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THE PREMIER USED CAR DEALERSHIP IN LOUISVILLE, KY

5203 Preston Hwy • Louisville, KY
WWW.AUTOOUTLETOFKY.COM

502-969-4900
*PLUS TAX, TITLE, LICENSE & FEES.

2009 Cadillac
CTS4 AWD

navigation, moonroof,
heated leather, Bose stereo,

18’’ alloys! Very sharp,
1 owner

$22,950

2008 Toyota Tundra
Limited Crew 4x4
new tires, every option,
moonroof, nav, TV/DVD,
heated leather seats,

loaded

$30,950

2010 Cadillac SRX4
Performance

Carfax 1 owner, navigation,
20’’ alloys, moonroof,

extremely clean

$14,950

2009 Acura TL
SH-AWD Technology
navigation, backup camera,
new tires, Carfax, 1 owner

$25,950

2002 Ford Ranger
EDGE 4x4

ext cab, 4.0L, V6, power
windows and locks,

am/fm/cd, tilt and cruise

$9950

Churchill Park
Apartments

OPEN HOUSE
May 8th, 2012

9:00am-3:00pm

7204 Churchill Park Dr
Louisville, KY, 40220

502-459-8996 EHO

L Y N D O N F e m a l e
looks to share 3BR
2BA home,w/ M or f
Great area. $500 in-
cludes electric & ca-
ble. 502-649-7918

4 ABSOLUTE
AUCTIONS

Estates Real Estate
All Houses Sold

Approx. 1 Hr Apart
#1.Tues, May 15, 5pm

2596 E. Burnett Ave.
So. Eastern Pkwy.
2 B e d r o o m S t o n e
Cape Cod
#2. SELLS AT 6:15 PM

2929 W. Muhammad
Ali. Nice 2 story, vinyl
siding, 3 Bedroom, 2
fu l l baths , part ia l
renovated.
#3. SELLS AT 7:15 PM

5011 Lesabre Dr., PRP
S o u t h E n d . 3
Bedroom Stone, 1 1/2
Bath, full basement,
2 car garage
#4. SELLS AT 8 PM

3 7 9 8 B l a n t o n L n .
S o u t h E n d . 4
Bedroom, vinyl siding
cape cod
All houses shown by
appointment or 1 hr
b e f o r e a u c t i o n .
Repairs needed on all
houses.
www.collinsauction.com

Collins Auction &
Realty Co.

Billy Collins
Auctioneer-Broker

797-0209 or 797-0210

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
TRIPLE ESTATE

Thurs., May 10, 5 PM
2400 Ralph Ave., Lou.
1999 Buick Century,
1992 Mercury Tracer,
Antique -Collector -
H o u s e h o l d F u r n -
G l a s s w a r e - C a s t
Iron, Collectibles -
J e w e l r y , R i d i n g
M o w e r , G r a v e l y ,
T o o l s . 1 0 0 ’ s N o t
Listed. INSPECTION:
3:30 PM Day of Sale.
10% Buyers Premium.
www.collinsauction.com
Collins Auction Co.

Billy Collins
502-797-0210
502-797-0209

Bonnie Likens Estate
ABSOLUTE AUCTION
SAT., MAY 12, 2PM
946 Beecher St., 40215
Selling; 1 .5 story 3
B R s , 1 . 5 B A s , w /
bsmt., covered front
porch, attached ga-
rage on large corner
l o t , t h i s h o m e i s
completely remod-
eled new crpt., paint,
k i t c h e n & B A s ,
Michael Cromwel l
Executor,

OPEN HOUSE
SUN., MAY 6, 2-4PM &

THURS., MAY 10, 5-7PM
For more info. or bro-
chure call John Wig-
ginton Auctioneer
502-797-9848
or Kay 523-3603

WE BUY HOU$E$ CA$H! IN 3-4 DAYS, “AS IS.”
MOVE WHEN READY! CALL JAMIE 639-6149
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OUTDOORS AND RECREATION

FRANKLIN COUNTY

B
arely a stone’s throw from where Peaks Mill Road meets
Ky. 1262, Elkhorn Creek forms a long, slow pool, then narrows
into a shallow riffle before spilling into another pool that curls
to the right and out of sight. It’s often a productive fishing spot.

I followed the path from
the parking area that cross-
es in front of a white brick
house and down a steep
slope, then over a small
stone bridge and along the
edge of a mowed lawn be-
fore sloshing into the creek
near the head of the riffle. I
tied on a tiny brown hair
jig, cast upstream and im-
mediately hooked a feisty
smallmouth bass. Within
five minutes I’d landed a
second and hooked and lost
a third.

Like much of Elkhorn
Creek — along with the
vast majority of Ken-
tucky’s myriad streams
and rivers — this spot is
surrounded by private
property. I don’t know the
landowner and didn’t ask
permission to fish, but
thanks to the state-admin-
istrated and federally
funded Voluntary Public
Access program, I was not
trespassing.

The VPA fishing pro-
gram (there is a similar
program for hunters) was
started three years ago
with a $1.7 million grant is-
sued to Kentucky through
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s Farm Services
Agency, program coordi-
nator Kerry Prather said.
Other states received simi-
lar grants.

There currently are 63
landowners and 70 private
sites in 34 counties enrolled
in the Kentucky fishing
program. All provide pub-
lic fishing and/or boating
access to private water, a
boon to anglers who enjoy
plying out-of-the-way wa-
ters that often are surpris-
ingly productive.

