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Community Mia
(From the Floyd County Times, Prestonsbur'g)

The Council on Public Higher Education, composed largely of those
"old pros, " the college presidents, is making It as hard as possible
for Governor Combs to carry through his dream of a system of com-
munity colleges In Kentucky.

Some of these same college presidents approved the community
college plan when the bill authorizing these educational institutions
was Introduced in the' General Assembly. If any opposed it, they did
an excellent job of concealing their opposition. Dr. Frank Dickey,
president of the University of Kentucky, demurred only till it was
agreed that the community colleges would be a part of the University
at Kentucky.

But circumstances alter cases, they say. No longer is there the
slightest danger of legislative action which would set up thesoall-e- d

chancellor system suggested by the Governor's Commission on
inblicHigherEducation. Thought of such a plan, which would have
left the control and coordinating of all higher-educati- on in Kentucky
to a State Board composed of laymen, with each college president
left the rather fulltime job of working on his own campus, with his
uwn faculty and students rather than log-rolli- ng andpolitickingin
Frankfort and all overtalk of such a plan brought shudders to the
"old pros. " But all that talk is dead, or dormant; now and so the
college presidents start banging away on. their own.

Nov; they're dissatisfied. . . after the bill creating the community
collegeshas for almost a year been law; after the people of Prestons-
burg and Floyd county, for example, gaye till it hurt to buy a col-
lege site; after the site here had been paid for; after the preliminary
plans for the college here had been prepared and submitted for ap-

proval; after the people of this and other counties of Eastern Ke-
ntuckyand, for that matter, of all Kentucky had entertained the.
idea that a standard two-ye- ar college would be located here and at
those other points named in the bill authorizing the several institu-
tions.

They are dissatisfied and would change things after the University
of Kentucky sent top administrative personnel here, including Dr.
Peterson, to tell a representative delegation that the site is good, that
the college will be staffed by top instructors, that an option should
be held on more land and even after the University had submitted
in writing, not only the physical needs to be met hut also the types
of programs "designated by policy of the University. "

These types ofprograms included general two-ye- ar freshman and
sophomore level residence credit courses to a maximum of 67 hours,
as well as technical and training and programs of
a general cultural nature.

Now, this week, almost a full year after the General Assembly al-
most

"
unanimously approved the community-colleg- e plan, the col-

lege presidents mount an attack against it.
If daily newspaper reports are correct, this, briefly, is the burden

of their complaint:
Dr. A.. A. Page, immediate past president of Pikeville College:
High schools should be improved tint. Some of the high schools

in Pike-count- "aren't fit to house a dog in. "
(We ask would Dr. Page say that Pikeville college has .been wast-

ed, these 60 or more years, on a region because the high school
buildings aren't the best? Would he say that finer physical properties
are more important than better high school teachers and more ed-
ucational opportunity to those who graduate from high school?)

Dr. Kelly Thompson, of Western Kentucky State College, Bowling
Green:

"This Council has never advocated any one of the community col-
leges that is being built. "

(To which we add that it is quite possible the Council as such did
not advocate the community-colleg- e system. But neither did the in-
dividual members stand up ana speak against it at the time they
should have spoken, if at all. )

Let Dr. Robert R. Martin's reported comment conclude this review I

"The great tragedy is we've mininterpreted the junior-colle- ge move-
ment. It was calculated to ease pressure on the senior colleges. But
ithas appealed more to local pridethe desire to get a mental fac-

tory or a shirt factory than on whether there's a real need.
"If U. K. had placed an extension center downtown in Lexington

it would have attracted more students than in faraway places.
"We have 200 Fayette county students at Eastern and I suspect they

would have gone to U. K. (if space had been available in Lexing-
ton.) We've missed the idea historically. "

Martin's comments (according to the Courier-Journ- al, ) were sec-
erned by Dr. Doran, president of Morehead State College, who
said. Colleges ought to be extended in the community where
colleges are.

