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Southern Baptists elect 
first black president 
New Orleans: The Southern Baptist  Convention 

voted Tuesday to elect its first black president 
in one of its biggest steps yet to reconcile the 
167-year-old denomination’s troubled racial past 
and appeal to a more diverse group of believers.

The Rev. Fred Luter Jr. was unopposed in being 
elected by thousands of enthusiastic delegates 
Tuesday at the annual meeting of the nation’s 
largest Protestant denomination in his hometown 
of New Orleans.

Pastor David Crosby of First Baptist New  Orleans 
nominated Luter, calling him a “fire- breathing, 
miracle-working pastor” who “would likely be a 
candidate for sainthood if he were Catholic.”

Stocks rise as markets 
anticipate Fed action

New York: Stocks rose sharply on Wall Street 
Tuesday as traders turned their focus back to 
 corporate news from the United States and hopes 
that the Federal Reserve would come up with 
a plan to jump-start the economy. Banks and 
 materials stocks led the market higher. The Dow 
Jones industrial average soared 95.51 points to 
12,837.33, its highest close in a month. Microsoft 
was one of the biggest gainers. The stock jumped 
3 percent after the company announced a new 
tablet computer called Surface to compete with 
the immensely popular iPad from Apple. 

Congressional leaders push 
for deal on transportation bill

Washington: With the clock about to run out 
on federal highway funding, House Speaker John 
Boehner and Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
sent a message Tuesday to their members: Find a 
way to compromise. 

 Without a conference committee deal by June 
30, Congress will face extending yet again funding 
levels that were set in 2005. An extension might 
force Congress to deal with an issue it has avoided 
for almost three years: how to pay for the nation’s 
long-term transportation needs. 

WORLD

Nuclear talks with Iran pause 
while negotiators reassess
Moscow: Two long days of talks meant to 

 prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons 
ended Tuesday night short of success or  failure, 
and with the possibility of further  negotiations very 
much in question. 

A U.S. administration official said that after 
so many hours of tough exchanges, the parties 
needed to talk to each other, parse what had 
been said, consult with their governments and 
 determine whether there is a road ahead. 

Japan didn’t put radiation 
data to use during disaster
Tokyo: The United States shared detailed 

 radiation measurements with Japan in the early 
days of the 2011 Fukushima Daiichi nuclear  disaster 
that the Japanese government did not make 
public or use in conducting evacuations, officials 
acknowledged Tuesday. Lacking information about 
the direction of airborne particles, some evacuees 
fled, unknowingly, into the path of the radioactive 
plume. Others stayed for more than a month in 
areas with high radiation because they were beyond 
the government-imposed 12-mile evacuation zone.

Trade Minister Yukio Edano, who oversees 
Japan’s Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency, 
apologized Tuesday for the blunder.
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Supporters of the Muslim Brotherhood’s presidential candidate, Mohammed Morsi, waved posters and chanted slogans Tuesday in Cairo’s Tahrir 
Square, the birthplace of the Egyptian uprising that toppled Hosni Mubarak. The Brotherhood had called for mass demonstrations in Cairo and 
elsewhere to protest the interim charter issued by the military as well as a court ruling last week that dissolved parliament.
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CAIRO — Egypt’s Hosni 
Mubarak was on life support af-
ter suffering a stroke in prison 
Tuesday, deepening the country’s 
uncertainty just as a potentially 
explosive fight opened over who 
will succeed him.

Mubarak, 84, suffered a “fast 
deterioration of his health,” and 
his heart stopped beating, the 
state news agency MENA and 
security officials said. He was 
revived by defibrillation but then 
had a stroke and was moved from 
Torah Prison to a military hospi-
tal in Cairo.

MENA initially reported that 
he was “clinically dead” upon ar-
rival, but a security official said 
Mubarak was put on life support. 
The official spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he was not au-
thorized to speak to the media.

Maj. Gen. Mohsen el-Fangari, a 
member of the ruling military coun-
cil, told the Al-Shorouk newspaper 
Web site that Mubarak was in “very 
critical condition” but denied he 

was dead. Mubarak’s wife, Suzanne, 
came to the hospital, where Muba-
rak was in an intensive care unit, 
another security official said.

The developments came amid 
threats of new unrest and political 
power struggles, 16 months after 
Mubarak was ousted by a popular 
uprising demanding democracy.

Earlier Tuesday, both candi-
dates in last weekend’s presiden-
tial election claimed victory.

The Muslim Brotherhood, em-
boldened by its claim that its can-
didate won the election, sent tens 
of thousands of supporters into the 
streets in an escalation of its con-
frontation against the ruling gener-
als who invoked sweeping powers 
this week that give them domi-
nance over the next president.

Some 50,000 protesters, most-
ly Islamists, protested in Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square, chanting slogans in 
support of Brotherhood candidate 
Mohammed Morsi and denounc-
ing the generals.

“It is not possible to have a 
revolution and then have military 
rule and a president with no au-
thority,” said protester Moham-

med Abdel-Hameed, 48, a  school-
master who came with his son 
from Fayyoum, an oasis province 
60 miles southwest of Cairo.

The conflicting claims over the 
election could further stoke the 
heat. The campaign of Mubarak’s 
former prime minister, Ahmed 
Shafiq, said Tuesday he won the 
election, denying the Brother-
hood’s claim of victory. Hundreds 
of Shafiq’s supporters took to the 
streets in Cairo in celebration.