Landowners are paid
for this agreement, but the
amount is modest. Annual
payments range up to
$2,500 for stream access,
$2,000 for a pond and $1,500
for boat access. Payments
vary depending on several
factors, including the
amount of water available
and the quality of the fish-
ing.

The program has been a
success by any measure,
but it could end in a few
months without additional
funding.

“It’s all been good, all
been very positive,” Prath-
er said. “I’d say 99 percent
of the comments we’ve got-
ten from fishermen have
been very positive. And
I’ve not gotten one com-
plaint from any landown-
er.”

Interest continues to
grow. Prather said that
within the last month he’d
heard from six interested
landowners and several

fishermen.
“We’re getting the word

out, and it’s really just get-
ting off the ground,” he
said. “I got a call the other
day from a guy in Paducah
who had heard about it and
wanted to know if we had
any (VPA) water in his end
of the state. People are in-
terested. But it was a three-
year grant, and the grant
runs out Sept. 30 of this
year.”

Prather said Kentucky’s
VPA fishing program has
used only a fraction of the
allotted funds, but any un-
used money will have to be
returned to federal coffers
unless Congress approves

more money by September
or extends the deadline.

Federal funding for
many projects has come
under intense scrutiny of
late, and with this being a
presidential election year,
no one in the state’s Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
Resources expects that to
change.

State fisheries director
Ron Brooks, who is quite
familiar with the uncer-
tainties and often fractious
wrangling surrounding
federal funding for state
projects, is vaguely hope-
ful.

“Right now nothing is
set in stone,” he said. “The

feds haven’t passed any
budgets yet.”

State funding for VPA
fishing access sites appar-
ently isn’t an option under
current budgetary con-
straints, Brooks added. He
did stress that should fed-
eral funding end as sched-
uled, everyone enrolled in
the program will be paid
through Sept. 30.

Prather said he is in the
process of contacting par-
ticipating landowners
about the potential cutoff.
He said a couple of partici-
pants have expressed in-
terest in continuing the
program even without the
modest money.

Where to go
The access near Peaks

Mill Road and Ky. 1262 is
officially called VPA Elk-
horn Creek site No. 2.
There are three more ac-
cess sites on the Elkhorn
and 66 others scattered
across about one-third of
the state, including two on
Trammel Fork in Allen

County.
Trammel Fork is a

spring-fed, pastoral
stream near Scottsville,
about 120 miles southwest
of Louisville. It’s small and
easily wadeable with some
holes that are surprisingly
deep. It receives regular
trout stockings.

There are two VPA
points on Trammel Fork,
one off Concord Methodist
Church Road and the other
about two miles south off
Blankenship Road. I fished
this creek one afternoon
last week. Each spot sur-
rendered a couple of trout
before a thunderstorm
brought the trip to an
abrupt end.

The boundaries of VPA
waters are well-marked.
Restrictions vary. Elkhorn

site No. 1, for example, re-
stricts angler access to one
bank. Trammel Fork No. 2
allows access upstream
and downstream from the
bridge along both banks.

All VPA waters, along
with a Google map link, are
posted at www.fw.ky.gov.
Click on “Boating & Fish-
ing,” “Public Fishing As-
sess on Private Land,”
“Fishing Access” then
“VPA Fishing Access
Sites.”

Solunar Tables
Use Eastern Daylight Time

A.M. P.M.
Date Day Minor Major Minor Major
May 6 - Sunday 6:05 6:25 12:15
May 7 - Monday 7:00 12:45 7:35 1:25
May 8 - Tuesday 8:10 2:00 8:45 2:30
May 9 - Wednesday 9:20 3:10 9:55 3:40
May 10 - Thursday 10:25 4:15 11:00 4:45
May 11 - Friday 11:20 5:10 11:55 5:40
May 12 - Saturday 6:05 12:15 6:30
May 13 - Sunday 12:45 6:50 1:00 7:10

Enjoy those
VPA waters
while you can
Federal funding to pay Kentucky landowners for
public fishing access scheduled to run out Sept. 30

Allen County's Trammel Fork is one of 70 sites on private land that are available to
fishermen through the Voluntary Public Access program. GARY GARTH/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

By Gary Garth | Special to The Courier-Journal

“I’d say 99 percent of the comments
we’ve gotten from fishermen have
been very positive. And I’ve not
gotten one complaint from any
landowner.”
KERRY PRATHER, VPA PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Brian Brown and his
girlfriend, Sunshine Jewel,
were enjoying a leisurely
evening of fishing on the
Ohio River a few days ago.

They had launched from
the Greenwood boat ramp.
The water was high and the
current swift, so they an-
chored near the ramp in
about 24 feet of water. They
were using a Carolina rig

tipped with a skipjack her-
ring on tackle big enough to
match the 100-pound-test
braided line, 60-pound-test
monofilament leader and
10/0 circle hook they were
using.

Shortly after 9:30 a fish

struck, and Jewel grabbed
the rod. It was more of a
tug-of-war than a thrashing
fight — until a blue catfish
the size of a child neared
the surface and got a look at
the boat.

“It got kind of exciting

then,” Brown said.
The pair managed to

boat, weigh and release the
fish, which pulled the digi-
tal scale to 71 pounds, 2
ounces.

“It took about 15 min-
utes to land it,” Brown said.
“But when it’s a fish that
size, it seems like a lot long-
er.”

— Gary Garth

Year of the big blue cat
This one’s a fish, but at 71 pounds
it’s something of a champion, too

Sunshine Jewel holds the 71-pound, 2-ounce blue catfish
she caught in the Ohio River. PHOTO COURTESY OF BRIAN BROWN
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