couldn’t call 
the hospital – the victim had wings and claws, not 
hands and feet. 

So they decided to take matters into their own 
hands. 

See RESCUE, A7
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BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

The Kentucky Capital 
Development Corporation 
has named Assistant Direc-
tor Kim Smith as its interim 
executive director while it 
searches for ousted director 
Ralph Tharp’s replacement.

KCDC’s Board of Direc-
tors unanimously named 
Smith to the interim post at 
a Thursday meeting. She’s 
KCDC’s only employee and 
will earn a $70,000 salary.

But it’s nothing new for 
Smith, who’s been with the 
development authority since 
its inception nearly 17 years 
ago and held a similar posi-
tion when former Executive 
Director Phil Kerrick stepped 
down Dec. 31, 2009. 

Tharp wasn’t hired until 
October 2010, and Smith’s 
been handling some of the 
director’s job duties since 
the board declined to renew 
his contract in October.

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Frankfort Independent 
Schools is taking another 
step toward providing ev-
ery middle and high school 
student with a laptop by re-
questing state assistance to 
pay for Internet access.

Board of Education 
Chairman Paul Looney, 
who serves on the school 
district’s technology com-
mittee, told board members 
Thursday that applying for 
funding doesn’t lock FIS into 
the project. 

There’s a grace period 
to back out if district offi-
cials decide the venture is 

too costly, he said. If they 
do move forward, students 
could have their devices by 
August.

Representatives with Ap-
ple and Verizon have pitched 
their wares to the technol-
ogy committee, which Loo-
ney says is leaning toward 
the $99 netbooks Verizon of-
fered.

Access to 4G Internet 
would cost $42.99 per ma-
chine each month through 
Verizon – but that cost plum-
mets to $7.74 with state as-
sistance. The service can 
be dropped after the first 

See NETBOOKS, A7

See KCDC, A7

KCDC names assistant 
as interim director
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