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We are familiar with 
the rituals of all faiths

and often consult with the clergy.   
 

If you wish
you may pre-plan funeral arrangements 

and specify your religious preference.

We can also include
special ceremonies and rituals of 
fraternal orders in your service.

We invite you to call us anytime to 
discuss your plans and wishes.  

We are here to listen, to advise, 
to counsel, to help, to serve.

— A Tradition of Trust —

FAITH

270-707-2273
We accept Long-Term Care Insurance

Revival
March 25-28

Sunday Morning ... 11:00 AM
Sunday Night ... 6:00 PM

Mon.-Wed ... 7:00 PM
Guest Speaker: Pastor Neil Smith, Associate Pastor 

of Oasis World Outreach in Zephyrhills, FL

Northside Church of God
3620 Madisonville Rd., Hopkinsville

Pastor Smith’s Ministry is one of evangelistic fervor, prophetic in nature
and pastoral compassion. His message is one of revival and renewal, of last
day empowerment for the church to reach the world in a relevant manner.

Cora Carolyn Stokes, 73, Gracey,
died at 11:17 p.m. Monday, March
19, 2012, at Jennie Stuart Medical
Center of natural causes.

Services will be at 11 a.m.
Saturday at Lamb Funeral Home
with Bradley Cornelius officiating.
Burial will be in Powell Cemetery,
LaFayette.

Visitation will be from 5 until 8
p.m. Friday at the funeral home.
A native of Christian County, she

was born Sept. 9, 1938, the daughter
of the late Winfield Scott and Sally
Cora Hargis Killebrew.
She worked in assembly at Douglas
Autotech and shipping at Mid
Continent Spring for 21 years.
She was a member of Southside
Church of Christ and attended
Gracey West Union Baptist Church.

She was preceded in death by a
grandson, Joseph Joey Turner, Jr.

Survivors include her daughter,
Lisa C. Herbert, Hopkinsville; two
sons, David A. Turner, Gracey, and
Joseph D. Turner, Hopkinsville; her
grandchildren, Ginger Turner Sims,
Cayce Turner, Robert Turner,
Joshua Turner, Jennifer Turner,

Aaron Rowe, Michael Rowe
Carolyn Rowe and Laura Hebert
Rodriguez and two great-grandchil-
dren, Mason Turner and McKalee
Sims.

Memorials may be made to Gracey
West Union Baptist Church.

Paid for by family

CAROLYN STOKES

ROBERT BABBAGE
Robert Babbage, 58, 301 S.

Campbell St., died at 8:21
p.m. Tuesday, March 20,
2012, at his home of  natural
causes.

Services will be at 11:30
a.m. today at SS. Peter and
Paul Catholic Church with
Richard Meredith officiat-
ing.

Burial will be in Green
Hill Memorial Garden.

There will be a rosary
service at 10:30 a.m. and a
Mass at 11:30 a.m. today at
the church.

Brooks Haven Memorial
Funeral Home is in charge
of  arrangements.

A native of  Hopkinsville,
he was born April 3, 1953,
the son of  the late Edward
Babbage and Thelma Mer-
cer.

He was a retired morti-
cian and a member of  SS.
Peter and Paul Catholic
Church.

Surivors include his son,
Edward (Brooke) F. Bab-
bage, New York; and his
daughter, Kristin Babbage,
Louisville.

JAMES OLDEN
James Olden, 58, Prince-

ton, died Wednesday, March
21, 2012, at Baptist East Hos-
pital, Louisville, of  natural
causes.

Services will be at 1 p.m.
Tuesday at Morgan’s Fu-
neral Home in Princeton
with the Rev. Ronnie Spry
officiating.

Burial will be in O’Hara
Cemetery.

Visitation is from 11 a.m.
until 1 p.m. Tuesday at the
funeral home.

A native of  Caldwell
County, he was born March
13, 1953, the son of  the late
James Russell and Berchie
Cornelius Olden.

He was a member of  First
United Methodist Church.

Survivors include his
son, Charles Riley, Prince-
ton; five daughters, Mrs.
Patrick (Ashley) Riley,
Princeton, Sharon Hopson,
DeVona Riley, Jeneen Riley
and Tamika Copeland, all
of  Hopkinsville; five broth-
ers, Bill (Ginny) Russell,
Donald (Marliyn) Olden
and Ernest (Brenda) Olden,
all of  Princeton, James
Russell, California, Tony
Guthrie, Indianapolis;
three sisters, Mary Jackson
Foster, Madisonville, Debra
Russell Hollowell, Paducah,
and Glenda Russell, Hop-
kinsville; and 16 grandchil-
dren.

MARY MADELINE COTTON
Mary Madeline Cotton,

91, Princeton, died at 3:55
p.m. Thursday, March 22,
2012, at Caldwell Medical
Center of  natural causes.

Services will be at 2:30
p.m. Sunday at Morgan’s
Funeral Home in Princeton
with the Revs. Jimmy
Fuller and Patrick Yates of-
ficiating.

Burial will be in Eddy
Creek Church Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 4
until 8 p.m. today at the fu-
neral home.