Indeed, Dr. Martini The great tragedy, as we see the matter, is
that the president of Eastern Kentucky State Col lege has misinterpreted
the community-colle- ge plan more sadly than any other.

It was not designed, primarily, to ease the
"
load on his college, or

Dr. Doran's, or Dr Dickey's, or any other. It was designed, above
all, to take higher education to the people, to make it possible for
hard-press- ed parents to send their sons and daughters to college for
at least two years, to give them at least half a chance.

Is Dr. Martin quoted aright? Did he and Dr. Doran mean to infer
that these colleges should not be built, away from their own cam-
puses or at some distance from the greater population centers of the
state? Does he mean to say that Lexington, with at least seven col-

leges within a radius of 35 miles of Main and Limestone, could bet-
ter serve Kentucky education with the addition of an extension cen-

ter in downtown Lexington that can a community college in an area
which has only one college capable of admitting additional students
and. that one college 70 miles away?

And since when did the University of Kentucky turn away any stu-
dents whose parents can pay the bill? It is more reasonable to be-

lieve that those 200 Fayette countains at Eastern are not at U. K. be-
cause, they want to be individuals and not merely another number.

The real tragedy is that men such as these, heads of splendid ed-

ucational institutions, can see no farther than the farthest confine of
their own cartfpuses, cannot see the need of areas where distance and
expense slam college doors in the faces of young people whose po-

tential for learning and achievement is as great as any in America.
One thing appears to be certain. .Governor Combs will receive no

encouragement from the college presidents of Kentucky, and if this
plan of community colleges (similar to the highly successful plan
already in effect in California) is to become reality, he will have to
take the matter into his own hands and leave the talking till later.
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By Austin Napier
WE HAVE ALL TO GAIN,

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The following
essays, are the first and second-plac- e'

winners in the annual Soil
Conservation Essay Contest in
Letcher County. Both Austin
Napier, the first-pla- ce winner,
and James Kenneth Caudill, the
second-pla- ce winner, attend
school at Whitesburg. Both will
be entered in the district con-
test.

Soil is the most important re-
source in the United States, ex-

cept for the people. It provides
man with food, clothing, warm-
th, and shelter, Soil is, neces-
sary for the growth of flowers,
trees, and all other forms cf
life. Trees and other plants
help to regulate the flow of
streams, furnish food and pro-
tection for wildlife, and give us
many enjoyable hours of hunting,
fishing, camping, hiking, arid
picnicking. Our nation owes its
growth and development, to a
large extent, to the produc-
tivity and wealth of the soil. We
inherit the soil. It is ours to use,
but not to destroy. We must make
wise use of the soil and pass it
on to the next generation as
good, or better, than when we
received it.

Soil conservation may be de-

fined as the sum total of every-
thing done to keep soil useful to
plants, animals, and people, in
sufficient quantities, in the right
location, at the right time. If
the soil is not properly used and
conserved, the results will be
poverty, distress, and ruin.

The products of our soil have
made us a prosperous and happy
nation. Even so, one-thi- rd of our
continent's topsoil has been
squandered by erosion. Erosion
of the soil is a beneficial pro-
cess, so long as man does not
disturb nature's' balance. It has
been taking place since the for-

mation of the earth. It wears
down the rock of the earth Into
useful and productive soil. The
Grand Canyon of Colorado and
beautiful Niagra Falls are ex-
amples of beneficial soil erosion.
Erosion resulting from the inter-
ference of man is known as ac-

celerated erosion. It has de-
pleted the fertility of soils and
filled stream channels. Ac-

celerated erosion consists of
sheet erosion and gulley erosion.
This type of erosion cripples
agriculture . and weakens the
strength of the county, the
state, and even the United States.
A good example of this is the
extensive strip mining in Eastern
Kentucky. In heavy rains soil is
washed down the hillsides creat

Many old and famous states have
risen to glory and grandeur and
in a few centuries fallen. Some
have gone down in external con-

flict, but most went down as
their soil declined in fertility.

