
After a busy period of ministry in 
Jerusalem where Jesus performed 
miracles of healing and held many 
discourses teaching the people, the 
Lord went into what might have 
been a time of rest. 

Crossing the Sea of Galilee, He 
found that a great crowd of people 
had seen Him leave the eastern 
shore of the lake and had gone by 
land in the hope of seeing Him on 
the other side. As Jesus sat down 
with His disciples on the moun-
tainside up from the lake shore, He 
looked over the multitude, assem-
bling to hear Him. They had come 
because of His miracles. 

Time slipped away until it was near the close of day. The 
people had not eaten. They had forgotten their hunger, but 
Jesus did not fail to recognize their need. He spoke to His 
disciples about the opportunity. 

Philip and Andrew had suggestions but little faith. It 
was the latter, who found a lad who had been thoughtful 
enough, or his mother had, to bring a lunch. Jesus took the 
boy’s lunch and provided a feast for the 5,000 people wait-
ing to be fed. 

The result of the feeding of the 5,000 was that many peo-
ple believed that Jesus was the promised Messiah.

Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life” (v. 35). Jesus was 
not asking the people to accept a mere man. He identified 
Himself as the Son of God. He, the Son of God, was and is 
the bread of life.

1. As bread (food) is necessary to the sustenance of life, 
so Christ is necessary to eternal life. There is no way to 
live except though daily nourishment. Life comes through 
eating. There is no way to have eternal life except through 
Jesus Christ the Lord. He is necessary to life.

2. As bread is suited to all, young and old, weak and 
strong, savage and civilized, so Jesus is suited to all who are 
suited to Him. The rich and the poor need Christ. The illit-
erate and the educated must have Jesus for everlasting life. 
The savage and the civilized must come to the feet of Jesus.

3. As bread is necessary for daily food, so daily commu-
nion with Christ is necessary for spiritual growth. To the 
child bread is necessary for growth; for the adult bread 
(food) is necessary for daily strength. So to feast upon 
Jesus is necessary for growth. Daily to connect with Him 
is essential to spiritual health. Jesus is the bread of life for 
daily food.

4. As bread satisfies the human body, so Jesus satisfies 
the hungry soul. The multitudes looked to Jesus for physical 
food. He pointed the people to the bread of life and to the 
sustenance of spiritual feasting. It was a difficult transition 
for the people to make. They could understand physical 
bread, but they could not understand spiritual bread. They 
had heard about the manna of Moses, but the bread of life 
was something new to them.

5. Bread is prepared. So was Jesus prepared before the 
foundation of the world to give Himself a ransom for the 
sins of all. Bread grows as wheat, ripens as grain, is cut 
down in the harvest, is ground into flour, and is subjected 
to the oven’s fire for finishing. Jesus grew from a baby, 
became a boy, ripened into manhood, was cut down by His 
enemies, and was ground into sacrificial death as the bread 
of life. He gives sustenance to all who believe in Him.

The body is dependent upon food for life and strength. 
The appetite of hunger prompts to the seeking and the eat-
ing of food. There is a correspondence between the hunger 
that craves and the food that satisfies. 

There is a parallel arrangement in the spiritual realm. 
We are weak, dependent, craving beings, with an imprac-

ticable desire to the highest good — a desire not to be 
appeased by earthly provisions. It is a spiritual appetite 
which may be deadened by carnal indulgence, by sinful 
habit, yet which ever now and again recurs. Deep in the 
soul of every person is a hunger that is more than just 
physical hunger. 

Just as our bodies have an instinct for survival, so do our 
souls. Only when we feed on the true bread from heaven 
will we ever escape the gnawing dissatisfaction of spiritual 
emptiness. 

Jesus taught us to pray, “Give us today our daily bread.” 
These words, of course, are about physical food that we 
need to live from day to day. 

But are we as eager to pray each day for the bread from 
heaven — the soul food — that enables us to live forever? 
It is only when we take Jesus into our souls that the soul’s 
deep hunger can ever be satisfied. 

As we accept and embrace His atoning death on the 
cross following the plan of salvation in its entirety, we are 
consuming the bread that gives life. 

