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LaCENTER, KY – Ballard Memorial
High School will have new instructors
for two of its most visible programs
next year, agriculture and band, as well
as a new head coach for boys' basket-
ball.

Danielle Reeser is graduate of Mur-
ray State University, and will be only
the third ag teacher at Ballard in 32
years. "I'm ready. I'm excited," she
said. "I've been dreaming of this." The
Spencer Countian received her bache-
lor's degree in May, but said she knew
she wanted to be a teacher from the age
of 5. "My grandmother was a teacher,
and I always looked up to her," she ex-
plained.

"Danielle is coming to us as a top
candidate from Murray State," said
BMHS Principal David Meinschein.
"Her energy, drive and leadership will
grow our program and benefit our
community."

A Louisville native, Reeser took her
first ag class as part of a regular rota-

tion in the sixth grade. She has a strong
background in horticulture, and would
like to add that to the curriculum at
BMHS. Reeser expects to be visiting
in the community over the next few
months, and said she would be looking
for advisory council members for the
program, particularly among Ballard
County's farm and agribusiness sec-
tors. "I need to know what the com-
munity wants," she said. 

Reeser joined Future Farmers of
American when she was in high
school, and will serve as the adviser for
Ballard's chapter of the organization.
She said she also wanted to build up
Ballard's FFA Alumni chapter.

Heather Waters also holds degrees
from MSU, with a two master's de-
grees in music performance and music
education. She received an additional
teaching certification from the Univer-
sity of Kentucky. Although she said
she was not from a musical family, the
Murray native began playing the flute

in the sixth grade. She has traveled and
performed throughout the world, in-
cluding Japan, Singapore, Ireland,
France, Switzerland, Austria and Ger-
many, where she also studied German
literature. 

"Heather's musical knowledge, va-
riety of cultural experiences and com-
mitment to the arts will ensure that
BMHS continues our strong band tra-
dition," Meinschein said. 

Waters didn't begin teaching until
she was in graduate school. "I loved
working with the students so much,"
she said. She said she expected to em-
phasize performing, with marching
band practices beginning in July.  

Matthew Botner, an assistant coach
for the last two years at Asbury Uni-
versity in Wilmore, Ky., will be Bal-
lard's new varsity boys' basketball
coach. The Winchester, Ky., native also
was head coach at a middle school
there for three years. 

continued on page A2

BMHS hires new ag teacher, band
director, boys' basketball coach

The American Cancer Society has
selected Ed Adami to be the in
memoriam chair for this year’s
Relay For Life® of Ballard County,
which will take place at LaCenter,
KY on June 8 & 9, 2012.
Mr. Adami was the former Superin-
tendent of Ballard County Schools
who passed after a brief bout with
cancer in 2011.  He began his teach-
ing career in 1976 and came to Bal-
lard County as band director in
1987.  He left Ballard and served in
Carlisle County as Director of Pupil
Personnel for about six years and re-
turned to Ballard in 2001 as DPP.  In
2004 he became superintendent.  Ed
had a tremendous impact on his stu-
dents, his school district, and Bal-
lard County as a whole.  The Relay
For Life Committee thought it was
only fitting to have the event this
year in his memory.  He supported
Relay and continued to allow the
event to take place on the school
property year after year.  His friend
and co –worker, Kevin Chatellier
will have the opening remarks in his
memory at Relay on June 8, 2012 at
6:00pm.

The world’s largest grassroots
fundraising movement, Relay For
Life mobilizes communities
throughout the country to celebrate
people who have battled cancer, re-
member loved ones lost, and pro-
vide participants with an
opportunity to fight back against the
disease.  

Relay For Life events are held
overnight as individuals and teams
camp out at an athletic track, park or
other gathering area, with the goal
of keeping at least one team mem-
ber on the track or pathway at all
times throughout the evening.
Teams do most of their fundraising
prior to the event, but some teams
also hold creative fundraisers at
their camp sites during Relay. Relay
brings together friends, families,
businesses,  schools, faith-based
groups all furthering the American
Cancer Society’s efforts to save
lives by helping people stay well, by
helping them get well, by finding
cures and by fighting back. 

“Here in Ballard County, funds
raised by our Relay For Life event
are making an impact on so many
lives”,  said Pat Warford, RFL Chair.
“From making possible the vital
American Cancer Society programs
and services that support those in
our community facing a diagnosis,
to life-changing cancer research and
medical discovery, to advocacy for
access to quality health care for
everyone affected by cancer, the
money raised through Relay For
Life of Ballard County is helping
further the vision of a world with
less cancer and more birthdays.”
Support the community and fight
back by attending this years Relay!

