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WILDCAT TAILGATING,

 TAMPA, Fla. — Rep. Paul D. Ryan 
of Wisconsin, whose budget plans 
have come to define conservative op-
position to President Barack Obama’s 
governing philosophy, accepted the 
Republican vice-presidential nomina-
tion on Wednesday as his party em-
braced the gamble that the small-gov-
ernment principles he represents have 
more political payoff than peril.

Before an audience of conservative 
party faithful gathered here for the Re-
publican convention, Ryan, 42, turned 
his relative youth to his advantage, 
saying he would stand with Mitt Rom-
ney in embarking on a generational 
struggle to protect the very social pro-
gram — Medicare — that Democrats 
accuse him of trying to dismantle.

“I accept the calling of my genera-
tion to give our children the America 
that was given to us,” Ryan said. “And 
I know that we are ready.”

Fully embracing the vice-presi-

GOP RUNNING MATE 
DEFENDS MEDICARE STANCE

Ryan says he, Romney 
ready to lead nation

By Jim Rutenberg
The New York Times

The nation’s top civil 
rights lawyer visited the Fay-
ette County Public Schools 
in Lexington on Wednesday, 
urging students to stand up 
and get involved in efforts to 

end all forms 
of bullying in 
schools.

Assistant 
U.S. Attor-
ney General 
Thomas E. 
Perez, who 
heads the Jus-
tice Depart-
ment’s Civil 
Rights Divi-
sion, spoke to 
and fielded 
q u e s t i o n s 

from about 700 freshmen, 
representing all five Lexing-
ton public high schools, at 
the school district’s Norswor-
thy Auditorium. Some other 
freshmen in their respective 
schools could watch live on 
the district’s TV channel and 
could text or email questions . 

“Education, my parents al-
ways taught me, is the great 
equalizer,” Perez said. “But 
you can’t get a quality educa-
tion if you don’t feel safe in 
school. You can’t get a quality 
education if you’re constantly 
... wondering whether you’re 
going to be harassed or beat-

RIGHTS CHIEF TAKES 
MESSAGE TO FAYETTE

By Jim Warren
jwarren@herald-leader.com

Stopping 
bullying 

takes 
teamwork

Thomas E. 
Perez leads the 
Justice Depart-

ment’s Civil 
Rights Division.

THE REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTION 

Kentucky’s two U.S. sena-
tors unloaded sharp criticism 
o n President Barack Obama 
in their speeches Wednesday 
night at the Republican Na-
tional Convention.

U.S. Sen. Rand Paul of 
Bowling Green questioned 
whether Obama is qualified 
to lead America, implying 
that Obama does not under-
stand how the private sector 

works.
Senate Minority Leader 

Mitch McConnell of Louisville 
said the United States “is in 
desperate need of leadership, 
and we believe Mitt Romney 
is the man for the moment.” 

McConnell and Paul led 
off the evening speeches on 
the second day of the GOP 
convention in Tampa, Fla., 
to make Romney the party’s 
presidential nominee. Paul’s 

SPEECHES LEAD OFF CONVENTION’S SECOND NIGHT

Paul, McConnell 
make GOP’s case

By Jack Brammer
jbrammer@herald-leader.com

Paul Ryan
accepted the 
vice presiden-
tial nomination 
at the Republi-
can convention 
on Wednesday 

night.

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., spoke 
for 16 minutes at the GOP con-
vention in Tampa, Fla.

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE | ASSOCIATED PRESS

See BULLYING, A9

Tragic results: Bullying might have 
been motive for Maryland shooting 
on first day of school. Page A8

See CONVENTION, A2See GOP, A2

NEW ORLEANS — Seven years to the day 
that Hurricane Katrina and the levee failures 
unleashed a deluge of devastation on the Gulf 
Coast, Hurricane Isaac brought its own dis-
tinctive mode of destruction, drenching the 
coast not with a quick blow but with an unre-
mitting smothering.

It pummeled the Mississippi coast with 
a series of roundhouse jabs, while suffocat-
ing southern Louisiana under its maddening 
pace. On its crawl up from the coast, Isaac 
dumped more than a foot of rain in some 
places and shoved before it a violent storm 
surge that would soon bring back the terrible 
old images of 2005: people marooned on roof-
tops, rescue workers breaking into attics with 
axes and the survivors clutching what little 
they had left.

The worst-hit part of the coast was Plaque-
mines Parish, the finger of land that follows 
the Mississippi River out to the Gulf of Mex-
ico, and the place where both Isaac and Ka-
trina first made landfall. Fears that a gulf-side 
levee would be overtopped by Isaac’s massive 
surge were well-founded. Those on the par-
ish’s east bank who ignored Monday’s order 
to leave were forced into their attics when the 
gulf poured in, filling up the bowl between the 
levees with up to 14 feet of water.

“We’ve never seen anything like this, not 
even Katrina,” said a visibly rattled Billy Nun-
gesser, the parish president, in a briefing to 
reporters.

Isaac 
hammers 

Gulf 
Coast

By Campbell Robertson and Kim Severson
The New York Times

See a photo gallery online.

Sam Maltese, center, was among 60 to 70 people rescued from flooded homes Wednesday in Braithwaite, La., 
just outside New Orleans. Residents there were trapped as floodwaters accumulated between two levees.

DAVID J. PHILLIP | ASSOCIATED PRESS

People rescued from their 
flooded homes lifted up their 
dog and climbed aboard a 
Louisiana National Guard 
truck. Up to 14 feet of water 
covered Braithwaite, La., in 
Plaquemines Parish as Hurri-
cane Isaac lingered in the area 
for most of the day.

GERALD HERBERT | ASSOCIATED PRESS

Isaac might storm the 
field for UK-U of L

Football fans likely to experi-
ence remnants of the hur-
ricane on Sunday. Page C1

See HURRICANE, A2

MANY CAUGHT OFF GUARD; 
STORM DRENCHES NEW ORLEANS 

ON ANNIVERSARY OF KATRINA

SaintJosephHeartInstitute.org

More people choose Saint Joseph
Heart Institute because we have
the most experience in heart
care. That’s why we treat more
hearts than anyone in Lexington.
Give your heart the best.

We treat more hearts
than anyone in Lexington.
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$199 for 2-Night Hotel
Accommodation to Hilton Head.


