
April 22 is Earth Day, a
good time for homeowners
and renters to thank
Mother Nature for her
bounty and consider some
changes that could help
save the planet — and mon-
ey.

DEAR MR. MYERS:
Thanks for your recent tip
about using vinegar, baking
soda and boiling water to
clear a clogged drain. It
worked like a charm and
saved us about $10 for a
bottle of liquid drain clean-
er, not to mention the $75
or so that it would have
cost for a plumber. Do you
have more “homegrown”
remedies like this?

ANSWER: Sure. I was sur-
prised at the number of let-
ters that I received from my
beloved readers after that
column was printed a few
weeks ago, and many of
them sent along other tips
that can save homeowners
money while also helping
to safeguard the environ-
ment.

April 22 is “Earth Day,”
the day that we thank our
little planet for the great
stuff it has given us. But
let’s face it: The oceans are
dying, air quality is getting
worse and the nation is run-
ning out of places to throw
its garbage. The govern-
ment’s efforts to clean up
the mess have been largely
unsuccessful.

Yet, some experts say
the most important battle-
ground in the war against
pollution isn’t on the sea or
in the air — it’s in our own
homes. Below are some
good, chemical-free and
cost-saving ideas that I
have received from readers
in the past few weeks. All
have been vetted by ex-
perts, ranging from
chemists to People for the
Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mals (commonly called
“PETA”), a nonprofit group
that supports various envi-

ronmental campaigns as
part of its efforts to protect
our four-legged friends.

■ Mothballs: They’re ef-
fective to keep insects away
from clothes in a closet, but
they don’t come naturally
from moths or their, er,
you-know-whats. They are
instead made in a factory
with dichlorobenzene, a
chemical that has been
linked to cancer among hu-
mans and has killed mil-
lions of fish after the dis-
carded balls are thrown
into the garbage or flushed
down the toilet.

Mothballs also have
killed numerous children
after the kids ate them be-
lieving that they were
harmless candy.

A safer way to protect
your clothes, kids and the
environment is to store
your outfits in a bug-proof
cedar closet or chest. If that
option is too expensive,
says a representative for
PETA, slip a few cedar
chips (available for $10 per
bag or less at most home-
improvement stores) into
the cover that holds your
fancy suit or gown.

“It’s like having a cedar

closet, but only costs a few
bucks,” one letter writer
agreed. Three others said
that an inexpensive sachet
of dried lavender, tucked
into one of the garment’s
pocket or covering bag, will
work just as well.

■ Fleas: More than one
half of all American home-
owners have a dog or cat
that’s roaming about their
abode. Many pay hundreds
of dollars a year for fancy
prescriptions, canned
sprays, collars or over-the-
counter drugs aimed at
keeping the little buggers
away.

Trouble is, inhaling
sprays or simply handling
flea collars can pose risks to
both people and their pets.
And when the cans or col-
lars are used up, they get
tossed into the trash and
wind up taking more space
in our nation’s dwindling
number of landfills.

There are cheaper and
more eco-friendly alterna-
tives. A PETA representa-
tive says a small amount of
fennel, rue, rosemary or
garlic added to a pet’s daily
food bowl can bust the
bugs, save money, and
lighten the load at the near-
est dump.

■ Floors and stainless
steel: Home economists say
that a cup of white vinegar
mixed with two gallons of

water can remove dull or
greasy film buildup on
floors, while baking soda or
mineral oil is good for pol-
ishing stainless steel. Both
are safer and cheaper than
store-bought cleaners.

■ Mildew: A mixture of
lemon juice and salt, or
white vinegar and salt, can
replace store-bought (and
sometimes dangerous)
mildew removers.

Vinegar, which typically
costs only a dollar or two
for a bottle, has lots of oth-
er money-saving and eco-
friendly uses. It’s a
biodegradable and effec-
tive way to clean a stained
toilet. A few readers said
that one part of vinegar
coupled with three parts of
olive oil also makes a good
furniture polish. Other let-
ter writers suggest a mix-
ture of two parts olive oil
and one part lemon juice.

■ The Garden: Many
insecticides are particularly
dangerous to both personal
health and the environ-
ment, especially when rain
or a sprinkler system wash-
es the residue off the grass,
down the curb, into the
sewer and out to the ocean.

