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NOW OPEN
Studio Name

Address
Phone Number
Business Hours

SUPPORT 
SMALL  
BUSINESS 
SATURDAY!

Shop “small” and discover 

the HUGE incentives. 

All Merle Norman 

Cosmetic Studios are 

independently owned and 

operated. Come in today 

and support your local 

business.
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MERLENORMAN.COM

RESIZING AND CUSTOMIZING INSTRUCTIONS   
A clear zone of 1/2 the height of the logo must be maintained as shown below. 
No text or graphic elements can appear in this clear zone. Logo and tagline may 
not be stretched or manipulated in any way. 

Sm
al

l B
us

in
es

s 
D

ay
 A

d 
Sl

ic
k 

12
-7

S.
A

.U
. s

ys
te

m
: 2

 c
ol

um
ns

 x
 7

" 
(4

-1
/4

" 
x 

3-
1/

2"
)MERLE

NORMANStudio Name
Address

Phone Number
Business Hours

SUPPORT 
SMALL  
BUSINESS 
SATURDAY!

Shop “small” and discover 

the HUGE incentives. 

All Merle Norman 

Cosmetic Studios are 

independently owned and 

operated. Come in today 

and support your local 

business.

M
er

le
 N

or
m

an
 C

os
m

et
ic

 S
tu

di
os

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n 

in
d

ep
en

d
en

tl
y 

ow
ne

d 
an

d 
op

er
at

ed
 s

in
ce

 1
93

1.
 

©
 2

0
12

 M
er

le
 N

or
m

an
 C

os
m

et
ic

s,
 In

c.

MERLENORMAN.COM

RESIZING AND CUSTOMIZING INSTRUCTIONS   
A clear zone of 1/2 the height of the logo must be maintained as shown below. 
No text or graphic elements can appear in this clear zone. Logo and tagline may 
not be stretched or manipulated in any way. 

Sm
al

l B
us

in
es

s 
D

ay
 A

d 
Sl

ic
k 

12
-7

S.
A

.U
. s

ys
te

m
: 2

 c
ol

um
ns

 x
 7

" 
(4

-1
/4

" 
x 

3-
1/

2"
)

637 Main Street   •   West Liberty, KY 41472

743-7890
Located inside Lenvil’s Beauty Shop    •    Brenda Lyons, Owner

C-9-6-4T

Fannin’s Vegetables
2140 Hwy. 460 West at Index

Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.       Saturday 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Phone 743-3343

MUMSMUMS For Sale!
Visit Our Patch

Over 1,000 Giant Mums To Choose From!

Many colors for your fall
decorations & landscape

C-9-6-2T

14th Annual

EAST KY. REPLACEMENT
BRED HEIFER SALE

COMMERCIAL & REGISTERED HEIFERS
SOME WILL BE SOLD IN LOTS OF 2 AND 3

*Heifers were A.I. bred to the Select Sires Angus bull
Rito 6EM6 7AN282

*Black Angus clean up bulls were used with heifer acceptable CE scores
*All heifers had to meet or exceed 160 sq. cm. pelvic area

*Pelvic area was age adjusted to one year of age on all heifers
*All heifers have data available on intra-muscular fat

Heifers were assembled in October 2011 and have remained together and
developed under the guidelines from Dr. Les Anderson,

UK Extension Beef Specialist
All sale heifers are source verified and farm raised.

Guaranteed bred for 60 days after the sale
Free delivery for purchases of 10 or more up to 200 miles

Health records, sire information and heifer information will be provided 
in a sale catalog. Catalog will be available on sale day.

For more information contact:

Larry Clay, D&D Ranch
(606) 438-9914

Charles May Perry County Extension Office
(606) 436-2044

Heifer data can be viewed at http://ces.ca.uky.edu/perry
Click on the AG & Natural Resource link

Sale can be watched at www.cattleusa.com

Sponsored by the East Kentucky 
Heifer Development Committee

LEE CITY STOCKYARDS
1:00 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 15, 2012
Viewing at 12:00 noon

Approximately 150 Head
Consigned to the Sale!

EAST KY. REPLACEMENT
BRED HEIFER SALE

Keepsake Tornado Edition
Reprints
Available
Sept. 24.

