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Jessie Brothers, right, hugged his son Jessie Kennard in Brothers’ house in Lexington on Thursday. Kennard, 34, and his wife, Carla, left, traveled from Cleve-
land, Okla., to reunite with Brothers, who had not seen his son since he was 5. A Herald-Leader story and Carla’s dream brought them together.
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The story began a week ago 
with an account of Jessie Broth-
ers and his little dog Nubbin’s 
broken leg, but the climax came 
Thursday when the story brought 
Brothers together with the son 
he had not seen in 30 years.

Shortly after noon Thursday, 

Jessie Kennard, 34, stepped out 
of his car in front of Brothers’ 
front gate, which Brothers, 65, 
had decorated with a handmade 
sign that proclaimed, “I love you 
Son, Daddy.” 

The two men approached and 
then, the intervening years melt-
ing away, they embraced.

“I haven’t seen him since he 

was 5 years old,” Brothers said 
as he fought back tears. “But 
the first time I heard his voice, I 
knew it was him.”

“It’s really great to finally see 

you,” Kennard told Brothers. 
“This is all part of God’s plan.”

The way it all worked out, 
you’d almost have to say it was 
part of some plan.

Kennard and his wife, Carla, 
drove all the way to Lexington 
from their home in Cleveland, 
 Okla., after they found an online 

A dog, a dream 
lead to finding 
long-lost dad

SON TRACKS DOWN HIS BIOLOGICAL DAD THANKS TO A HERALD-LEADER STORY ABOUT AN AILING DOG 

By Jim Warren
jwarren@herald-leader.com

Nubbin, a 
Jack Rus-
sell terrier 
owned by 
Jessie 
Brothers, 
started 
the family 
reunion by 
break-
ing his 
leg while 
chasing a 
ground-
hog.
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See REUNION, A2

See a photo gallery online.

Santa 
comes 

to town
Photos of Lexington’s 
Christmas parade, A3
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Like Kentucky.com on Facebook 
and enter to win a $500 Amazon 
gift card from Milestone Realty 
Consultants. Enter now at 
Woobox.com/dvrynz.

FRANKFORT – A task 
force Thursday recommended 
changes to the state’s tax code 
that would generate nearly 
$700 million in new revenue 
for the state.

Gov. Steve Beshear’s Blue 
Ribbon Commission on Tax 
Reform made its final recom-
mendations after spending 
much of the past year listen-
ing to public testimony and 
hearing from a group of tax 
consultants about the state’s 
tax system.

The commission recom-
mended lowering overall cor-
porate taxes by nearly $100 
million, or roughly a quarter 
of what corporations pay the 
state in taxes.

It also recommended low-
ering personal income tax 
rates but limiting deductions 
and increasing taxes on pen-
sions.

The commission also 
recommended enacting an 
Earned Income Tax Credit, 
which would help Kentucky’s 
poorest residents.

The state’s sales tax rate 
would remain at 6 percent, 
but the group recommended 
expanding the sales tax to in-
clude some services.

Lt. Gov. Jerry Abramson, 
chairman of the commission, 
said after Thursday’s nearly 
six-hour meeting that the 
commission will have its final 
report to Beshear by Dec. 15. 
Beshear has said he will look 
at the proposals and decide 
whether he will bring a tax 
plan to the legislature when it 
convenes in January.

“The hope is that with this 
modernized system of taxa-
tion, we can be in a position 
to be even more competitive 
in the future and create jobs,” 
Abramson said.

He said that a proposal to 

CHANGES WOULD BRING 
$700M IN NEW REVENUE

By Beth Musgrave
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

Task force 
releases 

proposals 
on tax code 

See TAX CODE, A2

THE WASHINGTON POST

PEARL HARBOR ANNIVERSARY

 On Dec. 7, 1941, when Japanese 
planes attacked Pearl Harbor, I was 
working as a reporter for the Honolu-
lu Star-Bulletin. After a week of war, 
I wrote a story directed at Hawaii’s 
women; I thought it would be useful 
for them to know what I had seen. It 

might help prepare them for what lay 
ahead. But my editors thought the 
graphic content would be too upset-
ting for readers and decided not to 
run my article. It appears here for 
the first time: 

For seven ghastly, confused days, 

REPORT FROM THE FRONT
Account of Pearl Harbor attack deemed too graphic in 1941

By Elizabeth P. McIntosh
Special to The Washington Post

Marking 
the day: 
Survivors 
from Central 
Kentucky 
will attend 
Lexington 
ceremony. 
Page A3See ATTACK, A15

so here’s
the deal...

dealsaver.com/lexington
Over 50% Off Carpet & House

Cleaning Services!

Don’t Forget Your Flu Shot!
WALK-IN FLU CLINIC
TUESDAY, DEC. 11
5–7 P.M.

Cost: $15 — ADULTS ONLY
Cash, Check or Charge Accepted

1099 Duval Street, Suite 110

Lexington – Just off Tates Creek and

Man O’ War, next to the Fraternal

Order of Police Lodge

859.313.3400
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