The Roman Empire is the clas-

sic example of this cycle. After
Italian soil in Italy was ex-

hausted, Rome imported food-

stuffs 'from Northern Africa, a
process which threw thousands
out of work. The idle farmers
flocked to the cities, but most
could find no work there. They
had to be supported by the gov-

ernment. They and their fam-

ilies formed idle mobs that lived
on public largess. So burdened,

' the empire declined and fell.
Roman farmers didn't know how

to conserve and care for their soil
. as we do, yet we continue to
waste out valuable dirt at a
frightening rate. In our own
area, the most important cause
of erosion is This
brutal and unpatriotic industrial
practice causes countless tons of
valuable topsoil . to go down our
rivers to the sea. It congests our
streams, which in a few years
will almost certainly cause ter-

rible floods 'in our mountains.
Secondary, but still dreadful
causes oi soil erosion are forest
fires and improperly plowed gar-

dens and fields.
Americans are waking up to the

fact that the nation cannot sur-

vive without plenty of topsoil

. THURSDAY. JANUARY 17, 1963

NOTHING TO LOSE BY

ing gullies and ruining the land
belox It.

When man realized that h.
could benefit by tilling the earth,
chopping down trees, drilling
wells, and building dams, he
did so. Nature retaliated by

the soil. Today, four-fift- hs

of our best farmland has
been hurt by soil erosion and
water waste; probably one --half
of the organic matter that made
soils fertile and workable for the
pioneers, has been squandered.
Disastrous . floods continue to do
millions of dollars worth of dam-
age each year. Sedimentation is
another problem of soil erosion.
When silt from eroded lands col-
lect in our rivers, streams, and
lakes, fish and marine life die,
rivers become useless for navi-
gations, dams and reservoirs
become useless.

Many, many years are required
by nature to produce a single
inch of topsoil. All topsoil on a
fiece of land can be destroyed

in a relatively few years
by careless land management.

Gullies are gradually slashing
away much of the valuable land
in Letcher County. Swollen
streams and rivers wash away
much of our community's val-
uable and productive topsoil.
The farmers and citizens of Let-
cher County must do their part
in helping to prevent this des-

tructive soil erosion.
We live in the most mountain-

ous part of the state, and our
steep, high hills let the soil e-r-

more easily. The grayish-brow- n

leached soils of our for-

ested areas are more fertile than
those in other parts of Eastern
Kentucky. We should keep the
land that is unsuitable for cul-
tivation in forest or pasture to
prevent losing this valuable fer-

tile soil.
As more and more of other

natural resources, such as coal
and natural gas, are used up in
Letcher County we will be return-
ed more and more to agriculture.
We should also do our best to
promote industry and the tourist
trade. Because soil makes pos-
sible the beauty of the

we must seek to preserve
this beauty by conserving the
soil, making our county and
state more beautiful. In this
way we can be proud of our
state, as well as attract tourists.
One of the things we can do

so prevent this destructive
is the planting of trees

and grass on barren areas and
steep slopes. This will slow
down the runoff and hold water

and that we are wasting it by tne
thousands of tons each year.

We have several lakes in Eastern
Kentucky. A few are Cumber-
land Lake, Dewey Lake, and
Buckhorn Lake. In Western Ken-
tucky is the largest man-ma- de

lake on earth, Kentucky Lake.
But unchecked soil erosion can
destroy these lakes in a few gen-
erations. The damage already
done by the inhuman scourge of
strip-mini- ng is probablyir-reparabl- e.

However, if we, in
our generation, plant thousands
of valuable trees on, our strip-min- ed

hillsides, or sow grasses
that can survive there, build
flood control works and water-
sheds, our descendants can live
here well enough.

