
Supports Godbey
at LCHS

Dear Editor,
I want to let every reader know

what an awesome young man Tim
Godbey is. He is the principal at
Lincoln County High School, a
great Christian, great husband, fa-
ther and friend. I hope that the
state will see that he has been try-
ing to implement a lot of changes
at Lincoln County High School
and will continue to let him strive
toward the prefect goal.

Please be praying for him and
the Lincoln County school system,
not only the teachers but also the
students and their parents. Lin-
coln County is an awesome place
to live, and I think Tim is doing
such a good job, and I support him
100 percent.

ank for letting me voice my

opinion and good luck Lincoln
County and Mr. Godbey.

Pat Young
Waynesburg

Restaurants oppose 
new tax on meals

Dear Editor,
A bill has been introduced in

the state legislature to allow a new
tax to be levied on Kentucky fami-
lies and the Kentucky Restaurant
Association is actively working to
defeat it. 

House Bill 368 would authorize
every city in Kentucky to impose a
tax of up to 3 percent on the meals
you eat in a local restaurant or the
carryout orders you pick up. e
legislation would effectively in-
crease the tax you pay on food and
beverages by 50 percent, by adding
a 3 percent local restaurant tax on

top of the 6 percent state sales tax.
Families are still struggling to

make ends meet, and the restau-
rant industry recognizes that fi-
nancial reality. 

Our members have experienced
a significant drop in their own rev-
enues as our customers have re-
acted to the economic downturn.
e Kentucky Restaurant Associa-
tion is convinced that another tax
on our customers is simply more
than they can or should be ex-
pected to bear.

If HB 368 passes, your city will
have the ability to tax every pre-
pared meal you purchase to fi-
nance what these government
officials decide are “quality of life”
expenditures. 

e Kentucky Restaurant Asso-
ciation doesn't believe restaurant
customers should be responsible
for helping cities make up short-

falls in their budgeting, so we op-
pose HB 368 and hope you will,
too.

e restaurant industry in Ken-
tucky employs more than 180,000,
generating nearly $6 billion in
sales. Why would one industry's
customers be expected to “make
right” what government can't
seem to manage? If that concerns
you, please contact your state rep-
resentative and your state senator
to let them know what you think
about HB 368 by calling 1-800-
372-7181. A real person will an-
swer the phone and help you.

Stacy Roof, president and CEO
Kentucky Restaurant Association

Reporter spoke 
for silent groups

Dear Editor,
Joanna King, in “Just, no,” (Feb.

9, Opinion page) spoke for many
silent Kentuckians on the issue of
children and animal abuse in Ken-
tucky.  

It is shocking to learn that Ken-
tucky is reported to have the high-
est per-capita rate of children who
die due to child abuse or neglect.
She also makes us aware that Ken-
tucky also ranks, for the fourth
consecutive year, as the state with
the weakest animal abuse laws.  

Where are the laws to protect
these two groups that cannot help
themselves?

Shirley Slater
Harrodsburg
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Fear of
Muslim

Americans
overblown 
CHICAGO — It seems

that every week, some
really important news

fails to get enough
headlines. A story
that crept by amid
last week’s bloated
political coverage
was a study that
showed how few
Muslim Americans
are involved in ter-
rorist activities. 

“Muslim-American Terrorism
in the Decade Since 9/11” was re-
leased last Wednesday by the Tri-
angle Center on Terrorism and
Homeland Security, a consortium
of the University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill, Duke Univer-
sity and RTI International. It
found that attempts at terrorism
by Muslim-Americans were down
for the second year in a row.
Twenty Muslim-Americans were
arrested for terrorist crimes in
2011 — only one was accused of
executing an actual terrorist at-
tack — down from 26 in 2010 and
49 in 2009.

e author of the study,
Charles Kurzman, a professor of
sociology at UNC, wrote that
“Muslim-American terrorism
continued to be a minuscule
threat to public safety last year.
None of America’s 14,000 murders
in 2011 were due to Islamic ex-
tremism.” 

While the 20 white, African-
American and Arab Muslim-
Americans arrested for
terrorism-related crimes are obvi-
ously 20 too many, the number is
significantly low considering that
there are about 3 million Muslims
in America. 

According to the consortium,
193 Muslim Americans have been
arrested or convicted of violent
terrorism offenses since 9/11 — a
number completely out of sync
with the fears of the extremely
vocal minority who believe that
Muslim Americans hate America. 

Of course to those of us paying
attention, these statistics aren’t
any real surprise: Studies come
out all the time showing that
America’s Muslim community is
peacefully adopting our cultural
norms like every other immigrant
group in this country’s history. 

Last September, the Pew Re-
search Center’s survey on Muslim
attitudes found that despite con-
stant targeting by government
anti-terrorism programs — some
of which act on outsize suspicions
about Muslims, such as those in
an ultra-slanted film that the New
York City Police Department was
using in training until recently —
Muslim Americans are not angry
or alienated. 

e majority have an unfavor-
able view of al-Qaeda, decry all vi-
olence in the name of their
religion, rate their communities
as excellent places to live and in-
creasingly believe U.S. anti-terror-
ism policies are “sincere.” 

A month before that, a Gallup
poll found that the Muslim-Amer-
ican community is more en-
thused and optimistic about its
country than any other religious
group — and without question
Muslims are loyal to America. 