As we digest the teachings of Jesus and incorporate them 
into our lives, we are consuming the bread that gives life. 
Jesus is the bread of life. 

He is the source of life, the giver of life, the sustainer of 
life. His words, His atoning death, His very presence in our 
hearts — those make up the true bread that gives our soul 
life.

(Harold Greenfi eld has been in the ministry since 1951. He 
has written the Sunday School lesson for the newspaper since 
1981. He’s pastor of Wallonia Baptist Church.)
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Marketplace is a form of Va-
cation Bible School that has been 
going strong in Princeton for the 
past 21 years.  

The goal of this interdenomi-
national activity is to bring the 
Bible to life by letting children 
experience the culture and ac-
tivities of the time period being 
studied.

This year’s Marketplace is set 
for Thursday, May 31, Friday, 
June 1, and Saturday, June 2, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Marketplace is held under the 
trees on the campus of St. Paul 
Catholic Church on South Jeffer-
son Street, but is a joint effort of 
St. Paul, Ogden Memorial United 
Methodist Church, Central Pres-
byterian Church, First Christian 
Church and joining them this 
year is Northside Baptist Church.

To attend Marketplace, par-
ticipants can range from age 5 
(entering kindergarten this fall) 
through 2012 fi fth grade gradu-
ates.  There is also a group for 
students attending middle school 
right now.

This year, participants at Mar-
ketplace will meet Abraham, Jo-
seph and Moses and will travel 
from the Land of Canaan to 
Egypt, where they will end up in 
slavery and will actually make 
bricks.  

The last day’s lunch will be 
quickly eaten as the fi rst Pass-

over.  
As Israelites, the participants 

will leave Egypt crossing through 
the Red Sea into the wilderness 
where they will only have water 
from a Rock to drink and will 
fi nd manna for food.  

Marketplace will close at the 
foot of Mt. Sinai where the Lord 
God will be worshiped.  

“We want our children to see 
God as a friend like Abraham, 
to know God can take the worst 
situations and turn them around 
like Joseph, and to understand 
that God hears their cries and will 
provide like the Israelites coming 
out of Egypt,” said Meghan Tra-
vis of Ogden Memorial United 
Methodist Church. 

During Marketplace, par-
ticipants are divided into the 12 

tribes of Israel. As tribes, they 
will attend synagogue and will 
listen to the storyteller. They will 
also make their own bread to be 
eaten for lunch.  

The children also have free 
time to wander through the 
booths at Marketplace where 
they can make different crafts.

Applications to attend Mar-
ketplace are now available from 
the following churches: Ogden 
Methodist, Central Presbyterian, 
First Christian, St. Paul Catholic, 
and Northside Baptist.  

To enroll, a completed regis-
tration form and fee of $7 is due 
to one of the listed churches by 
May 16.  

For more information, contact 
Meghan Travis at Ogden Memo-
rial, 365-3528.

Interdenominational VBS
Marketplace preparations underway

Staff Report • The Times Leader

VBS WITH A DIFFERENCE
• What: A Biblical Experience
• When: Thursday through Saturday, May 31-
June 2, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day
• Where: St. Paul Catholic Church campus
• Presenting Churches: St. Paul Catholic, Ogden 
Memorial United Methodist, Central Presbyte-
rian, First Christian, Northside Baptist
• Registration due by May 16

Sharing Bible stories

Hands on study
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Local volunteers like Doug Johnson visit 
Marketplace each year to portray Biblical 
characters and share their stories with chil-
dren. Marketplace is an interdenominational 

Vacation Bible School open to children ages 
5 and up and will be held Thursday, May 31, 
Friday, June 1, and Saturday, June 2, this year 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

In the Marketplace, local 
children complete crafts that 
coincide with their daily les-
sons. This year, they will be 
making their own bread. Five 
local churches — St. Paul 
Catholic, Ogden Methodist, 
Central Presbyterian, First 
Christian and Northside 
Baptist — are teaming up for 
this year’s event, the 22nd 
annual of its kind.
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