In the past, our people and our
lands have been plagued by ter-
rible floods. The flood of 1927
was the worst of these by far.
Every tenth year since then, a
catastrophe has hit our land as
in 1927, 1937, 1947 and finally
in 1957. In the future we are
liable to be struck by other, far
worse floods.

In the 1920's many mountaineers
raised large gardens and com
crops on steep hillsides. Contour
plowing was unknown and

here. When the rains
came on the night of May 30,
1927 com had just poked above
the ground. It was too small to
hold the loose earth around it and
five inches of soil vanished that
night. The com, dirt, rocks and

By James Kenneth Caudill
GREAT CIVILIZATIONS WASH AWAY WITH

strip-minin- g.

i
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in the soil: Vegetation also
helps make the soil more porous
thus increasing its absorbing
capacity and making the soil
resistant to washing.

Farmers in Letcher County
should use adequate fertilizer on
their lands to help prevent soil
erosion. It is important to us in
two ways. It promotes rapid
growth and heavier growth of
grass, cover crops, and other
vegetation. It increases crop
yields on less erodible land. The
first of the two is important be-
cause it is one of the most ef-
fective ways to bind the soil,
check water runoff and increase
water-holdi- ng capacity. Vege-
tation and larger supply of crop
residues resulting from the ade-
quate fertilization help to im-
prove structure and develop a
more absorptive soil.

We have everything to gain
and nothing to lose. We can
attain better standards of living,
recreation, flood prevention,
and economic benefits. We mint
practice tree planting, terracing,
stream channelization, cover
cropping, , erosion control, and
woodland management? We can
make Letcher County a place to
be proud of; we can improve our
country and state through soil
conservation.

Tax. books ready
LEXINGTON The Federal In-

ternal Revenue Service haa jnst
published anew set of guidelines,
on depreciation pf buildings and
equipment for income tax pim-

poses.
These guidelines, says S.Q.

Allen, U.K. Ag Extension Ser-

vice farm economist, reflect
changes designed to liberalize
depreciation rates.

Allen listed the following as
representative guides from the
new publication Farm mach-
inery and equipment, 10 years;
farm buildings, 25 years; dairy
cattle, 7 years; light trucks (less
than 13,000 pounds empty), 4
years; autos used in business, 3
years; logging equipment, 6
years; sawmills,. 10 years and
truck tractors, 4 years.

The guidelines, Allen noted
are not absolute depreciation
rates but are considered "reason-
able standards." o

. Copies of the bulletin, "De-
preciation Guidelines and.RuIes, "

Publication No. 45& from-- the
Internal Revenue Service, are
available for 25 cents from the
superintendent of Documents,
U.S. Government Printing Of-

fice, Washington Dc

ERODING SOIL '
houses clogged rivers and creeks
causing extensive overflow.
Fourteen Letcher Countains died
that night and the mountain never
fully recovered. These deaths
are directly attributable to the
misuse of soil and water. That
happened long before there were
any stripmines What calamity
would befall US today if such a
rain occurred!

NatUrallyj our .mountains are
heavily wooded If We left them
alone we wottW be. a lot better
off Ul 9 number; ofvays besides
the fcensemtton of soil. One
reasofjisfjiat trees are beantiful,
as Joyce Kiimec lias written,
and taeiy fjgautifiil topson our
craggy hills eaa spark the growth
of tourism. 3 a major source of
income fo QSf people.

Still, after each flood disaster,
mountain people proceed to waste
more of their Sou until they are
hit by another one. That is pre-
cisely what i3 being'done here
today.

So it is-- In modem day United
States, even as it was in Rome
in the days of Domitfan. 'people
ire going to IJie cities by the
hundreds from the Appalachian
coalfields. Many are uneducated
and only a few have any vo-
cational skill. What can be done
to help these people live here in
their Eastern Kentucky homeland?
Resource Conservation is the
answer to most of these problems.
Let's practice good conservation
and live on the proceeds.