Surveys suggest that
about half of all insecticides
are sold to combat ants. But
simply washing counter-
tops, cabinets and floors
with equal parts of vinegar

and water can help keep
the bugs out of a kitchen.

Several readers offered
an alternative. “You just
pour a line of cream of tar-
tar where the ants are en-
tering the house, or even
the garden,” wrote one.
“They won’t cross the line.”

I tried it in my own gar-
den, and it worked. The
small can of tarter cost me
only 99 cents at a local dis-
count store.

■ Fertilizer: You might
think that the manure you
put on your lawn or garden
is chemical-free. But many
aren’t, in part because po-
tentially harmful chemicals
must be added to kill bacte-
ria and spur the vegeta-
tion’s growth. No bull.

Starting a backyard
compost heap instead can
be a penny-wise, environ-
mentally sound choice,
says the Sierra Club.

Leaves, grass, fruit rinds
and other organic waste ac-
count for about one-third of
all trash collected from sin-
gle-family homes.

Compost kits can be
purchased for less than
$100 at most home-im-
provement or hardware
stores, or can be built with
a simple wood frame and
chicken wire. Their mulch
“makes a great fertilizer,
but doesn’t have the chem-
icals that those store-
bought fertilizers have,”
wrote one reader. 

“My tomatoes are al-
ready popping up, and so
are most of my flowers. I
saved money, and I think
that maybe I did a little bit
to save the Earth,” she
wrote.

Write to David Myers at 
P.O. Box 2960, Culver City, CA

90231-2960. Cowles
Syndicate Inc. 
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SUCCESS REALTY
The Dave Team

Dave
Earls

502-974-4199

John
White

270-268-8106

220 N. Dixie Blvd., Radcliff, KY  40160
270-351-2286 or 1-800-962-4461

Ask how to save even more with “Military Best”

www.DaveTeam.com • Dave@DaveTeam.com
www.ftknoxmilitarybest.com

Steve 
Campbell

270-766-7956

98 RYDER CT., RINEYVILLE  4 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, spacious 
rooms. Shows better than new.
 $215,900

105 TWIN LAKES, VINE GROVE
5 minutes to post. Custom 
cabinets, hardwood and tile floors. 
 $154,900

217 CECIL DR., RINEYVILLE In 
law suite, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
fireplace, large backyard with 
custom deck. Call for new price.

315 EASTERN DR., RADCLIFF 
3 bedroom, 2 full bath, one owner,
many updates, corner lot with 
basement. Call Dave for new price.

OPEN 
SUNDAY 2-4

ABSOLUTE

247 S. Wilson Rd., Radcliff, KY • 270-352-7451
Email: heartlandauctionco@yahoo.com

Donna Spangenberger
Principal Auctioneer

REAL ESTATE: A 3 bedroom, 1.5 bathroom duplex featuring a new Trane AC/
heating unit, updated vinyl windows, new ceramic tile in kitchen, dishwasher, 
fenced in yard, carport, concrete drive and more! This duplex is a perfect starter 
home or a great investment opportunity.
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Freezer, washer and dryer, refrigerator, like new 7 piece 
bedroom set, daybed, Wii System in the box, Bose surround sound speaker 
system, Poulan self-propelled mower, Dell computer, computer desk, sofa and 
loveseat, glass top table, German wood carved plates, lawn tools, corn-hole game 
and too many other items to mention.
MISCELLANEOUS: 2007 Fleetwood Utah pop-up camper which sleeps 6. Camper 
has slide out, stove, sink roof AC and awning. This camper is like brand new!
TERMS: Real Estate: $5000 down day of auction and balance with deed within 30 
days. 2012 property taxes prorated. Possession with deed. Personal Property: Cash 
or good check. 10% buyer’s premium will be added to all winning bids on both 
personal property and real estate to determine the final sales price. 

