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FRANKFORT (KPNS) —
Dozens of protesters have
staged sit-ins outside the gov-
ernor’s office leading up to “I
Love Mountains Day,” but the
last shift before Tuesday’s big
rally went to Footprints for
Peace.

e group deserved a
break — its members spent
the last two weeks walking
here from Eastern Kentucky.

“We’re a little sore, lots of
blisters and lots of Band
Aids,” said Bob ompson, of
Crestwood, minutes after the
walkers reached First Chris-
tian Church, their eating and
sleeping quarters Monday
night. “But morale is high.”

About a dozen people,
hailing from New Jersey to
rural Kentucky, spent the last
12 days walking from Pre-
stonsburg to Frankfort —
about 150 miles — to protest
mountaintop removal min-
ing.

ey joined hundreds of
protesters at the Capitol for “I
Love Mountains Day,” a rally
hosted today by Kentuckians
for the Commonwealth ad-
vocating an end to the coal
mining technique. It’s the
fourth year Footprints for
Peace, a global non-govern-
ment organization that uses
walking to bring awareness to
environmental and social is-
sues, has made the trek,
which is called “Walk for a
Sustainable Future.” While
the group said it was looking

forward to the sit-in before
the rally, Cincinnati resident
Jim Toren, a Footprints for
Peace board member, said
sitting outside the governor’s
office isn’t really Footprints
for Peace’s style.

“We don’t lobby — we do
this from a grassroots per-
spective,” Toren said. “If you
go out and talk to people
face-to-face, heart-to-heart, it
helps to spread the message.”

e walkers began Feb. 1
with a tour of a former moun-
taintop removal mining site
in Hueysville, hosted by Rick
Handshoe.

Handshoe is against
mountaintop removal be-
cause he says the coal mines
have polluted the creek be-

hind his house. Connie Lem-
ley, a Frankfort resident who’s
participated in several sit-ins
outside the governor’s office,
met the group for the tour
and said she was shocked at
what she found.

“e most interesting
thing was to see how close
people were living to it … we
were able to walk from some-
one’s house in four minutes
to the hill (the former moun-
taintop),” Lemley said.

“ere was so much dust
… we could see the coal

trucks barreling down the
road past the houses.”

Lemley arranged for the
group’s accommodations at
First Christian Church and
prepared a homemade din-
ner Monday with fresh food
from her farm. She, along
with her 10-year-old daugh-
ter, Ella Lemley-Fry, met the
group in Lexington Sunday
for the last leg of the walk to
Frankfort. “I really liked the
idea of walking into Frankfort
with this message, and it’s re-
ally neat when people drive

by and honk and see that
message,” Lemley said.

But not everyone was so
friendly. e walkers said
they typically receive warmer
responses once they move
away from the coal fields.

Last year was the first time
the group started in Prestons-
burg — the previous two
years were in Lexington.
Toren said the coal mining
community didn’t know how
to react to Footprints for
Peace.

“ere was a lot of ten-
sion,” Toren said. “ey
looked at us as ‘outsiders,’ but
in reality, our water supply
starts there.”

Lexington resident Larry
Crane, also a board member
of Footprints for Peace, said it
was difficult to start conver-
sations with the miners be-
cause people thought the
protesters were there to take
away their jobs. “Talking to
the people locally and talking
to the miners and having
them express their sorrows in
losing their jobs if we are suc-
cessful (in our protest), we’ve
come to understand that
what we’re really for is a sus-
tainable economy,” Crane
said.

Crane and the others said
if they are successful in stop-
ping coal mining, other
sources of energy, such as

wind and solar, can be used
in the mountains, and miners
can go to work for those in-
dustries.

Crane also suggested the
miners could be put to work
restoring the mountains.

“We don’t have many op-
tions for employment in the
mountains, and if they tear
those down, we won’t have
anything to look at,” Crane
said, adding that the area
could be restored for tourism.
“Who wants to go see toxic
water and creeks?”

As Toren said, the goal of
Footprints for Peace is to
spread the message so others,
like legislators, can find ways
to address the problem.

“We’re trying to get that
idea out in front of the public
… so brighter minds than
mine can figure out how to
build that (renewable energy)
industry and capitalize on it,”
Crane said.

Gov. Steve Beshear toured
Handshoe’s home and the
former mining sites in April.
Handshoe, a former radio
technician for Kentucky State
Police, says his creek has run
orange four times since the
governor’s visit. Beshear has
consistently contended
mountaintop removal is a
cost-efficient and environ-
mentally friendly way to
mine coal.
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LANCASTER — A Lan-
caster woman has been in-
dicted by a Garrard County
grand jury for allegedly mak-
ing false statements under
oath during family court
proceedings.

Rebecca  Snipp, 29, of 966
Hunter Drive, was indicted
on two counts of perjury. 