A native of  Caldwell
County, she was born Dec. 7
1920, the daughter of  the
late Charlie and Cordie
Stevens Gray.

She was a homemaker
and a member of  Blue
Springs Baptist Church.

She was preceded in
death by her husband, Ken-
neth “Popeye” Winston Cot-
ton.

Survivors include three
sons, Ralph (Linda) Cotton,
Caldwell County, Charlie
Cotton and Ricky (Belinda)
Cotton, both of  Princeton;
her daughter, Mrs. Gary
(Janice) Cook, Princeton;
five grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.RICHARD ADKINS

Richard Adkins, 59, Holly
Street, died at 9 a.m. Friday,
March 23, 2012, at his home
of  natural causes.

Arrangements are incom-
plete at Maddux-Fuqua-
Hinton Funeral Home.

The New Era publishes obituaries free
of charge as a public service. Informa-
tion is provided by funeral homes and
occasionally families. Information
from families, however, also must in-
clude the name of the funeral home
handling arrangements. Obituaries
may be edited for length and style. 
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MIAMI (AP) — Wearing a
hoodie. Listening to music and
talking on his cellphone. Picking
up Skittles for his soon-to-be step-
brother. Friends say that’s how
they would have imagined 17-year-
old Trayvon Martin on a Sunday
afternoon.

Starting a fight? Possibly high
on drugs and up to no good? No,
friends say that description of
Martin from the neighborhood
crime-watch volunteer who shot
and killed the unarmed black
teenager doesn’t match the young
man they knew.

“There’s no way I can believe
that, because he’s not a confronta-
tional kid,” said Jerome Horton,
who was one of  Martin’s former
football coaches and knew him
since he was about 5. “It just
wouldn’t happen. That’s just not
that kid.”

Martin was slain in the town of
Sanford on Feb. 26 in a shooting
that has set off  a nationwide furor
over race and justice. Neighbor-
hood crime-watch captain George
Zimmerman, whose father is
white and mother is Hispanic,
claimed self-defense and has not
been arrested, though state and
federal authorities are still inves-
tigating.

Since his death, Martin’s name
and photographs — in football jer-
seys, smiling alongside a baby, and
staring into the camera in a gray

hoodie — have been held up by
civil rights leaders and at rallies
stretching from Miami to New
York demanding Zimmerman’s ar-
rest.

On Friday, President Barack
Obama called the shooting a
tragedy, vowed to get to the bottom
of  the case, and added: “When I
think about this boy, I think about
my own kids.”

Since the slaying, a portrait has
emerged of  Martin as a laid-back
young man who loved sports, was
extremely close to his father, liked
to crack jokes with friends and, ac-
cording to a lawyer for his family,
had never been in trouble with the
law.

The son of  divorced parents, he
grew up in working-class neigh-
borhoods north of  Miami’s down-
town. He and his father, a truck
driver, were active in the Miramar
Optimist Club, an organization
that runs sports and academic pro-
grams for young people. Tracy
Martin, the teen’s father, coached
his son’s football team.

The boy was a swift athlete, ac-
cording to a friend, and played a
range of  positions up to about age
14. After he stopped playing, he re-
mained active in the organization,
volunteering six days a week from
June through November of  last
year to help run the team’s conces-
sion stand.

Martin cooked hamburgers, hot

dogs and chicken wings alongside
his father at the stand. He loved
talking to the kids, asking them
what position they played and
whether they were good, Horton
recalled. He would call the moth-
ers “Ma’am,” and if  they had a
stroller or an item they needed
help with, Martin stepped in.

“Everyone out there loved him,”
Horton said.

Martin was tall and lanky —
only 140 pounds, according to the
family’s attorney — and his nick-
name was “Slimm.”

The teen spent a big part of  his

week living with his father in a
one-story, peach-colored home.
Neighbor Fred Collins Jr. said he
would see Trayvon Martin outside
every week mowing the lawn and
trimming the trees. The teen also
helped Collins’ son learn how to
ride a bike.

“He was coaching him, giving
him words of  advice, encourage-
ment,” Collins said.

No one answered the door on a
recent afternoon, and a child’s
plastic tricycle sat in the driveway.

Tracy Martin often recounted
how his son saved his life. The
elder Martin had begun heating up
some oil to fry fish and fell asleep.
The grease caught fire, and when
Tracy Martin awoke and tried to
put out the flames, he spilled the
oil on his legs, severely burning
himself. Trayvon Martin pulled
his father out of  the home and
called 911.

Martin’s parents kept a close eye
on him, but they didn’t have to be
too strict, since he stayed out of
trouble, Collins said. 

However, he had recently been
suspended from school for five
days for tardiness, his English
teacher, Michelle Kypriss, told the
Orlando Sentinel. School officials
did not respond to a request for
comment.

Martin’s father was not happy
and grounded the teen for the du-
ration of  the suspension.

Slain teen’s friends say he never picked a fight

ASSOCIATED PRESS

This undated file family photo shows
Trayvon Martin. Martin was slain in the
town of Sanford, Fla., on Feb. 26 in a shoot-
ing that has set off a nationwide furor over
race and justice. 

