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1. Two spades. Before dis-
cussing what to do, it might be 
best to define partner’s one-
spade bid. Most overcalls on the 
one-level are based on eight to 
12 high-card points and a good 
suit, although partner could 
have as many as 16 points in 
high cards. The one-spade 
overcall should therefore ten-
tatively be regarded as merely 
a competitive bid and not the 
equivalent of an opening bid.

Though it is not likely that 
the combined hands contain 
the wherewithal necessary for 
game, you should nevertheless 
raise partner’s spades, partly to 

allow for the possibility that he 
has a strong hand, and partly 
for tactical reasons. A bid of 
two clubs would not be wise 
because it is not forcing and 
would deny spade support and 
at the same time would make it 
easier for West to bid again at a 
low level.

2. Three spades. This time 
game prospects are much 
brighter, and your three-spade 
bid invites partner to continue 
on to four spades unless his 
overcall is in the minimum 
range.

3. One notrump. Game is 
unlikely, but even so, it’s much 
better to bid one notrump than 
to pass. This will give partner 
another chance to bid if he 
happens to have a strong hand. 
It would be wrong to bid two 
clubs, which would indicate a 
better club suit and would also 
understate the all-around value 
of your hand.

4. Three notrump. It’s hard 
to imagine a hand partner can 
have where you won’t have a 
good play for nine tricks. A jump 
to two notrump (invitational) 
would be an egregious under-
bid.

Partner might dislike 
notrump and retreat to four 
spades, but your values are fully 
adequate for that contract as 
well.

5. Pass. You shouldn’t go 
looking for trouble by bidding 
two hearts. Partner’s suit 
should be at least as good as 
yours, and if he lacked support 
for hearts and rebid his spades, 
you’d be worse off than you 
were before. This is the type of 
hand that suggests a possible 
misfit, and experience teaches 
that the sooner you “let go” in 
misfit hands, the better off you 
will be.

Tomorrow: The maximum 
chance.

DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne
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CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 Paddy crops
6 Fire proof?
11 Wading bird
12 Low-priced
13 Cunning
14 Make fun of
15 Zodiac animal
16 Justice Fortas
18 Checkers side
19 Binary digit
20 Ticked off
21 Rickety boat
22 Metal ring
24 Culp/Cosby series
25 Deluge
27 Flue filth
29 Ones with records
32 Dadaist Jean
33 Traffic caution
34 Baby boxer
35 Driver’s aid
36 Follower’s suffix
37 Hole number
38 Bumbling
40 “Good-night” girl
42 Concur
43 Greek sorceress
44 Buttes’ kin
45 Church parts
DOWN
1 What mown lawns do
2 Scaly pet
3 Help-the-police program
4 Sushi choice
5 Trunk type
6 Took steps
7 That girl
8 Frighten-ing events
9 Relent
10 Passed quickly

17 OPEC units
23 All the rage
24 Business abbr.
26 Strange stuff
27 Dr. Seuss character
28 Grove fruit
30 Subtlety
31 Tears
33 Places
39 Soup sphere
41 Tear

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
The only Full Moon that is opposite your 

sign all year is taking place today. This is 
why you will feel some challenges when 
dealing with partners and close friends. 
Guard against knee-jerk reactions.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Be extra patient with co-workers, 

customers and bosses today. People 
all around you are losing it because of 
today’s Full Moon (and this could include 
you).

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Everyone can feel the tension of today’s 

Full Moon, including children. Be patient 
with kids. Similarly, romantic partners will 
have to be patient with each other.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Avoid domestic squabbles today. It’s 

just Full Moon tension. This tension is 
gone in 48 hours. (No biggie.)

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
This is an accident-prone day for you 

because the Full Moon tension could cre-
ate distractions that, in turn, could cause 
an accident. Forewarned is forearmed.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Disputes about shared property, taxes, 

debt, insurance matters and inheritances 
might come to a head today, because of 
the Full Moon. Try to avoid these if pos-
sible. Wait 48 hours.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Today the only Full Moon in your sign all 

year is taking place. Yikes! This can make 
you overly emotional. Guard against knee-
jerk reactions. Think before you speak, 
especially with partners and close friends.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Stress to your health as well as stress 

in your job are likely today, because of the 

energy of the Full Moon. Don’t take this too seriously. (It 
passes very quickly.)

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
This is an extremely poor day to have an argument 

with any authority figure. The Full Moon will blow every-
thing out of proportion. Remember this.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Today you feel the classic dilemma of trying to do the 

impossible: keeping everyone at home happy, as well as 
everyone in your job. You just can’t do it. (Don’t ignore 
family.)

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
The energy of today’s Full Moon could distract you 

enough to cause an accident. Be aware of this. If you are 
mindful, this doesn’t need to happen.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Financial stress or arguments about shared property 

could come to a head today because of the Full Moon. 
Wait 48 hours before you decide on anything important. 


