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PONTO THE OFFICE DOG SAYS:
After silence, that which comes 
nearest to expressing the 
inexpressible is music.

KAREN STEIN
karen.stein@lee.net

ABERDEEN, Ohio | For more than 
22 years, Kay Marshall and most of 
her family have been organizing fes-
tivals and events in Aberdeen to help 
children and their families.

She spends most of her free time 
either organizing events, including 
the first Easter Egg Hunt and party 
at Aberdeen’s park this Saturday, or 
collecting donations for year-long 
events as well as the community 
food pantry, Chief Clark Gast of the 
Aberdeen Police Department, said.

“I can’t remember a time when she 
and her sister were not organizing 
festivals,” Gast said.

One of the goals of events held 
throughout the year is to raise funds 
for the annual Hometown Christ-
mas. 

Last year, more than 500 people 
received presents, Marshall said.

“I don’t know how many times 
I’ve heard over the years, those are 
the only presents their children will 
receive for Christmas. We do this for 

the children. That is 
what it is all about 
—the kids,” Marshall 
said.

“It all began al-
most 23 years ago 
when David Barbour 
was mayor. He de-
cided he wanted to 
do something for the 
kids at Christmas, so 
he donated a Christ-

mas tree to every class and they 
researched different countries and 
decorated the trees based on that re-
search,” she said.

“He called me and my sister, Lynn 
Kragler, then we have recruited more 
over the years. So many give so much 
... so many times we dwell on the 
negative and miss all the positive. 
Everyone in the festival committee 
are about giving back to the commu-
nity,” Marshall said.

“This year, we were blessed with 
an abundance of donations from a 
secret source ... from Easter eggs, 
baskets, to prizes for the children. 
That is why we were able to get this 

going for Easter. And to keep it go-
ing, we will need donations for it 
again. Really, that is how we are able 
to do this all, throughout the year,” 
Marshall said.

“When we got all the Easter stuff, 
Lynn and I immediately began 
brainstorming. We so hope this will 
become an annual event. There will 
be 40 prizes in the actual egg hunt, 
then 40 more door prizes. This is one 
of the fun things about organizing 
all this. And of course, the shopping 
too. 

“The money we raise through 
events like yards sales, and vendor 
booths on July 4th help pay for toys 
for Christmas,” she said.

“This is never about me, Kay Mar-
shall. I couldn’t do it without every-
one on the festival committee, espe-
cially my sister. I might help direct 
but she does all the running. And if 
you don’t have a strong committee 
behind you, you can’t do anything,” 
Marshall said.

Aberdeen woman works behind the scenes
22-YEAR VETERAN VOLUNTEER MAKES EVENTS SUCCESSFUL

WENDY MITCHELL 
wendy.mitchell@lee.net

BROOKSVILLE | A knock on a door in the 
dark can be disconcerting for some people.

When a Bracken County man began 
stopping at homes along side roads in the 
country a few nights ago, residents became 
concerned.

According to Bracken County Sheriff 
Howard Niemeier, the man was asking 
residents for money for gas.

“I am not sure that was his real reason for 
asking for money,” Nieimeier said.

According to the Bracken County Neigh-
borhood Watch, an “unknown male has 
been reported to us who has been randomly 
stopping at homes out in the county with 
the same story line. He has approached 
several homes on different nights on Salem 
Ridge Road and Justice Drive asking to use 
the phone because he ran out of gas.”

“The last report we had was Wednesday,” 
Niemeier said.

Niemeier was able to identify the man 
and has spoken with him since Wednesday, 
he said.

“He has been told he cannot do that and 
should cease the activity,” Niemeier said. 
“It appears he has complied.”

If the activity resumes, residents should 
contact the Bracken County Sheriff’s of-
fice, he said.

Any suspicious activity should be re-
ported to Bracken 911, Niemeier said.

Since a warning appeared to be heeded, 
Niemeier declined to name the man.