Price: 
$2.00
at The

Courier
Office.
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Special 
Edition

Thursday, March 8, 2012

By Greg Kocher and Tom 
Eblen—gkocher1@
herald-leader.com

WEST LIBERTY—
President Obama issued a 
major disaster declaration for 
Kentucky on Tuesday night, 
triggering the release of feder-
al funds to help people recover 
from the storms in the state last 
week.

The president’s action makes 
federal funding available to 
businesses and residents in 
Johnson, Kenton, Laurel, 
Lawrence, Menifee, Morgan 
and Pendleton counties. 
Assistance can include grants 
for temporary housing and 
home repairs, and low-cost 
loans to cover uninsured prop-
erty losses.

More counties may be added 
later as damage assessments 
are completed. For example, 

Magoffin County suffered 
extensive damage throughout 
Salyersville on Friday.

Earlier Tuesday, residents 
and business owners re-entered 
the devastated Morgan County 
seat for the first time since 
Friday’s deadly tornadoes.

West Liberty was crowded 
with utility crews restringing 
lines and working to restore 
power.

The American Red Cross 
shelter at Morgan Elementary 
School closed as families 
moved to the Assembly of God 
Church at 558 Ky. 519.

“We’re moving now so that 
families have a better long-
term shelter and so that the 
school can get back to doing 
what they do best: teaching our 
kids,” said Terry Burkhart, 
chief executive of the American 

Obama 
declares 
Ky. major 
disasterPictured above is the rub-

ble of the home of Licking 
Valley Courier publisher 
Earl W. Kinner, which was 
completely destroyed by 
the EF-3 tornado that 
demolished  much of 
downtown West Liberty 
on March 2. Kinner’s 
grandson, Austin, stands 
amid the destruction. He 
is the son of Greg and 
Karen Kinner, who lived 
next door to Earl Kinner. 
Their home was also 
destroyed. The LVC office 
across the street was also 
demolished in the storm. 
The Kinners plan to revive 
the publishing company, 
which also prints The 
Wolfe County News and 
The Elliott County News. 
At left is the ruins of the  
West Liberty United 
Methodist Church on 
Prestonsburg Street. See DISASTER, Page A2

By Miranda M. Cantrell
Local officials offered assur-

ance and resolution to a devas-
tated public during a series of 
meetings held Wednesday, 
March 7, to address the deadly 
March 2 EF-3 tornado that 
destroyed West Liberty and 
several outlying Morgan 
County communities.

The tornado cut a wide swath 
across Morgan County and 
destroyed countless homes, 
businesses and historical build-
ings on the heels of an EF-2 
twister that touched down in 
the Mize, Greear and Malone 

communities just two days 
prior.

Authorities said six Morgan 
Countians are confirmed dead 
as a result of the tornado, but a 
complete official casualty list 
is not available at press time. 
However, obituary listings for 
tornado-related deaths in The 
Lexington Herald-Leader have 
named the following people 
among those dead:

• Charles Endicott, age 
unknown, of Blackwater.

• Betty Sue Endicott, age 
unknown, of Blackwater.

• Elizabeth Endicott, 72, of 

Blackwater.
• Emma Dean Cecil, 87, of 

Woodsbend.
• Wilmer Cecil, 90, of 

Woodsbend.
• Alex Clayton Dulen, 86, of 

Williams Creek.
It is unknown how many 

people died within city limits 
at this time. Additional deaths 
will be documented as infor-
mation becomes available.

The hardest-hit area was 
downtown West Liberty, which 
was reduced to rubble. Most 
homes and businesses were 
completely destroyed or 

severely damaged, as well as 
several community landmarks 
including the 105-year-old 
courthouse, the depression-era 
WPA building that houses the 
community center and the 
100-year-old West Liberty 
United Methodist and Christian 
churches.

The Licking Valley Courier 
office was severely damaged 
but remains standing. Editor/
Publisher Earl Kinner and his 
son, Greg Kinner, lost their 
homes to the storm, which left 
Earl Kinner trapped in the rub-
ble of his house for a brief 
period.  

The Wells Hill area also sus-

tained severe damage at 
Morgan County ARH and at 
West Liberty Elementary 
School. Several homes were 
also destroyed.

