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I told my friend he was overreacting 
and pointed out he had several differ-
ent types of men from which to choose. 
Surely, he could fi nd one who was worth 
his vote. I offered President Obama as a 
possibility.

“He’s way too smooth, has too many 
cool friends and enjoys spending my 
money too much,” Amos said. “Obama 
looks more like he belongs in G.Q. 
magazine than on Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Besides that, he’s a fast talker with a 
boatload of pat answers, just like the car 
salesman who sold me my Edsel back in 
1959. He won’t get my vote.”

I told Amos that there were plenty of 
other candidates out there. I suggested 
Newt Gingrich.

“Not in a million years,” Amos said. 
“I couldn’t stand to turn on the television 
every night and hear that loud mouth 

“It’s driving me crazy,” my friend, 
Amos, said as he sat at his kitchen table. 
“I hate when this time rolls around.”

I fi gured Amos’s taxes had him 
down. I told him he might as well pay 
his dues and calm down because there 
wasn’t anything he could do about it.

“It’s not taxes on my mind, it’s the 
presidential race,” he explained. “I fi nd 
all the candidates miserable. I wouldn’t 
want to be seen in public with any of 
them.”

spouting off. Who in the world wants a 
man who has made his living arguing as 
the president? He doesn’t like women, 
the poor, homosexuals and probably 
doesn’t like anything else except the 
refl ection he sees in the mirror. My dog 
would be a better president. At least he 
only speaks when he’s spoken to.”

I then said a lot of people were turn-
ing to Rick Santorum.

“Not me!” exclaimed Amos. “He’s 
too goofy, conservative and emotional. 
I’m afraid if he’s elected president, he 
would declare war on Jupiter, Iran and 
all the liberals on the same day. I’m way 
too old for that kind of excitement.”

I next brought up Mitt Romney and 
said many experts predict he will be our 
next president.

“Read my lips,” said Amos. “Rom-
ney is a billionaire who has fl ip-fl opped 

This and That

See School Teams, page 3

too many times. I can’t support some-
one who doesn’t have the courage to 
tell the truth. Besides, every time he 
opens his mouth, I cringe.

If none of those candidates appealed 
to him, I thought Ron Paul might be 
Amos’s man. I was wrong.

“There’s something fi shy about that 
guy,” Amos argued. “ He doesn’t seem 
to like anything and it sounds like he 
wants us to bury our heads in the sand 
and pretend the world’s problems don’t 
exist. I don’t trust him.”

After listening to all this, I told 
Amos I had just the candidate for him. I 
suggested he do what millions of other 
Americans were probably going to do. 
When it comes time to pick a president, 
he should cast his ballot for the front-
runner in nearly every state:  None Of 
The Above.

See Spring, page 3

Amos can’t fi nd a candidate

High School honor rolls - See page 4

Amelia Samuel Jared Courtney C. J. Sadler

By Bobbie Hendrix
Education Reporter

The academic teams 
at Gallatin County High, 
Middle and Upper El-
ementary Schools have 
excelled for a number of 
years. Their coaches are 
quick to place all the glo-
ry on the students but, as 
we all know, coaches are 
an important denomina-
tor in the success of any 
team. 

Coaching the high 
school academic team this 
year is Florence native 
Joe Deters. He has been 
on the faculty at Gallatin 
County High School for 
eight years and currently 
teaches algebra II and pre-
calculus.

Deters earned an un-
dergraduate and master’s 
degree in fi nance and mar-
keting from the University 
of Tennessee before earn-
ing another master’s de-
gree in business manage-
ment from Georgetown 
College. After working 
in the corporate business 
world and teaching some 
classes at Northern Ken-
tucky University, he was 
led to teach full time 
and accepted a position 

with the Gallatin County 
School System. This is 
his fi rst year to coach the 
academic team. 

Dara Hale currently 
teaches algebra and cal-
culus  at Gallatin County 
High School. She has also 
taught geometry in past 
years.

Hale has taught at 
Gallatin County High 
School for nine years 
and was the academic 
coach at Gallatin County 
High School for seven 
years before coaching the 
middle school this year. 
Prior to teaching at Galla-
tin County, she taught at 
Holmes High School for 
18 years and coached the 
academic team there. 

Hale is a native of Dry 
Ridge but now makes her 
home in Ghent with her 
husband, Mark, who is 
Director of Transportation 
with the Gallatin Coun-
ty School System. She 
earned her undergraduate 
degree from Georgetown 
and her masters degree 
and rank I from Northern 
Kentucky University. 

Melodiellen Daniel 
and Steven Trenkamp 
coach the Gallatin County 

Upper Elementary School 
academic team.

Trenkamp is a resident 
of Burlington and a gradu-
ate of Northern Kentucky 
University. He teaches art 
to students in the fourth 
through eighth grades and 
has been teaching at Gall-
atin County since 2008. 
He has been coaching the 
academic team for the 
past two years.