The election commission is to 
announce the official final results 
Thursday, and either way the los-
er is likely to reject the result. If 
Shafiq wins, it could spark an ex-
plosive backlash from the Brother-
hood, which has said Shafiq could 
win only by fraud.

The sudden health crisis of 
Mubarak, who is serving a life 
prison sentence, briefly overshad-
owed the political standoff.

Moving Mubarak out of prison 
to Maadi military hospital is likely 
to further infuriate many in the 
public. Many Egyptians have been 
skeptical of earlier reports that his 
health was worsening since he was 
put in prison June 2, believing the 
reports were a pretext to move 

him to another facility. There is a 
widespread suspicion that security 
and military officials sympathetic 
to their old boss are giving him 
preferential treatment.

The criteria for using the term 
“clinically dead” are “poorly de-
fined,” said Dr. Lance Becker, a Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania emergency 
medicine specialist and an Ameri-
can Heart Association spokesman.

“My speculation would be that 
he had that sort of event where 
his heart temporarily stopped,” 
said Becker, who is not involved 
in Mubarak’s treatment. “That 
doesn’t mean that it’s irrevers-
ible.” Life support can be used to 
keep his blood circulating and re-
place breathing if he is unable to 
do so on his own, Becker said.

Mubarak has been serving a 
life sentence at Torah Prison for 
failing to stop the killing of pro-
testers during the 18-day uprising 
against his rule last year. The ver-
dict against him already has been 
a spark for protests — thousands 
massed in Tahrir Square when the 
court acquitted him and his sons 
on separate corruption charges 
and cleared several top security 
chiefs on the protester killings.
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Egypt in political turmoil; 
Mubarak on life support

By Hamza Hendawi  
and Sarah El Deeb 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A congression-
al committee moved Tuesday to ex-
empt so-called “premium hand-rolled 
cigars” from oversight by the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

The carve-out, backed in large part 
by lawmakers from Florida with close 
ties to cigar makers, wouldn’t pro-
hibit the FDA outright from regulat-
ing the fancy cigars sold primarily at 
high-end tobacco shops. But there’s a 
stern warning in the language accom-
panying an FDA spending bill that 
the House of Representatives Appro-
priations Committee passed Tuesday: 
“The committee reminds FDA that 
premium cigars have unique charac-
teristics and cost-prohibitive price 

points and are not marketed to kids. 
Any effort to regulate cigars should 
take these items into consideration.” 

That language worries anti-tobac-
co crusaders such as the Campaign 
for Tobacco-Free Kids. They fear 
that tobacco companies will exploit a 
loophole to apply the regulations to 
all cigars, including those that “en-
compass a variety of non-premium 
cigars with sweet flavors, low prices 
and colorful packaging that appeal to 
youth.” 

“We’ve seen how the companies 
can manipulate their products,” said 
Danny McGoldrick, vice president 
of research for the Campaign for To-
bacco-Free Kids. “Some products that 
used to be cigarettes are now large 
cigars.” 

Cigar bill worries tobacco foes
By Erika Bolstad

McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — A Russian 
ship carrying attack helicopters to 
the Syrian government turned back 
toward home Tuesday after its Lon-
don-based insurance carrier, warned 
by the British government that the 
delivery would violate European 
Union sanctions, canceled coverage. 

U.S. and British officials said 
the ship, which had reached the 
North Sea near Scotland, appeared 
to be returning to its home port 
on the Baltic Sea. 

The Obama administration de-
clined to claim credit for stopping 

the journey of the Russian-owned 
merchant vessel Alaed. But the 
insurance tactic was originated 
by the Treasury Department four 
months ago to prevent at least two 
shipments of Syrian oil from reach-
ing the open market via Iran, a se-
nior administration official said. 

In the earlier episodes, the U.S. 
insurer of a Liberian-flagged ves-
sel and the European insurer of a 
Maltese-flagged ship both canceled 
coverage after being told they were 
violating U.S. and EU sanctions pro-
hibiting any involvement in arms 
shipments or economic support for 
Syria, according to the official, who 

spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity about the sensitive issue. 

The administration shared the 
tactic with its European allies, the 
official said. EU sanctions imple-
mented two months ago prohibit 
insurance on Syrian goods. 

About a dozen M-25 helicopters 
aboard the Alaed were first sold to 
Syria during the Soviet era and had 
been returned to Russia some time 
ago for refurbishment. The Obama 
administration charged last week 
that the aircraft, which it said were 
on their way back to Syria, would 
be used in President Bashar As-
sad’s attacks against civilians. 

Insurance canceled, ship carrying 
helicopters to Syria turns back

By Karen DeYoung
The Washington Post

RENEWALBYANDERSENLEXINGTON.COM

Visit Our Showroom:
2551 Richmond Rd. Suite 4
(Just off New Circle Road behind Panera Bread)

M - F 10 to 5 and Sat 9 to 3

Offer expires 06/30/12. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Loans provided by EnerBank USA on approved
credit, for a limited time. Repayment terms 48 months, 0% fixed APR, equal monthly payments.

Call for FREE in-home consultation: (859) 963-3344

START TO FINISH WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Unrivaled style
and performance

at an incredible value.

$150 OFF
Per window

AND
48 MONTHS
INTEREST
FREE


