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Come Home To Your
Hometown Bank.

� e minimum balance to open an account and obtain the Annual Percentage Yield is $500.00.
Certi� cates are subject to a penalty for early withdrawal.

Attractive Deposit Rates
Rates e� ective as of 2/2/11

 MMDA Tiers Interest Rate APY
 0-24,999 0.25% 0.25%
 25,000-99,999 0.40% 0.40%
 100,000 and over 0.65% 0.65%

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
91-Day Certi� cates .65% .65%
6-Month Certi� cates .75% .75%
1-Year Certi� cates 1.00% 1.00%
2-Year Certi� cates 1.45% 1.46%
3-Year Certi� cates 1.85% 1.86%
5-Year Certi� cates 2.25% 2.27%
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Rates effective as of 2/15/12

91-Day Certifi cates .30% .30%
6-Month Certifi cates .40% .40%
1-Year Certifi cates .65% .65%
2-Year Certifi cates 1.00% 1.00%
3-Year Certifi cates 1.30% 1.31%
5-Year Certifi cates 1.75% 1.76%

the right to vote on it. The
question is simple: Do we
as leaders listen to our
people or do we ignore
them?”

Despite the long history
of wagering on horses,
Kentucky’s constitution
frowns on casino-style
gambling. And many Ken-
tucky lawmakers have been
reluctant to vote to change
it, knowing they may face
disapproving constituents
in upcoming legislative
elections.

To get through the Gen-
eral Assembly, the pro-
posal has to be approved
by a supermajority of law-
makers. That means 23 of
the state’s 38 senators and
60 of the 100 representa-
tives must vote in favor.

Sen. Tom Buford of
Nicholasville said Tuesday
he believes a majority of
people want the chance to
vote once and for all on
whether gambling should
be expanded, but he isn’t
sure the support is there to
get the constitutional
amendment on the ballot. 

Buford, a Republican,
said he probably would go
along with a measure that
allows people to vote on
the issue, but the governor
may have to work hard in
his own party to get the
current legislation passed
in its current form.

“I don’t think the votes
are there right now,” Bu-
ford said. “They are proba-
bly four or five short at the
moment.”

Rep. Mike Harmon, R-
Boyle County, said he is
generally opposed to any
effort to make gambling

more widespread, and
while he would wouldn’t
mind letting people decide
on gambling, he is not
likely to vote for the legisla-
tion as currently proposed.
Although he would osten-
sibly be voting on whether
the issue could be on the
ballot, Harmon said the
current process would re-
quire him and other legis-
lators to vote for the
amendment as if they
agreed with expanded
gaming.

Harmon said he wasn’t
sure what the House mem-
bers would do with the leg-
islation if it reaches them
in the coming weeks, but
he noted the difficulty in
passing such legislation
without specific provisions
for where the money would
go.

Whatever the outcome,
Buford said the General
Assembly ultimately was
wasting time on what he
called the “two-ton gorilla”
in the room when they
should be working out
other major issues.

“We need to know up or
down because this has be-
come the kind of issue that
doesn’t allow us to get im-
portant things resolved,
like the budget and the
road plan,” Buford said.

Beshear said Kentuck-
ians now are wagering
hundreds of millions of
dollars in casinos in neigh-
boring states.

“That money is being
used to pay for all kinds of
services and public infra-
structure in those other
states,” Beshear said. “As it
stands, we might as well be
backing trucks up to the
Ohio River and dumping

our people’s money into
the water. We need to keep
that money at home.”

That money, he said,
could bolster key govern-
ment services and to sup-
port the horse industry.

“As we all know, Ken-
tucky’s horse industry, one
of our signature industries,
is under attack by other
states,” he said. “Other
states are using gaming
revenue to boost purses
and breeders’ incentives to
lure race horses, brood
mares and stallions away
from the Bluegrass state.”

Martin Cothran,
spokesman for The Family
Foundation, accused the
governor of seeking a
change to the constitution
to aid an industry associ-
ated with the world’s elite.

“This bill is an attempt
by wealthy horse track
owners and casino inter-
ests to buy their way into
the constitution like box
seats at a ball game,”
Cothran said. “This state
has never amended its
constitution to favor one
industry like this. This bill
writes political favors for
the governor’s campaign
contributors into the very
words of the constitution.
The constitution shouldn’t
be used by politicians to
reward their wealthy
friends.”