The tornado also hit the Ezel, 
Woodsbend and Williams 
Creek communities, where 
heavy destruction was report-
ed.

The most poignant quote 
heard and read on local, state 
and national media and social 
networking outlets was simply, 
“Town is gone.” 

Approximately 60 West 
Liberty survivors were taken 
to an Elliott County shelter in 
the early morning hours of 

March 3 before they were sent 
back to the shelter at Morgan 
Central Elementary School in 
Greear. They were then bused 
on March 6 to Assembly of 
Faith Church on Hwy. 519, 
where they will remain indefi-
nitely. The number of people 
housed in other shelters 
throughout Morgan and other 
counties remains unknown at 
this time.

Shelters and distribution cen-
ters for food, clothing and sup-
plies were established through-
out the county. The Red Cross 
and several other organizations 

Tornado destroys West Liberty, surrounding areas
Officials look to future, make plans to rebuild

See REBUILD, Page A2

Thank God for sparing so many
A message from West Liberty Mayor Jim Rupe, 

Morgan County Judge Executive Tim Conley, and the 
citizens of West Liberty and Morgan County:

 Words cannot express our thanks to the caring people, churches and organizations, 
from far and near, who have rushed to assist us in our hour of greatest need. West 

Liberty will rebuild and Morgan County will recover, God willing, and your love, your 
compassion, and your help will never be forgotten.

To our readers: 
 The paper is appearing late this week. The tornado that lev-

eled West Liberty destroyed the Courier Publishing Co., 
where this and our other two newspapers are normally pro-
duced. 

The building, all production equipment and vehicles were 
destroyed, as were the homes and vehicles of Publisher Earl 
W. Kinner and Production Manager Greg Kinner. 

As a consequence of the disaster, local news items and 
advertising could not be collected and included in this edition. 

We plan to set up temporary quarters from which to operate 
and resume normal production as quickly as humanly possi-
ble. 

In the meantime, we ask our readers and advertisers to bear 
with us.

Our thanks is extended to the Kentucky Press Association 
and its members, particularly The Mt. Sterling Advocate, The 
Morehead News and The Salyersville Independent, all of 
which rushed to provide us with assistance. 

This week's special edition is being produced at The Mt. 
Sterling Advocate. 

Earl W. Kinner 
Publisher

Edelen releases
audit of Morgan
Co. Fiscal Ct.

FRANKFORT, KY.--State 
Auditor Adam Edelen has 
released the audit of the 
financial statements of the 
Morgan County Fiscal Court 
for the fiscal year ended June 
30, 2011. State law requires 
annual audits of county fiscal 
courts.

The audit found that the 
county’s financial statements, 
in all material respects, fairly 
present the county’s assets, 
liabilities, and net assets aris-
ing from cash transactions 
and revenues received and 
expenditures paid in confor-
mity with the modified cash 
basis of accounting.

As part of the audit pro-
cess, the auditor must com-
ment on non-compliance 
with laws, regulations, con-
tracts and grants. The auditor 
must also comment on mate-
rial weaknesses involving the 
internal control over financial 
operations and reporting.

The audit contains the fol-
lowing comment:

Fiscal Court should main-
tain proper records for the 
public properties corpora-

tion. Morgan County Fis-
cal Court failed to prepare 
receipts and disbursements 
ledgers, band reconciliations, 
financial statements or report 
the bonded debt of the Pub-
lic Properties Corporation 
Fund (PPC) for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2011. Fiscal 
Court is financially account-
able and legally obligated 
for the debt of the PPC, so 
this entity is reported as a 
blended component unit on 
the financial statements. These 
funds should be handled in 
accordance with the require-
ments for county funds and 
proper documentations hould 
be maintained for all activ-
ity of the PPC. KRS 62.210, 
as prescribed by the state 
local finance officer, states 
this includes, but is not lim-
ited to, maintaining receipts 
and disbursements journals, 
performing monthly bank 
reconciliations and preparing 
an annual financial statement. 
We recommend Fiscal Court 
ensure bank statements are 
reconciled monthly, receipts 
and disbursements ledgers and 
annual financial statements 
are prepared and the bonded 
debt of the PPC be included 
in the liabilities section on the 
quarterly reports.