Everything Will Sell To The Highest Bidder!!
The Estate of Linda Williams Executrix: Lucille Warren

SATURDAY, APR 28th @ 10:00 AM
1313 BRAMBLETT BLVD., RADCLIFF 

Charles Ballard
Principal Broker

Joe Guy Hagan

1609 N. Dixie Ave., Elizabethtown  • 270-740-2100
www.century21joeguyhagan.com

ESTATE AUCTION

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, April 22nd • 2PM-4PM

163 North 
Innsbrook 

Court
$198,900

 (270) 268-5408
177 Towne Dr, 

Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Gale Neagle

OPEN HOUSE • OPEN HOUSE • OPEN HOUSE • OPEN HOUSE • OPEN HOUSE

OPEN HOUSE • OPEN HOUSE • OPEN HOUSE • OPEN HOUSE • OPEN HOUSE
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Wonderful 2 story home located on a cul-de-sac in a great neighborhood. 
4 spacious bedrooms, formal dining room, living room with gas fireplace, 
and family room in the walkout basement. New beautiful laminate floors 
in all the bedrooms. Wonderful fenced back yard that backs up to trees.

Directions: Hwy 210 to left on Valley Creek Road, left on 
Penbrooke Drive, left on N. Innsbrook Court.

O
PE

N
 H

O
US

E 
• 

O
PE

N
 H

O
US

E 
• 

O
PE

N
 H

O
US

E 
• 

O
PE

N
 H

O
US

E 

www.goseegale.semonin.com

��� PUBLIC ���

AUCTION
SATURDAY, MAY 5TH, 2012 

STARTIN’ @ 10:00 A.M.
Directions: From Elizabethtown, KY
take WK Pkwy. West 13 miles to White 
Mills/Eastview exit. Turn left onto Hwy. 
84, go approx. 2 miles, turn right onto 
Center-Point Road at the Firehouse, 
proceed 2 miles to auction site!

WATCH FOR SIGNS!

Located @: 2309 Center-Point Rd., Sonora, KY 42776

LARGE
SALE

��� RESTROOMS! ���

FOOD
SERVED

NO BUYER’S 
PREMIUM

Statements made day of sale take precedence over printed or written material. All items sold As-Is w ith NO warranties expressed or implied.

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE:
“WOW” What a great sale, outstanding collection of 

items to be sold. Auction will be held Rain or Shine under 
the “Big Tent”. Come out and spend the day with us for 
an exciting, fast paced auction you don’t want to miss!!

Terms of Payment: Cash or Check w/2 IDs
Auctioneers: David Goins #RP7318,

                              Brandon Goins #RP3209
F.M.I. Call (812) 458-6354 or visit website
www.auctionzip.com Auctioneer ID #4805

We will be selling the outstanding Personal Collection
of Truman Strader including the following:

Terms of Guns: Guns are Personal Collection of Truman Strader. Buyer must be of legal age to 
purchase firearms and a resident of the state of Kentucky. All Federal & State Firearm Laws will be  inacted.

RIFLES
HLR 25-06 single shot w/scope
Marlin 30-30 lever action w/scope
Daisy 22 auto model #2201
Savage model #6A 22 auto
J.C. Higgins model 29 22 auto
Remington Target Master 22 bolt
Stevens model 125 22 bolt w/scope
Stevens model 954 22 auto
(2) Remington model 6 22 single shot
Wards Western Field 22 bolt
Marlin 30-30 lever action
Glenfield model 60 22 auto
Ruger M77 Hawkeye 25-06 w/scope
Ruger M77 Mark III 308 w/scope
Winchester model 95 30 gov’t-06
Mossberg 810 AH 30-06 w/scope
Stevens 22 bolt
Ruger mini thirty 7.62x39
Remington 700 243
Ruger 10-22 w/scope
Winchester model 94 AE 30-30
Winchester model 58 22
Hamilton Rifle model 27 22
Rem #770 300 win mag w/scope
Win model 290 22 auto w/scope
Stevens Little Scout 22
Win model 1890 22 WRF pump
Colt 22 pump octagon barrel
Win model 94 32 win spl
Rem model 700 7mm w/scope
Savage Edge 25-06 w/scope

