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IRONTONFinally.
That was the word on every-

one’s lips Thursday when two
governors, a
host of  digni-
taries and curi-
ous townspeople
assembled in
downtown Iron-
ton to celebrate
the start of con-
struction on a
new bridge
across the Ohio River to Russell.
Ohio Gov. John Kasich and

Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear,
along with Ohio transportation
department officials and local of-
ficials from both sides of the river,
heaved a figurative sigh of relief
while tossing ceremonial shovels
of  sand at the foot of  the old
bridge.
Work has already begun clear-

ing banks, drilling abutment
shafts and laying pier founda-
tions for the $81 million bridge,
which will span the river between

the U.S. 23 viaduct in Russell and
Second and Jefferson streets in
Ironton.
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Who’s the best?
Let the debate 
begin on which
Kentucky title
team is tops.
Sports / B1

By SHANNON MILLER
The Independent

ASHLAND The Ashland Board of
City Commissioners on Thursday
gave first reading to an ordinance
creating the position of  fire mar-
shal and changing the job require-
ments for two fire inspectors who
will be joining the city’s fire de-
partment.
Fire marshal is a new supervisor

position created to oversee fire pre-
vention. Creation of  the position
was recommended by McGrath
Consulting, who conducted a re-
view and assessment of  the fire de-
partment last year. Someone with-
in the fire department will be pro-
moted to fire marshal, while the
two inspector positions will be
filled by civilians, said Fire Chief
Scott Penick. He said he hopes to
have the fire marshal position filled
by July.
Fire inspectors must go through

an application and testing process,
so those positions will take longer
to fill, Penick said.
“We’re hoping we might find

someone interested who already
has the certifications so they won’t
have to go through that process,”
said Ashland Director of  Human
Resources Deborah Musser.
Having those positions filled will

mean a lot for the safety of  busi-
nesses and citizens, Musser said. It
will allow the fire department to be
more pro-active about fire preven-
tion. For example, the new inspec-
tors will be able to go out in the
community and teach about fire
prevention. All new businesses al-
so will undergo fire inspections in
addition to the required property

City to
create
fire
marshal
position

By JOHN CANNON
The Independent

ASHLANDDave Roever, who was
severely wounded and perma-
nently scarred when a grenade
he was preparing to throw ex-
ploded in his hand while serving
in Vietnam in July 1969, told
those at Thursday’s 15th annual
National Day of  Prayer Break-

fast at King’s
Daughters Med-
ical Center he
was proud of  his
“scars and
stripes” and “I
wouldn’t change
a day of  my life.”
Roever (pro-

nounced Ree-ver)
said the injury that nearly took
his life has enabled him to em-
pathize with scores of  other in-
jured soldiers in a ministry that
continues as he serves the mili-
tary through a “resilience” pro-
gram that includes camps for re-
turning soldiers he operates in
Colorado and Texas.
“Life is not fair,” Roever told

Scarred
veteran
wouldn’t
change a
thing in life
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ROEVER

Bridge building, ‘finally’
Governors Beshear, Kasich
participate in groundbreaking
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Kentucky and Ohio officials throw shovels of sand into the air at the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Ironton-Russell bridge on Thursday
in Ironton.  

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

ASHLAND Buying down-
town property can be both
a business investment and
a lifestyle investment, ac-
cording to a local couple
who are remodeling a
Winchester Avenue build-
ing.
Dr. Matthew Pierzola

and his wife Samantha re-
cently bought the former
Stump’s Hallmark store;
they have rented the first
floor to a screen printing
business and are convert-
ing the upstairs floor into
a loft apartment.
It is their first venture

into downtown real estate
and their first construc-
tion project. They had
been looking for proper-
ties in the neighborhood
around Hager Elementary
but when they saw the
Hallmark building and its
very attractive price tag,
they snapped it up.
They are remodeling

the loft for Samantha Pier-
zola’s parents, who are re-

tired and downsizing from
their four-bedroom house
with its acre of grass.
Her parents are travel

buffs and want a home
base that is small and

close to grandchildren.
Conversations with oth-

er downtown investors
convinced them to take
the plunge. “It’s a kind of
a club you join when you

take on something like
this,” said Matthew Pier-
zola, a physician.
“There’s an energy and

a bit of a buzz downtown,”
said Samantha Pierzola, a

teacher turned full-time
homemaker.
“We see new businesses

going in and we’re proud
to be a part of it.”
With some 600 square

feet to work with in the
loft, the Pierzolas have had
to incorporate space-sav-
ing features. They gutted
it completely, down to the
brick walls, which now
give the interior a ruddy
glow in the morning light
coming through tall win-
dows.
With the ceiling torn

out, they saw and liked the
original massive ceiling
joists, so they left them ex-
posed as well.
After rewiring and re-

plumbing, they added
kitchen equipment, a
highly efficient heating
and air conditioning unit
which they tucked in a
space near the ceiling, and
a tankless toilet in the
bathroom.
Downtown living has a

lot to offer young people

Couple says downtown a great place to live
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Matthew and Samantha Pierzola pose in the loft apartment they are converting on
Winchester Avenue downtown.
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Construction of the new Ironton-
Russell bridge has started on the

Kentucky side of the river.  
KEVIN GOLDY / THE INDEPENDENT
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““This new bridge

has been on the
minds of the citizens

of Ironton and
Russell for a long,

long time.”

William Hopkins Mayor of Russell

HOPKINS