The governor, who re-
ceived hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars from horse
interests, won re-election
last year.

The legislation, which
was filed Tuesday, doesn’t
specify where the casinos
would be built, other than
that up to five will be at ex-
isting horse racing tracks

and up to two at other loca-
tions more than 60 miles
away from the nearest
horse tracks.

The locations, the cost of
licensing fees and the tax
rates will be decided by the
legislature only if lawmak-
ers approve the constitu-
tional amendment and
voters ratify it.

Cothran said the legisla-
tion, as written, guarantees
no additional revenue for
education, health care,
public safety or local gov-
ernments.

“There are favors for fat
cats, but no specific provi-
sions for public programs,”
Cothran said. “It just shows
what money, power, and
influence can accomplish.”

House Speaker Greg
Stumbo said the House
could make changes to the
proposal if it gets through
the Senate because of con-
cerns “about giving these
constitutionally guaran-
teed licenses to private
businesses.”

Stumbo said he prom-
ised the governor he would
remain open-minded on
the issue, but he ques-
tioned Tuesday whether it
will have enough support
to pass without striking the
language specifying that
horse tracks get casinos.

Thayer said he believes
Kentuckians should have
the right to decide the
gambling issue this No-
vember in an election that
will draw a large turnout
because the presidential
race also will be on the bal-
lot.

“The time is right to put
this issue on the ballot this
November, and let the peo-
ple vote,” he said.

clined comment.
Last week, Mick said the

memorandum was circu-
lated outside of a formal
City Council meeting.
When asked Tuesday if the
document was distributed
through e-mail, Mick as
well as Councilman Mike
Sutton both declined to
comment. 

Councilman Brandon
McGlone said in an e-mail
interview Tuesday he didn’t
“believe it would be appro-
priate to comment specifi-
cally on something that is
being used as a threat of lit-
igation.”  

“There was not an illegal
meeting of council mem-
bers,” Mick said. “I don’t
plan to resign.”

Sutton echoed Mick’s
comments. 

Mick did not sign the
original memorandum be-
cause she wanted the state’s
attorney general to investi-
gate the matter but said in
two telephone interviews
she agrees with the con-
cerns raised.

“This whole situation is

unfortunate and hinders
progress for Lancaster and
Garrard County,” Mick said
Tuesday. “I hope there’s
resolution soon so we can
put all of this behind us.”

Councilman Chris Davis
declined during a Tuesday
telephone interview to dis-
cuss Powers’ allegation of an
illegal meeting but noted
that although Powers has
done a lot of good for the
community in the past, he
had hoped she would resign.

“This has been very, very
hard for me because I’ve
known Brenda since I was a
child,” Davis said. “How-
ever, I am elected official
and I represent the people.
I can’t let my personal life
get involved in this.”

City Council members
Bret Baierlein and Jesse
Wagoner did not return
calls and e-mails seeking
comment.

A date for a special meet-
ing to discuss the matter
was set for Feb. 20, but Pow-
ers requested the meeting
be held on another date so
she can have an attorney
present. That date has not
been set.

number is decreased to 10,
Harmon said a 40-bed unit
in the portion of the jail that
houses state inmates could
be up and running almost
immediately.

at could represent a
substantial shot in the arm
for the jail budget. e jail,
like others across the state, is
seeing costs to house local
inmates increase sharply
while the number of state
inmates dwindles. e
county receives a total of
$31.34 per inmate, per day,
including a medical stipend.
If 40 more beds are added
for the Substance Abuse
Program, it would mean
about $457,000 in new rev-
enue per year, assuming the
allotment stays full.

Harmon said WestCare,
the company contracted to
run the program, likely
would need to hire one ad-
ditional full-time counselor
and one part-time em-
ployee. e county receives
a $9 per diem for costs re-
lated to the administration
of the SAP, which is paid to
WestCare.

Harmon said those in-
volved with SAP at the state
level have expressed their
support for the program and
may back the plan to in-
crease its size.

Boyle’s jail was one of the
first in the state to start an
SAP when it began in early
2010 with locally-hired per-
sonnel. Harmon reiterated
Tuesday that he went after
the program initially be-
cause state Corrections offi-
cials were emphasizing the
shift from simply housing

the overflow of state inmates
to instituting programs like
SAP.