SHOTGUNS
Charles Daly 12 ga auto
Mossberg model #185D-B 20 ga. bolt
Universal Firearms 12 ga. auto
Browning A-5 Light Twelve 12 ga auto
Stevens 12 ga double w/hammers
Browning A-5 12 ga
Lefever 16 ga double
Marlin model 200 410 single shot
Mossberg 500 12 ga
Remington Sportsman 20 ga auto
Winchester 1400 12 ga auto
Savage model 755A 12 ga auto
Winchester model 97 12 ga auto
Springfield 16 ga single shot
Ted Williams model 200 20 ga pump
Fox Savage model B 12 ga double
12 ga double w/hammers
H & R 16 ga single shot
Franchi 12 ga. auto
Rem 12 ga Sportsman (Browning pattern)
Winchester model 1300 12 ga pump
Tristar 20 ga auto
Smith & Wesson model 1000 20 ga auto
High Standard 20 ga pump
Stevens 12 ga double barrel
Rem 12 ga auto (Browning pattern)
Rem 870 Express mag 12 ga in box
Winchester model 1911 12 ga auto
EAA Corp 20 ga single shot
Winchester Ranger 20 ga auto
(2) Winchester model 50 12 ga auto

Remington Sportsman 12 ga auto
Remington model 48 12 ga auto
Remington 887 212 ga pump
Rem Sportsman 16 ga (Browning pattern)
Winchester model 37A 12 ga
Winchester model 1897 auto
Remington 1148 12 ga
Remington Wing Master 12 ga
Stevens 12 ga double barrel
Ranger model 103-5 12 ga over & under
Savage model 330 12 ga over & under
12 ga double barrel w/hammers
L C Smith 12 ga double barrel w/hammers
Ithaca model 51 Featherlight 12 ga auto
Ithaca model 37 Featherlight 12 ga pump
Rem 870 Wing Master 12 ga
Remington 1148 28 ga
Remington 1148 410
(2) Stevens single shot 410
PISTOLS
Ruger D90 45 ACP
Ruger Redhawk 44 mag
Jennings model 48 380 auto
High Standard Sentinel 22 snub nose
Smith & Wesson model 5 38 special
Llama 45 auto
Western Ranger 22 revolver
German pistol cal 6.35 mm
Smith & Wesson 9 mm auto 2 clips 15 shot
Walther PI 9 mm
Smith & Wesson model 22 A 2 clips in box
Ruger Blackhawk 357
High Standard Sentinel deluxe in the box 22

Antique Furniture, Pepsi Machine, Collectible Smalls
Walnut Victorian Furniture: Including Lincoln Bed; M/T dresser w/mirror; (2) washstands, 1 w/M/T; ma rble insert 
dresser w/Wishbone mirror; cherry dropleaf table; cherry chairs, spinnet desk; cash iron items; seve ral prints & frames 
including: Don Ensor & others; few old toys; marbles; stoneware crocks & jugs including (2) Sunny Si de-Lebanon, KY
jugs; oak wall phone; rocking chairs; advertising signs; glass bottom & stoneware butter churns; key wind kitchen clock; 
nice showcases including: cigar, cathedral & bow glass; brass spittoon; child’s “Radio Tot” wagon; o ld bicycles; Soap 
Box Derby race car; pre-historic & historic arrow heads; and Indian rock collection; unusual collect ors Pepsi, cherry 
sugar chest, walnut Jackson press, outdoor store-house Coca-Cola clock, 1940’s slot machine.

Gold & Silver Coins, Currency
(3) $1,000 Dollar Bills • (3) $500 Dollar Bills • (100) $1.00 Silver Certificates

Several Gold Coins including:
$20.00 Graded Gold Pieces • (300) Silver Dollars (Dated 1800’s)

• (75) Carson City Silver Dollars • (100) Walking Liberty Half Dollars
• 1921 & 1928 Silver Peace Dollars

ATVs, Riding Mower & 
Livestock Trailer

Polaris Sportsman 90 cc, good condition; 
Kawasaki Bayou; John Deere Sabre, nice 

15 hp, 42” mulch deck; Bonanza 16 ft. 
Livestock Trailer.

KNIVES: APPROX. 50 CASE POCKET KNIVES.

Auction will be held Rain or Shine under the “Big Tent.”

Auction will be held Rain or Shine under the “Big Tent.”

NO BUYER’S 
PREMIUM

Homeowners can take easy steps to save money,environment
R E A L  E STAT E A S K  D A V E  M Y E R S

DAVE 
MYERS