County Judge/Executive 
Tim Conley’s response: We 
are receiving information 
from Ross Sinclaire and our 
treasurer will start compiling 
this information.

The audit report can be 
found on the auditor’s web-
site.

Fyffe-Ball
reunion held
Sunday, Sept. 2

The annual Fyffe-Ball re-
union was held on Sunday, 
Sept. 2, at the Isonville El-
ementary School this year. It 
was moved from West Liberty 
because of the tornado dam-
age to our previous location, 
and we hope to be back in 
West Liberty next year.

There were 83 people in 
attendance this year. Attend-
ing were Wendell and Joyce 
DeHaven, Beverly and David 
McCoy, Katelyn McCoy, 
Kelly McCoy and son, Dil-
lon, Brenda Matunas and 
son, Tyler, and friend, Rod 
Schwierking, Betty Lewis, 
Cloma Hook, Daniel and 
Susan Plowman and children, 
Kenneth, Ashley, Adam and 
Austin, Bill Russell, Jack Rus-
sell, Bill and Wanda Barker, 

Woodrow Ball, Glenda and 
Rick Cornett, Sharon and 
Okle Austin, Aleda and Herb 
Hoskins, Deborah Meenach 
and friend, Don, James and 
Mary Sue Ball and son, Dylan, 
Florence Gilliam, Virginia 
Ball, Lavelle and Patty Wil-
liams, Dinah and Johnny 
Ray Cantrell, Linda Parsons, 
T.J. Sparks, Julian Fyffe and 
daughter, Brenda Johnson, 
Ina Keaton, Alli Sheets, Tim 
and Lola Lewis and daughter, 
Amber, Alyson McKenzie, 
Melina Carpenter, Olivia Bur-
nett, Roger Ball, Alta Blevins, 
Kathleen Keeton, Dewey and 
Susan Ball, Mechelle and 
Peyton Gilliam, Berneice 
Lewis, Angie Brickey, Mi-
chael Bolin, Deanna Brickey, 
Shiann Brickey, Savannah 
Brickey, Morgan Bolin, Dave 
and Pam Bolin, Tammy and 
Amanda Fanz, Jessie DeHav-
en, Kara Keaton and friend, 
Kyle Perkins, Michael and 
Becky Lewis, Jeremy Smith, 
Randy Sparks, Judith Ison, 
Vicki Dickerson and children, 
Aaron and Ashley, and Clotine 
Bailey.

Our oldest sister, Laura 
Mayabb, was unable to be 
with us this year. We missed 

our sister, Dovie, who was 
at the reunion last year but 
passed away in November.

Got Tornado
Debris?

Urgent! You can help pay 
homage to Morgan County 
and the loss we all suffered 
on March 2 by helping make 
something beautiful, made 
possible by a grant from 
Brushy Fork Institute. 

The students of Morgan 
County, in cooperation with 
Morgan County Govern-
ment, Morgan County Co-
operative Extension, Morgan 
County Arts and Recreation, 
and the West Liberty Area 
Arts Council, will be build-
ing a public sculpture and 
a surrounding park using 
debris collected from the 
aftermath of the March 2 
tornado. 

Needed for the sculpture 
are tsuch tornado debris as 
twisted metal, tin, old bricks, 
boulders, wood and glass. 
“You bring it, we’ll try to 

use it!” said art teacher Janell 
Potter. 

“There is no amount of 
debris too small,” Potter 
said. “We would especially 
like items of any historical 
or sentimental significance 
and would love to honor and 
represent each of our lost 
landmarks as well as all of 
the communities affected by 
the tornado, in this sculpture 
park. We want to make some-
thing special and we want 
you to be part of it.”  

Said Potter, “Please help 
us create a place to tell ‘Our 
Story,’ honor and remember 
our loss, and celebrate our 
rebuilding,”

All debris can be dropped 
off at the Morgan County 
Cooperative Extension barn 
on Highway 460, Monday-
Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

For more information, 
contact Janell Potter (janell.
potter@morgan.kyschools.
us) or Malayia Carter Whis-
man (malayia.whisman@
morgan.kyschools.us), or 
call Janell Potter at 606-
743-8052.