Panhandler 
worries 
Bracken 
residents

See EVENTS, A2 

BARBARA ORTUTAY
Associated Press

NEW YORK | If you think tex-
ting while walking is dangerous, 
just wait until everyone starts 
wearing Google’s futuristic, 
Internet-connected glasses.

While wearing a pair, you can 
see directions to your destina-
tion appear literally before your 
eyes. You can talk to friends over 
video chat, take a photo or even 
buy a few things online as you 
walk around.

These glasses can do anything 

you now need a smartphone or 
tablet computer to do — and then 
some.

Google gave a glimpse of 
“Project Glass” in a video and 
blog post this week. Still in an 
early prototype stage, the glasses 
open up endless possibilities — 
as well as challenges to safety, 
privacy and fashion sensibility.

The prototypes Google dis-
played have a sleek wrap-around 
look and appear nothing like 
clunky 3-D glasses. But if Google 
isn’t careful, they could be dis-
missed as a kind of Bluetooth 

earpiece of the future, a fashion 
faux-pas where bulky looks out-
weigh marginal utility.

In development for a couple 
of years, the project is the brain-
child of Google X, the online 
search-leader’s secret facility 
that spawned the self-driving 
car and could one day send el-
evators into space.

If it takes off, it could bring 
reality another step closer to sci-
ence fiction, where the line be-
tween human and machine blurs.

“My son is 4 years old and this 
is going to be his generation’s re-
ality,” said Guy Bailey, who works 
as a social media supervisor for 
a university outside Atlanta, Ga. 
He expects it might even be fol-
lowed by body implants, so that 

in 10 years or so you’ll be able to 
get such a “heads-up display” 
inside your head.

Need a transition here
“There is a lot of data about 

the world that would be great 
if more people had access to 
as they are walking down the 
street,” said Jason Tester, re-
search director at the nonprofit 
Institute For the Future in Palo 
Alto, California.

That said, “once that informa-
tion is not only at our fingertips 
but literally in our field of view, it 
may become too much.”

Always-on smartphones with 
their constant Twitter feeds, 
real-time weather updates and 
“Angry Birds” games are already 
leaving people with a sense of in-

formation overload. But at least 
you can put your smartphone 
away. Having all that in front 
of your eyes could become too 
much.

“Sometimes you want to stop 
and smell the roses,” said Scott 
Steinberg, CEO of technology 
consulting company TechSavvy 
Global. “It doesn’t mean you 
want to call up every single fact 
about them on the Internet.”

Still, it doesn’t take much to 
imagine the possibilities. 

What if you could instantly 
see the Facebook profile of the 
person sitting next to you on the 
bus? 

Google creates a spectacle with latest internet project
AIMS TO MELD HUMAN AND GOGGLE 
WITH FUTURISTIC GLASSES PROJECT

See GOOGLE, A2 

BROTHER CAN YOU SPARE ...

KAREN STEIN, THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT
Aberdeen Community Building’s food pantry is full of 
Easter baskets ready for the Easter Egg Hunt scheduled 
for Saturday at 11 a.m. Aberdeen Police Chief Clark Gast 
fills baskets with toys for the celebration.

KAY 
MARSHALL

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Darius Miller wore a smile almost as 
wide as his wingspan.

The remnants of the basketball net hung from his neck 
like a Hawaiian lei.

The national championship was special to every player 

on the Kentucky roster, but it probably meant the most to 
Miller.

Miller was born in Kentucky.
He wore the No. 1 jersey as Mr. Basketball in 2008. He 

lofted above his head a Sweet Sixteen championship trophy 
for Mason County High School the same year.

And now there was Miller with the net around his neck, 
clinging to the NCAA Tournament title trophy with both 
hands.

NCAA championship 
means most to Miller
‘I’M BLESSED TO BE A PART 
OF SOMETHING LIKE THIS’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Kentucky’s Darius Miller cuts down the net after the NCAA Final Four tournament college basketball championship game against Kansas 
Monday in New Orleans. Kentucky won 67-59.

See MILLER, A2 


