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WASHINGTON — Mitt
Romney will need indepen-
dent voters in November,
but he isn’t abandoning his
“severely conservative”
record.

The likely Republican
presidential nominee has
embarked on an aggressive
campaign against President
Barack Obama that strad-
dles two sometimes-con-
flicting political ideologies.

Onsomedays,theformer
Massachusettsgovernorisa
social conservative and so-
cial moderate, a right-wing
conspiracy theorist and pro-
moter of political compro-
mise. With the primaries
over, it’s an evolving balanc-
ing act that, so far, is leaning
decidedly right.

Romney spoke out Fri-
day against China’s “one-
child policy” in an apparent
nod to social conservatives.
But later in the same Fox
News interview, he de-
fendedhisdecisiontohirean
openly gay staffer who just
quitunderpressurefromso-
cial conservatives.

Romney said he hires
people“notbasedupontheir
ethnicity or their sexual
preference or their gender
but upon their capability.”
He said the ex-aide, Richard
Grenell, who was to become
his foreign policy spokes-
man,wasa“capable individ-
ual,” and many senior cam-
paign advisers had urged
him not to leave. But Gre-
nell’s departure pleased
some on the religious right.

Thematterofferedalook
inside a Romney campaign

that would like to broaden
his appeal to the political
center while harnessing the
anti-Obama intensity from
his party’s right. It’s a tricky
move, but Romney is trying
to prove he won’t turn his
backonhisparty’smostpas-
sionate voters.

He’s devoting significant
attentiontoskepticalconser-
vatives who have supported
his Republican rivals until
recently. Former Pennsyl-
vania Sen. Rick Santorum
gave up his bid last month;
former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich made his de-
parture official this week.

Romney on Friday met
withSantorum,whohasindi-
cated he’ll endorse Romney.
The campaign has been
recruitingformerSantorum
staffersandcourtinghiskey
allies and donors.

Romney begins new
political balancing act
By Steve Peoples
Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio —
Plunging into his campaign
for a new term, President
BarackObamatoreintoMitt
Romney on Saturday as ea-
ger to “rubber stamp” a con-
servative Republican con-
gressionalagendatocuttax-
esfortherich,reducespend-
ing on education and
Medicare,andenhancepow-
er that big banks and insur-
ers hold over consumers.

Romney and his “friends
in Congress think the same
badideaswillleadtoadiffer-
ent result, or they’re just
hoping you won’t remember
what happened the last time
you tried it their way,” the
president told thousands of
cheering partisans at what
aides insisted was his first

full-fledged political rally of
the election year.

Six months before Elec-
tion Day, the polls point to a
close race between Obama
andRomney,withtheecono-
my the overriding issue as
the nation struggles to re-
cover from the worst reces-
sion since the 1930s. Unem-
ploymentremainsstubborn-
ly high at 8.1percent nation-
ally, although it has receded
slowly and unevenly since
peaking several months into
the president’s term. The
most recent dip was due to
discouraged jobless giving
up their search for work.

Romney has staked his
candidacy on his ability to
create jobs, but Obama said
his rival is merely doing the
bidding of the conservative
powerbrokers in Congress
and has little understanding

of the struggles of average
Americans.

“Why else would he want
to cut his own taxes while
raising them for 18 million
Americans?” Obama said of
his multimillionaire rival.

The president’s cam-
paign chose Ohio State Uni-
versity, the biggest college
campus in a perennial swing
state,andVirginiaCommon-
wealth University for the
back-to-backrallies.In2008,
Obama won Ohio while re-
versing decades of Republi-
can dominance in Virginia.
Since then, Virginia has
swung back toward the GOP
in statewide elections.

Obama has attended nu-
merous fundraisers this
election year, but the White
House has categorized all of
his prior appearances as
part of his official duties.

Obama holds rallies
at Ohio, Va. campuses
By David Espo
Associated Press

How unthinkable it was,
not so long ago, that a presi-
dential election would pit a
candidate fathered by an
African against another
condemned as un-Chris-
tian.

Yet here it is: Barack
Obama versus Mitt Rom-
ney, an African-American
and a white Mormon, rep-
resentatives of two groups
that have endured oppres-
sion to carve out a place in
the United States.

How much progress has
America made against big-
otry? By November, we
should have some idea.

Perhaps mindful of the
lingering power of preju-
dice, both men soft-pedal
their status as racial or reli-
gious pioneers. But these
things “will be factors
whether they’re explicitly
stated or not, because both
Obama and Romney are
minorities,” said Nancy
Wadsworth, co-editor of
the anthology “Faith and
Race in American Political
Life.”

