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School officials announced today

the employment of 287 degree
teachers, indicating a sharp in-

crease in the number of qualified
teachers in the schools next fall.

By this time last year only 264
degree teachers had been employ-
ed.

State law requires the hiring of
all qualified personnel before
emergency teachers may be hired.

Dave L. Craft
and Assistant Ken-

dall Boggs both agreed it appears
'likely, on the numbers of degree
teachers who have applied, that
there will be far fewer than the
present 38 emergency teachers in
the county school system next
year.

Superintendent Craft iaid he was
pleased that the schools have been
able to hire so many degree teach- -
.ers so early in the year, and said
.he sees the time coming in a year
or so when no emergency teachers
will have to be employed.

Crait and Boggs listed tne follow-
ing as degree teachers who have
been hired:

Bobby M. Adams, Carla Jean
Adams, Carol Jean Adams, Car-
ol Yvonne Adams, Letha B.

Mildred S. Adams, Paul-
ine B. Adams, Richard Adams,
Ruby C. Adams, Sarah A. Adams,
S. Arthur Adams, Virgil Adams.

Cora Addington, Goldie Aldridge,
Frances Amburgey, Manuel Ambur-ge- y,

Preston M. Armstrong, Jimmy
Arthur, Loretta M. Arthur, Alice
Asher, Beulah Back, Hazel Ann
Back, Nola H. Back, Sandra Ann
Back, Virgie H. Back, William
D. Back; willfc Back, Barbara
Baker, Cordell Baker, Ann L.
Banks, Billy K. Banks, Edrie
Backs, Hattie Banks, Jackson D.
Banks, R. Edgar Banks, Ruby
Banks, William Banks, Muriel
Barger, D. B. Barker, Inez Bark-
er, Creeda Bates, Eunice Bates,
Gardner Bates, Jr., Doris E. Bent-le- y;

Helen N. Bentley.
Delores Balir, Sue C. Blair,

Vera E. Blair, Carl Boggs, Elsie
B. Boggs, Ida Lillian Boggs', Lena
S. Boggs, Lowell Boggs, Ray
Boggs, WilUmae Boggs, Vessie J.
Bowen, Donald E.Ecwling, Faith
A. Bowling, Wayne Bowling,
Merlin Bard ley; Lelah H. Branson,
Begie L. Breeding, Bradley R.
Breeding, Carolyn Sue Breeding,
Joy Wray Breeding, Shirley F.
Breeding, Wm. Woodford Breed-

ing, Billy Royce Brown, Carol
F. Brown, Lovette Brown, Phillip
Brown, Jack M. Burkich

Varon Campbell, Barbara S.
Carroll, Beckham Caudill, Billie
Jo Caudill, Freda Caudill, General
Caudill, Herman Caudill, Monroe
Caudill, Ruby M. Caudill, Sadie
Caudill, Vehson Caudill, Virginia
Caudill, Cleve Collier, Iva A.
Collier, Anne C. Collins, Betty
Jo Collins.

Cleve Collins, Corsie C. Collins,
Edwin Dale Collins, Frances Coll-
ins; Gladys Collins, Hiram B.
Collins, Jlmmie Neil Collins,
Louise V; Collins, Robert Collins,
Wanda Faye Collins, Virginia a
Combs, Warren G. Combs, Charles
Cook, Ritter Ann Cook, Ted R.
Corder, ElWood Cornett, Glenna
Sharon Cornett, Harold Coroett,
Hetty B. Cornett, Madeline Corn
ett, Reva B. Cornett, Sylvia Gay
Cornett, Verna S. Cornett, Dallas
June Craft, Elizabeth Ann Craft,
Glenna P. Craft, Hazel W. Craft,
Lake C. Craft, Dorsey Crase, Til-de- n in

Crase. .

Flossie Cunningham, Bonnie B.
Day, Frances M. Day, Juanita S.
Day, Bernice M. Dixon, Louisa L.
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FROM HERE VIA
This picture intended to remind all Letcher Countians

that they have cordial invitation to come in and get
with the county's new and library

facilities in Jenkins and during the current
National Library Week.

land conservation program
costing $747,000 has been ap-
proved for 27 Eastern
Counties, including Letcher.