Rivera: Teen’s hoodie

had role in death
NEW YORK (AP) —

Fox News Channel
commentator Geraldo
Rivera said Friday that
the hoodie an unarmed
black teenager wore
when he was killed in
Florida is as much re-
sponsible for his death
as the man who shot
him. The veteran TV
personality, speaking
on “Fox & Friends,”
waded in with an opin-
ion on the shooting of
Trayvon Martin, a
story that has attracted
national attention over
the past month. He
later acknowledged
that his comments
were “politically incor-
rect.”

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Charges filed Friday
against Army Staff  Sgt.
Robert Bales reflect the
horror of  the crime: 17
counts of  premeditated
murder, more than half  of
them children, during a
shooting rampage in
southern Afghanistan. But
while Afghans are calling
for swift and severe pun-
ishment, it will likely be
months, even years, before
the public ever sees Bales
in a courtroom.

One only has to look at
two recent and similarly
high-profile cases to see
that the wheels of  military
justice turn slowly.

It’s been nearly 29
months since an Army
psychiatrist, Maj. Nidal
Hasan, allegedly killed 13
and injured two dozen
more at Fort Hood, Texas.
His trial is scheduled to
begin in June. And it’s
been 21 months since the
military charged intelli-
gence analyst Bradley
Manning with leaking
hundreds of  thousands of
pages of  classified infor-
mation. It took nine
months before he was

deemed competent to stand
trial.

The Bales case is likely to
be equally complex, involv-
ing questions of  his mental
state and the role that the
stresses of  war and possi-
ble previous head injuries
may have played in his al-
leged actions. Most of  the
eyewitnesses are the
Afghan villagers and sur-
vivors who may be brought
in for the trial.

The military on Friday
charged Bales with 17
counts of  murder, six
counts of  attempted mur-
der and six counts of  as-
sault in the March 11
pre-dawn massacre in two
southern Afghanistan vil-
lages near his base. The fa-
ther of  two from Lake
Tapps, Wash., was offi-
cially informed of  the 29
charges just before noon at
the U.S. military prison at
Fort Leavenworth, Kan.,
where he is confined.

The maximum punish-
ment for a premeditated
murder conviction is
death, dishonorable dis-
charge from the armed
forces, reduction to the
lowest enlisted grade and

total forfeiture of  pay and
allowances, according to
Col. Gary Kolb, a
spokesman for U.S. forces
in Afghanistan. The
mandatory minimum sen-
tence is life imprisonment
with the chance of  parole.

The charges offered few
details of  what happened
that night. But the 38-year-
old soldier is accused of
walking off  his base with
his 9mm pistol and M-4
rifle, which was outfitted
with a grenade launcher,
killing four men, four
women, two boys and
seven girls and burning
some of  the bodies. The
ages of  the children were
not disclosed.

In the most detailed de-
scriptions of  the shootings
to date, the charges say
Bales shot a young girl in
the head, a young boy in
the thigh, a man in the
neck and a woman in the
chest and groin. The docu-
ments also say that he
“shot at” another girl and
boy, but apparently did not
hit them.

The attack occurred in
the Panjwai district of
Kandahar Province, the

spiritual birthplace of  the
Taliban. The dead bodies
were found in Balandi and
Alkozai villages — one
north and one south of  the
base.

Members of  the Afghan
delegation investigating
the killings said one
Afghan guard working
from midnight to 2 a.m.
saw a U.S. soldier return to
the base around 1:30 a.m.
Another Afghan soldier
who replaced the first and
worked until 4 a.m. said he
saw a U.S. soldier leaving
the base at 2:30 a.m. It’s un-
known whether the
Afghan guards saw the
same U.S. soldier. If  the
gunman acted alone, infor-
mation from the Afghan
guards would suggest that
he returned to base in be-
tween the shooting ram-
pages.

It also is not known
whether the suspect used
grenades, Kolb said. The
grenade launcher attach-
ment is added to the stan-
dard issue M-4 rifle for
some soldiers but not all,
he said. Bales was assigned
to provide force protection
at the base.

Army sergeant charged in Afghan massacre

Army says PTSD treatable; 

some diagnosed return to war
SAN DIEGO (AP) — It is still not

known if  the soldier accused of  killing 17
Afghans was ever diagnosed with post-
traumatic stress disorder — but even if
he had been, that alone would not have
prevented him from being sent back to
war.

The Army diagnosed 76,176 soldiers
with PTSD between 2000 and 2011. 

Of  those, 65,236 soldiers were diag-
nosed at some stage of  their deployment.

Many returned to the battlefield after
mental health providers determined
their treatment worked and their symp-
toms had gone into remission, Army offi-
cials and mental health professionals
who treat troops say. 

The Army does not track the exact
number in combat diagnosed with PTSD
nor those who are in combat and taking
medicine for PTSD.

The case of  Sgt. Robert Bales has
sparked debate about whether the Army
failed in detecting a soldier’s mental in-
stability or pushed him too far. 