Mormons are 1.7 per-
cent of the U.S. population,
according to the Pew Re-
search Center. African-
Americans are 12.6 per-
cent.

“Americans like to ob-
sess about ways that people
are different,” said Wads-
worth, a political science
professor at the University
of Denver. Voters of all
types say that a candidate’s
race or religious beliefs
should not be cause for bi-
as, “but Americans are
reallyconflicted about this,
and they talk out of both
sides of their mouth.”

In an October 2011Asso-
ciated Press-GfK poll, 21
percent of respondents
said they would be less like-

ly to cast a presidential
vote for a Mormon. Four
percent said they would be
less likely to vote for a
black person. An AP poll
during the 2008 campaign
found that nearly 40 per-
cent of white Americans
had at least a partly nega-
tive view of black people.

The gap between Amer-
ica’s high-minded ideals
and narrow-minded prac-
tice is not new.

In 1620, the Puritans
landed on Plymouth Rock
searching for religious
freedom. The Constitution
forbade a religious test for
president. Still, the religion
of presidential candidates
historically has been a ma-
jor issue, though nearly all
have been Protestant.

Thomas Jefferson, who
coined the phrase “separa-
tion between church and
state,” was decried as god-
less. Nearly160 years later,
John F. Kennedy was
tarred as a Roman Catholic
who would answer to the
pope instead of the Ameri-
can people.

In 1787, the same colo-
nists who had demanded
equal rights in their deal-
ings with England wrote a
Constitution that reduced
blacks to three-fifths of a
person. Nearly 80 years
would pass before that
changed and another cen-
tury before blacks would
be assured the vote.

Obama remains the sole
member of the most exclu-
sive club in the world, ra-

cial minorities who were
nominated for president by
a major party.

In 2012, it’s unlikely that
more than a smattering of
die-hard bigots will be re-
pelled by both presidential
choices. But even well-in-
tentioned people can be in-
fluenced by the powerful
emotional pull of these is-
sues.

Obama has been as-
sailed by racially charged

accusations since he be-
came the first black presi-
dent: Obama isn’t a citizen;
he refused to punish New
Black Panthers who intimi-
dated white voters; he’s
seeking payback for past
white racism by redistrib-
uting tax money to poor mi-
norities; he’s using the
Trayvon Martin killing for
political gain.

Wes Anderson, a Repub-
lican consultant and poll-
ster, said many white swing
voters who chose Obama in
2008 think he has governed
further to the left than they
expected, which has fed
ideas that Obama is a typi-
cal “black liberal politi-
cian” who is “pandering to
minorities.”

“From their perspec-
tive, I think race will be a
convenient excuse for why
he has not met their expec-
tations,” Anderson said.

Romney has tried to
push past anti-Mormon-
ism, with mixed success.
His membership in the
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints has been

an issue his entire political
career.

In 2007, during his
presidential primary battle
against Arizona Sen. John
McCain, he gave a speech
to quiet concerns about his
faith.

“I do not define my can-
didacy by my religion. A
person should not be elect-
ed because of his faith nor
should he be rejected be-
cause of his faith,” Romney
said in the address, which
used the word “Mormon”
only once.

There continue to be
blatant expressions of hos-
tility toward Mormons. For
example, there is an “I
Hate Mormons” page on
Facebook.

But J.B. Haws, a histori-
an at Brigham Young Uni-
versity who researches
public perception of the
Mormon church, said most
common suspicions about
Mormons were rehashed in
the 2008 election and this
year’s GOP primary, so
moving forward the dis-
cussion is likely to be more
substantive and informed.

“But that doesn’t change
the fact that the questions
will still be tough and point-
ed,” Haws said.

The Mormon church
was founded in 1830 by Jo-
seph Smith, who said God
directed him to restore the
true Christian church by
revising parts of the Bible
and adding the Book of
Mormon as a sacred text.
Smith said an angel direct-
ed him to a buried holy
book in upstate New York,
written on golden plates,
which he translated from
“reformed Egyptian” into
the Book of Mormon. Theo-
logical differences have
led many Christians to con-
clude that Mormons are not
part of historic Christian-
ity.

There’s also the issue of
polygamy, though the Mor-
mon church renounced the
practice in 1890.

Race and religion collide in campaign
Both candidates
are minorities
By Rachel Zoll
Associated Press

In this 2007 photo, then-Sen. Barack Obama held hands and sang with, from left, Brown Chapel AME Church pastor
James Jackson, Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., and the Rev. Clete Kiley at a church service in Selma, Ala. AP

Mitt Romney visits St. Paul’s Lutheran Church last
December while campaigning in Berlin, N.H. AP
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