U. S. Senator John Sherman
Cooper the program will
help farmers in the counties con-
trol and prevent erosion, develop
gooa son practices, control tne
water and improve woodland pro- -
duction.

Farmers may obtain $50.00 an
acre for up to 50 acres, If they

in the program. Those
participating will build small
dams, ponds, ditches, and other
soil structures to use water pro-
perly.

This will result in the
of cropland and pasture

land and will help make farms
ng in areas where

flooding and erosion have pre-
vented it. Cooper said.

The program will be adminis-
tered by tne Agricultural Stab-ilati- on

and Service
(ASCS) through State and county

The Soil
Service also will play a

major role, along with the state
division of forestry.

The April Grand Jury has turned
in its final report without any
mention of the conditions at the

School.
The jury was instructed to check

to see whether the school was still
fire hazard by Circuit Judge J.

L. Hays, The January Grand Jury
had left Instructions that the next
jury should review its findings that
the school buildings were fire
ards and report to the judge.

Judge Hays also directed the jury
to check to see whether streams
in the county are being polluted.

Neither subject was mentioned
the jury's short final report.

The jury returned the

Will Wadkins, shooting and
wounding; Carl D. Maxie, as-
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Just how Letcher county will
participate in the program has
been the subjectof recept con-
ferences between representatives
of the various agencies.

It has been decided that a pilot
project will be undertaken on
the watershed of two small creeks
which constitute the head of
Rockhouse. A boundary of some
8,000 acres, embracing Mill
Creek and Steven's Creek, has
been selected.

Costs have been estimated at
$68,000.

Details currently are being
worked out by Harry Nadler,
of the Kentucky Department
of Natural .'Resources, and Rob-

ert Reynolds of the USDA. They
met here with Ruby Watte, dis-

trict official of the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation
Service; Cecil Hensley, soil
conservationist; Myrel Brown,
chairman; B. R. Adams, vice-chairm-

Cecil Caudill, office
manager, and B. B. Banks, all
of the Letcher County ASCS,
and Lyle Shoemaker, district
forester for the Kentucky divis ion
of forestry.

assault with a deadly weapon;
Maxietta Coal Co., Don Nice-wond- er,

polluting a stream.
George Henry Potter, shooting

and wounding; Homer Hill, as-

sault and battery; Garner Binge,
flourishing a deadly weapon;
Paul McDonald, abandonment of
minor child; Aulbert Caudill,
knowingly receiving stolen pro- -

pey; Omer Ross, failure to com- -
ply with court orders relative to
support oi Ms minor cm idren.

Larry Collins, child abandon-
ment; James R, Stambough, aban-
donment of minor children; Fult-
on Combs, Jr. , failure to comply
with court orders relative to sup-

port of minor children.
Walter Bailey, abandoning his

pregnant wife, leaving her in
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$223, 000 BUILDING

SET FOR HIGH SCHOOL
Letcher County has received

approval of plans to spend feder-

al funds totaling $223,000 to
build a new library and cafeteria
for Whitesburg High School.

Superintendent of Schools Dave
L. Craft said approval was re-

ceived Monday. Immediately,
he said, architects went to work
on building plans.

Craft said the structure will be
located close to the present high
school building, and that it will
be a large structure providing
what may be Eastern Kentucky's
largest school cafeteria and li-

brary.
Eventually, Craft said, class-

rooms will be built onto the new
building, and the old high school
building will be torn down.

The new Ubrrry-cafeter- ia is
an outgrowth of events which
started when the Letcher County
Grand Jury in January charged
that the old high school building
was a filthy, unhealthy fire-tra- p

which was not safe for use by
students.
The grand jury report touched of

off a series of mass meetings of
Whitesburg area parents, wno de-

manded action to protect their
children from fire and health haz-
ards.