After some bumps in the
road with running the pro-
gram, the county hired
WestCare in August. While
the number of other jails
and prisons with some ver-
sion of a SAP program has
increased, the Boyle County
program has drawn in-
creased attention since the
hiring of Jared omas to
run the program.

Harmon said during the
time omas has been with
the program, there have
been no re-arrests of gradu-
ates and only one warrant
has been sworn for some-
one who completed the pro-
gram. On Tuesday, several
magistrates inquired about
keeping omas around as
long as possible and poten-
tially expanding his work
and outreach. Elected offi-
cials eager to find a solution
to recidivism and balloon-
ing jail budgets have contin-
ued to support Harmon’s
efforts.

“It’s fair to say this is
where things are headed,”
Judge-Executive Harold
McKinney said. “We might
not have any beds filled with
state inmates if we don’t
have these SAP beds, and we
will probably get down to 10
work-release beds whether
we do this or not.

Boyle Fiscal Court voted
to pursue the expanded pro-
gram and Mercer County
Fiscal Court did the same
earlier Tuesday. Officials
from both Boyle and Mercer
gave their approval during
the Joint Jail Committee
meeting last week.

that school is one of the top-
performing public schools
in the state.

“Charter schools work,”
she said, because they allow
for innovation and are tai-
lored to the needs of the stu-
dents they serve.

“A one-size-fits-all model
is really not what our kids
need for the 21st Century,”
she said.

Grover said Montell’s bill
has strong safeguards to en-
sure accountability, includ-
ing requiring them to meet
or exceed standards, and al-
lows them to be closed if
they do not.

“This is a very solid piece
of legislation,” she said.

Howard Fuller, a profes-
sor of education and former
Milwaukee schools superin-
tendent, admitted that
“there are excellent charter
schools, and there are horri-
ble charter schools.” 

He said charter schools
are not a “magic” solution to
public schools’ problems,
but they give educators
more freedom to experi-
ment and hold them ac-

countable for the results.
Rep. Carl Rollins, D-Mid-

way, the committee chair-
man, said he was concerned
that charter schools often
tend to segregate public
school students.

Marcus C. Robinson,
chancellor chief of the group
EdPower said a charter
school in Indianapolis that
he has been involved with is
98 percent African-Ameri-
can, but that percentage re-
flects the population of the
surrounding community.

Wilson Sears, executive
director of the Kentucky
Association of School Su-
perintendents, said public
education in the state has
greatly improved in the 50
years that he has been an
educator, and Kentucky’s
schools are now ranked
14th nationally.

“I would suggest to you
that public educators are
doing an exceptional job,”
he said.

Sharron Oxendine, pres-
ident of the Kentucky Edu-
cation Association, said
Montell’s bill “is not the an-
swer.”

She said she would like

to look at the good things
charter schools are doing
and apply those examples
to all public schools but not
strip other schools of fund-
ing in lean times.

“When you take re-
sources from the public
school system and create
another system, that’s not a
public school,” she said.

Dr. Gary Miron, a profes-
sor at Western Michigan
University who has done
research on education re-
forms throughout the
United States and Europe,
spoke to the committee by
telephone.

Miron said his studies
have found mixed results
regarding the performance
of charter schools. Some
are innovative, he said, but
“on the whole, they are
not.”

He said there is also ten-
dency toward segregation,
although the examples he
found were usually not of
“white flight.”

Rep. Ben Waide, R-
Madisonville, said since the
Kentucky Education Re-
form Act in 1990, public
school funding has tripled,

but yet Kentucky’s schools
are “graduating 18-year-
olds who can’t spell.”

Rollins said the discus-
sion had been a good one,
but it had not changed his
mind. He was still not in-
clined to support charter
schools.

He said the meeting was
“for discussion only,” and
there would be no vote.

Montell said he also was
pleased with the discussion
and thought both sides did
a good job of presenting
their views.

“Certainly, we recognize
that there are charter
schools that are underper-
forming, and we want to
make sure that any legisla-
tion we pass will hold the
bar high so that we don’t
have to go through the
same struggles that other
states have done with poor-
performing charter
schools,” he said.

Montell said his bill has
strong accountability provi-
sions to make sure Ken-
tucky does not repeat the
mistakes some of the earli-
est charter school states
made.
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Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear stands with legislative supporters Tuesday at the Capitol in Frankfort as he announces a bill that would put casino
gaming on the November ballot for voters to decide. 