According to the indict-
ment, Snipp committed

first-degree perjury on Dec.
9 when “she made a materi-
ally false statement in an of-
ficial proceeding before
Garrard Family Court after
being placed under oath.”
She also allegedly made a
knowingly false statement in
a written document “for
which an oath was required
and with the intent to mis-
lead public servants in the
performance of their official
functions,” leading to a count
of second-degree perjury.

Bond was set at $2,500.
James Lee and Julian Lee
testified before the grand
jury.

e grand jury also in-
dicted Brandon Rhodus, 23,
of 2293 Sugar Creek Road,
on a count of first-degree
sexual abuse for allegedly
having sexual contact with a
girl less than 12 years old
during the first three weeks
of May 2011. 

Trooper Paul Blanton,
who investigated, said a so-

cial services worker told po-
lice that Rhodus had al-
legedly abused the daughter
of a former girlfriend. Au-
thorities have never been
able to locate Rhodus for
questioning and a warrant
has been issued for his ar-
rest, Blanton said.

Bond was set at $20,000.
Blanton testified before the
grand jury.

Others indicted were: 
n James Chad Barnes, 32,

of Richmond, receiving

stolen property more than
$500 for allegedly having a
pistol, two saddles, a har-
ness, a chain saw and a trim-
mer, which he knew to be
stolen, on April 12. Bond in-
formation was unavailable.
Trooper Michael Keeton tes-
tified.

n Lucien Broaddus, 35, of
Richmond, two counts of re-
ceiving stolen property
more than $500 for allegedly
having a 1996 Ford un-
derbird and a 1992 Lincoln

Towncar, which he knew to
be stolen, on Dec. 1. Bond
was set at $10,000. Keeton
testified. 

n Richard Roberts, 29, of
Georgetown, theft more
than $10,000 for allegedly
taking a check for $10,207 to
purchase materials and re-
pair a roof in March 2010,
and failing to buy the mate-
rials or fix the roof. Bond in-
formation was unavailable.
Heather Al-Wahaibi testi-
fied.
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Wildlife refuge part
of bird count event

Central Kentucky
Wildlife Refuge will partici-
pate in this year’s Great
Backyard Bird Count, a
four-day event this Friday
through Monday spon-
sored by the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology and e Au-
dobon Society.

Volunteers are welcome
to join a small group at the
refuge in the Loetscher bird
blind for a bird count start-
ing each day at 9 a.m. Once
volunteers have learned
about bird counting, they
are encouraged to conduct
their own counts in their
back yards.

Participants count birds
for as little as 15 minutes on
one or more days during
the four-day period. For
each day, they tally the
highest number of birds of
each species seen together
at any one time and report
them to the event’s website
at www.birdcount.org.

In 2011, participants
submitted more than
92,000 checklists, reporting
596 species and 11.4 mil-
lion individuals. 2012 will
mark the 15th annual
count.

e Central Kentucky

Wildlife Refuge is a 500-
acre preserve, located 13
miles from Danville on Car-
penter Creek Road just off
Ky. 37. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ckwr.org.

Casey distributes
commodities

Commodities will be dis-
tributed to income-eligible
Casey County residents 9
a.m.-4 p.m. today at the re-
cycling center. Residents
are asked to bring their own
containers.

Fish fry in Danville
this Saturday

Danville’s Franklin Ma-
sonic Lodge will hold its
spring fish fry 11 a.m.-6
p.m. Saturday at the lodge
hall, 400 N. Fourth St. Cod
will be served. Adults eat for
$7 and children eat for $4.
Everyone is welcome.

Tourism CEO speaks
at rotary club lunch

STANFORD — Jeff
Crowe, president and chief
executive officer of TOUR
Southern and Eastern Ken-
tucky, was the guest

speaker Monday at the
Lincoln County Rotary
Club’s lunch meeting at
Kentucky Depot restau-
rant.

Crowe discussed how
tourism impacts Lincoln

County and southern and
eastern Kentucky. He also
explained the different
programs available
through TOUR SEKY to
help local communities in
the region, including cus-

tomer service training and
Motorcoach 101.

“The travel and tourism
industry contributed more
than $1.5 billion to south-
ern and eastern Kentucky’s
economy in 2010,” Crowe

said. “It’s our mission to
educate our communities
about the tourism oppor-
tunities available to them.”

For more information
or a free regional guide,
call (606) 677-6093.

Walkers protest mining practices, join “I Love Mountains Day”

Spring anticipation
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A water droplet hangs from a rose bud Tuesday on Rosemont Avenue in Danville. After several days of cold weather, temperatures warmed
up slightly on Tuesday.
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Ella Lemley-Fry, right, holds a flag as members of the Buddhist Nipponzan Myohoji play the drums while
chanting a prayer for peace Monday afternoon as they travel down U.S. 60 from Versailles into downtown
Frankfort to protest mountaintop removal.