See page A2 for 

Schedule of Events

by Kelly Paul
Editor, Advance Yeoman

LA CENTER- The Neighbors Unify-
ing Ballard County Association held
its monthly meeting on Monday, June
4th. The meeting focused on upcom-
ing events and focused primarily on
those occurring in June.
In an effort to encourage the commu-
nity to shop locally, NUBC will host
the Ballard County Farmer’s Market
Produce, Yard & Craft Sale on June
23rd.  This fun event will feature food
and is sure to provide fun for every-
one.  Those who would like to set up
to sell items that day are welcome to
set up just for the day or for the sea-
son.  The set-up cost is just $5.00.
The Produce, Yard & Craft Sale will
take place from 8 a.m. thru 5 p.m. and
vendors are welcome to begin setting
up at 7 a.m. Some spaces are shaded;
water and electricity is available, but
space is limited.  There will be clean
restrooms available.   To reserve a
space, call Elaine Jarvis at 270 665-
5057.

On June 26th at 6 p.m., the Ballard
Center will host an open mixer with a
focus on growing professional net-
works of connections with businesses.
This event, called Ballard Businesses
Unified, is meant to bring a group of
like minded business people together

where they can help each other.
Everyone that shares the common in-
terest of building business in Ballard
County is invited. Ballard Businesses
Unified is a group of area business
people that share a common goal to
grow business through networking
and referrals.

Those who attend Ballard Busi-
nesses Unified will find out what is
going on with other businesses and
see how they can help each other all
while networking in a fun ice cream
social setting.  They will also get to
hear more about Ballard Businesses
Unified and how it will help their
businesses. A key topic will be about
advertising for our area and special
events.  Norma Pruitt of Kentucky
Great River Road Organization

(KGRRO) will be speaking as well as
another area business woman who
will share how her business is known
worldwide.  If you would like to get
involved now, call Traci Ledford at
270 556-6217.

In a continuing effort to bring Bal-
lard County together with its common
bond of honoring those who have
served or are currently serving in the
military, NUBC is sponsoring a
fundraiser to honor Ballard County
military personnel.  The association is
selling banners that can be placed in
residents' yards.  Banners are avail-
able for each branch of the military.
The cost is $30.  Up to 2 words may
be added for an additional $10.00.
The banner does not include a hanger.
Anyone interested in purchasing a
banner should contact Elaine Jarvis at
(270) 665-5057 or Cindy Martin at
(270) 665-8500.

NUBC is always looking for peo-
ple who want to be a part of an or-
ganization whose focus is on bringing
the residents of Ballard County to-
gether.  Those interested are encour-
aged to stop by the next NUBC
meeting to find out what being a
member is all about.  Meetings are
held on the first Monday of the month
7:00p.m. at the Ballard County Ex-
tension office at 110 Broadway in La
Center.

As of July 1, the state of Kentucky no longer will pay for the back-
ground checks required for school volunteers. Cost of the checks is
$10 per person.

Ballard County Schools is requesting that anyone who plans to vol-
unteer at any district school for the 2012-13 school year please get his
or her background check done during the month of June.

For more information, please call Diana Hook at 665-8400, ext.
2005, or email Diana.hook@ballard.kyschools.us.

American Cancer Society
Relay For Life in Ballard Co.

in Memory of Ed Adami

Unity in the Community

Danielle Reeser Heather Waters Matthew Botner

Background Checks for Ballard Schools

A representative from the Padu-
cah Office of Kentucky Legal Aid,
will be present at the Ballard County
Senior Citizens Center, located in
Barlow, Kentucky, to provide legal
services for senior citizens needing
assistance if a prior appointment has
been made.  The next scheduled date
is June 27, 2012, at 2:00 p.m.  No
fees will be charged to individuals
aged sixty (60) and over in accor-
dance with the Title III grant regu-
lations.  Services are provided on a

somewhat limited basis in civil
(non-criminal) law and public ben-
efit cases for qualifying individuals
and cases.  If you would like to con-
sult with a legal representative, you
will need to call and make an ap-
pointment with the director of the
senior citizens center by noon the
day before we are scheduled to be
there.  If no appointments are made,
then a legal representative will not
be available.  Kentucky does not
certify legal specialties. 

Kentucky Legal Aid will be
at Senior Citizens Center

- by appointment only

STONEHAVEN NURSERY
270-331-2288 - Shawn Livingston
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