Some, of course, will never be
swayed. A Florida fundamentalist
Christian group got Lowe’s to
dump its sponsorship of the real-
ity-TV show “All-American Mus-
lim” because it felt the show is
“propaganda that riskily hides the
Islamic agenda’s clear and pres-
ent danger to American liberties
and traditional values.” 

But the facts speak for them-
selves. “ose who predicted an
inevitable, rapid increase of
homegrown violent extremism
among Muslim Americans were
wrong,” said David Schanzer, di-
rector of the center and professor
of public policy at Duke Univer-
sity. As Kurzman noted, “e
challenge is for Americans to be
vigilant about potential violence
while keeping these threats in
perspective.” 

It’s a challenge indeed, but the
fearful among us can check yet
another stereotype off their list.
Muslim Americans are no more
likely to harm us than any other
Americans. 

Esther Cepeda’s email address is es-
therjcepeda@washpost.com. 

Esther Cepeda
Syndicated
Columnist

Obama fumbles budget opportunity
WASHINGTON — Gene

Sperling’s sports
metaphors collided

so often during the
White House budget
rollout that it’s a
wonder the man
didn’t pull a ham-
string. 

e head of Presi-
dent Obama’s Na-
tional Economic
Council suited up

for a Monday afternoon news
conference with a full lineup of
athletic cliches. “We believe man-
ufacturing punches above its
weight economically,” he said,
and the administration’s trade
policy “will level the playing field
against countries around the
world.” 

Sperling, who held the same
position under the less-athletic
Bill Clinton, said his basketball-
loving boss’ policies are “as com-
plementary as good hitting, good
pitching and good fielding is for a
baseball team —  or, to seasonally
adjust, good shooting, good re-
bounding and good playmaking.” 

By the end of the session with
reporters, Sperling was just run-
ning up the score. 

“So I think this president has
very much stepped up to the
plate,” he concluded. 

All the sports talk amounted to
a head fake, or perhaps a quarter-
back sneak, because the real
game the White House was play-

ing was dodgeball: evading any-
thing resembling a serious
budget proposal. 

e White House’s budget for
fiscal 2013 begins with a broken
promise, adds some phony policy
assumptions, throws in a few rosy
forecasts and omits all kinds of
painful decisions. Even then, the
proposal would add $1 trillion
more to the national debt than
Obama contemplated a few
months ago — and it is a non-
starter on Capitol Hill, where
even Senate Democrats have no
plans to take it up. It is, in other
words, exactly what it was sup-
posed to be: a campaign docu-
ment. 

e opposition picked up Sper-
ling’s metaphor and ran with it.
“He has punted again,” said Paul
Ryan, R-Wis., the House Budget
Committee chairman. 

Actually, it was more of a kick-
off, and Ryan opted to receive:
He’ll introduce his own budget in
the coming weeks, and it is likely
to have large tax cuts for the
wealthy and deep cuts to entitle-
ment programs — giving Obama
exactly the foil he wants for the
fall campaign. 

But as a budget writer, Obama
whiffed. e Committee for a Re-
sponsible Federal Budget, al-
though offering a few kind words
for the president’s proposal, said
the plan “would barely stabilize
the debt — and at too high a
level.” 

e budget calls for hundreds
of billions of dollars in new
spending. It shows deficits ex-
ceeding $600 billion in every year
but one over the next decade,
while the debt grows to $18.7 tril-
lion. 

As such, the rollout couldn’t
have been more purely political if
it had included a balloon drop.
After Obama gave his budget
speech, Jeffrey Zients, the acting
budget director, appeared with
colleagues at the Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building to vouch
for the plan. 

“As a business person,” he said,
“I believe the president’s budget
makes the right investments. ...
is is good for business.” 

Wearing a fine suit, purple tie
and spread-collar shirt for the
performance, the multimillion-
aire management consultant
pointed out that the budget is
much more responsible than an
imaginary “baseline” budget, in
which all tax cuts are extended
permanently. 

Zients introduced a colleague,
Domestic Policy Council Director
Cecilia Munoz, announcing that
she “is going to double-click on
the pillar of education.” Munoz
followed up by explaining that
“with the education piece, there
are three or four buckets.” 

But the reporters did not wish
to hear about pillars and buckets.
Reuters’ Caren Bohan asked
about Obama’s promise, upon

entering the White House, to cut
the deficit in half by the end of his
term. Zients and Sperling looked
at each other and hesitated.
“When the president came into
office, we knew things weren’t in
good shape, but we didn’t realize
how bad they actually were,”
Zients finally answered. 

e Washington Post’s Lori
Montgomery asked why the pro-
jected debt had swelled by $1 tril-
lion since September. Zients
spoke about “differences in eco-
nomic assumptions.” 

But that didn’t hold up, be-
cause e Economist’s Greg Ip
pointed out that the White House
is using an optimistic 3 percent
forecast for economic growth this
year, higher than the Federal Re-
serve and private-sector fore-
casts. 

Alan Krueger, chairman of the
Council of Economic Advisers,
said the lofty projection was
made “under the presumption
that the president’s proposals will
become law” — a presumption
that does not seem at all safe. 

CBS’ Norah O’Donnell asked
why the White House decided to
“take a pass on entitlements” in
the budget. 

“I don’t think we take a pass,”
Zients replied. 

Technically, he’s correct. It was
more of a fumble. 

Dana Milbank’s email address is
danamilbank@washpost.com. 

Dana Milbank
Syndicated
Columnist
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