Daniel is a resident 
of Carroll County and a 
graduate of Western Ken-
tucky University. She 
earned her master’s de-
gree from Northern Ken-
tucky University and has 
taught at schools in North 
Carolina, Tennessee, and 
Kentucky. She currently 
teaches fi fth grade and has 
been teaching at Gallatin 
County since 2002. She 
has coached the academ-
ic team for the past ten 
years.

The coaches credit 
their teams’ success with 
the students’ natural in-
terests in certain sub-
jects; students’ retention 
abilities; and their love of 
competition and knowl-
edge. Coaches say that 
practices reveal a stu-

dent’s strengths that they 
can call upon and the 
weaknesses they need to 
work on. They prepare 
for meets by practicing 
written tests, quick recall, 
and individual subjects by 
utilizing online programs 
and tests.

Three students on the 
academic teams advanced 
to the state competition 
this year. Stand-outs Jar-
ed Courtney, C.J. Sadler 
and Amelia Samuel re-
ceive much of the credit 
for the academic teams’ 
success. 

Jared Courtney is a 
sixth grade student who 
enjoys reading books 
about history and watches 
the History Channel, the 
Biography Channel, the 
Discovery Channel and 
the Military Channel. He 
regularly plays war strat-
egy games such as Su-
premacy 1914, Grepolis, 
and eRepublik. He also 
enjoys camping, fi shing, 
and golfi ng with his dad. 

The calendar says 
spring began Tuesday but 
those of us living in Gall-
atin County kissed winter 
goodbye long ago. In fact, 
after one of the mildest 
winters on record, this 
week it will feel more like 
the beginning of summer 
than spring.

The unusually warm 
weather has put early 
blooms on fl owers and 
trees and motivated gar-
deners to get their veg-
etables in the ground.

“It’s time to get to 
work,” said gardener Den-
nis Roberts as he picked 
up cabbage, onion, and 
other plants at the South-
ern States store in Warsaw 
on Saturday morning. “If 
this weather keeps up, I’ll 
be putting vegetables on 
my table in no time.”

Water temperatures in 
area lakes, ponds and riv-
ers are about 10 degrees 
warmer than usual which 
means fi shermen are also 
getting their season off to 
an early start.

“I went crappie fi sh-
ing last weekend over at 
Big Bone,” a man watch-
ing Gallatin County High 
School’s baseball game 
said on Monday. “The 
water temperature was al-
ready 60 degrees which is 
unheard of in the middle 
of March. The fi shing was 
great.”

The early spring has 
also brought lawnmowers 

out of winter storage ear-
lier than usual.

“I can’t believe it’s not 
even April and everyone
is mowing their lawns,”
said assistant baseball
coach Jimmy Roberts at
Monday’s game. “That’s
okay with me though. It
can stay 80 degrees all 
year long and I’d be hap-
py.”

The warm weather
comes with some draw-
backs, however. Allergy 
suffers have found their 
symptoms aggravated 
by pollen from the many
trees and bushes that are 
blooming early.

Also, Gallatin County
extension agent David
Hull warns the lack of
killing freezes this winter 
could increase crop dam-
age from insects and dis-
eases.

Hull also warns gar-
deners not to jump the
gun this spring.

“This has been an un-
precedented winter,” said
Hull. “We’ve had warm 
spells in winter before 
but it usually cools off at
night. It’s not doing that 
this year and soil temper-
atures are already 60 de-
grees. If someone wanted 
to gamble, he might go
out and plant corn but I
sure wouldn’t advise it. If 
anyone does put out their 
vegetables, I advise them 
to be ready to protect

The Gallatin County 
Sheriff’s Department 
will conduct traffi c safety 
checkpoints on all county 
roads from March 23 to 
April 8.

The intent of the 
checkpoints is to confi rm 
drivers have the proper 
registration and licenses, 
are not impaired and that 
their vehicles are safe. 
Violators of any law will 
be arrested.

Looking for homes
With the addition of 19 dogs recently seized at

the home of Karen Bryant, the Gallatin County 
Animal Shelter is now overfl owing. Here, vol-
unteer Nichol Whitaker shows off two of more 
than 30 dogs up for adoption. Bryant, who was
charged with animal cruelty, pleaded not guilty  
in Gallatin District Court on Tuesday.

Spring begins
but it feels
like summer
Mild weather brings out
blooms and mowers

Academic teams excel with
help from coaches, students

Help for storm victims
Dorman Products employee Bob Shinkle loaded a skid of nails the company donated to vic-

tims of the March 2, tornadoes onto Sheriff Josh Neale’s trailer on Friday. Neale took the nails 
and  health care products donated by Triad Health Systems to the Crittenden Baptist Church for 
distribution. Other Dorman employees who helped organize the relief effort were Donna Gross, 
Donald Miller and Joe Calloway. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Sheriff will
conduct
traffi c stops