Whitesburg Fire Chief Remious
Day then formally condemned the
high school building as a fire trap,
the building was padlocked, and
classes were suspended. At the
same time, County Health Direct-
or Dr. Richard F. Keeler emerg-
ency action on the part of school
officials to clean, up the restrooms,
provide soap and towels, and re-

move years to accumulated dir t
and trash.

During a series of meetings be-

tween parents, city officials, lo-

cal school officials, state school
officials and local and state health
officials, several steps were taken
as emergency safety measures and
the schools were re -- opened on a
temporary basis.

The second floor of the high
school building, which housed the
school study hall and library, was
sealed off from further student use.
Fire doors were installed in the
stairwells of the grade school build-
ing, and window panes adjoining
fire escapes were replaced with
heat-resiste- nt glass. Restrooms
were cleaned and repaired.

The cafeteria, located in the
basement of the high school'build-in- g

and serving both grade and
high school students, was ed

temporarily for the remain-
der of the school year eve n though
state education officials and fire
inspectors had charged it was a
rats nest and, in the words of one
top state education official, the
worst fire trap in any Kentucky
school building.

The end result has been that
the school auditorium, itself a
firetrap located in the grade build-
ing, was converted Into a make-
shift library and study hall for use
by high school students, and the
school gymnasium, also condemned
for its filth and as a firetrap, also
was put to use as a study hall.

School was resumed and has con-
tinued on this makeshift basis.
However, County Health Officer
Dr. Keeler and Fire Chief Remious
Day have issued clear warnings to
school officials that they will not
permit use either the high school
building or the grade school build-
ing beyond June 30 unless school
officials show proof they will
bring the buildings up to safety
and health standards.

One outgrowth of the events was

the formation of a citizens comm-
ittee, headed by insurance adjust-o- r

Gene L. Moore, to seek means
of obtaining new buildings.

The citizens committee heJ
numerous conferences with local
school officials. They agreed up-

on a plan under which federal
Title I funds would be used to
build a new and enlarged Whites-
burg consolidated grade school
which would serve both the Whites-
burg need and would consolidate
ana eliminate some two dozen
one and two-roo- m schools in rur-

al areas of the county.
The plan was taken to state ed-

ucation officials in Frankfort, who
promptly rejected it without ser-

ious consideration.
The citizens committee and lo-

cal officials then turned to the
idea of a library-cafeter- ia build-
ing as the second-be- st plan, and
it was this idea that has been ap-

proved.
Meantime, School Board Chair-

man Dr. B. F. Wright asked five
members of the citizens group
to serve as a special school fin-

ance committee to seek funds

to finance new schools.
This committee, headed by

automobile dealer Russell Price,
has recommended that the county
board utilize two new tax sources
made possible by recent legislative
actions.

One recommendation was that
the board increase property tax
assessments by 10 per cent this
year and by another 10 per cent
next year.

The finance committee further
recommended that the board adopt
the highest of four local option taxes
recently authorized by the legislat-
ure.

Estimates are that the two tax
moves would produce about
$150,000 annually. This would
be sufficient to increase teacher
salaries by $200 annually and to
finance a large new school build-
ing program through issuance of
revenue bonds.

Craft this week said school of-

ficials had been with Whitesburg
Municipal Housing otiicials and
had re -- affirmed tne board's in
tention to purchase a large tract
of land in the city urban renewal
project for use as a site for a new
Whitesburg consolidated grade
school.

Present thinking is to break up
the 1500 student grade and high
school campus into two campuses,
one for the grade school and one
for the high school.

New grade facilities would be
built on the urban renewal site,
while present facilities would be
replaced or remodeled for high
school use.

Craft commented he hopes
that all of this can be accomplish-
ed within the next two or three
years.

Meantime, Craft said, the
school system expecte to take
bids within the next few weeks
for the new Whitesburg Vocat-
ional School to be built in the
Pine Mountain Junction area.
This structure, a branch of the
Hazard Vocational School, will
be financed with funds from the
Appalachian Regional Commiss-
ion.

PICKETING QUIET
Status of the coal mine strike

in Letcher County was mixed to-
day.

South-Eas- t Coal Company mines
were operating but were being
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