
turf, as his sister, Cassie,
claimed her third straight region
title on the adjacent court.

Cassie, who was home-
schooled for about half the school
year before returning to Green-
wood prior to the tennis season,
beat Glasgow’s Chandra Taylor in
the semifinals and Metcalfe
County’s Callie Jessie in the
championship, 6-1, 6-0.

“I thought I could have played
better, but it still feels good,”
Cassie said. “Now I’m just ready
to try and do it at state.”

The final match of the day
came down to Penn and Elkins,
who earned a 6-1, 6-3 win in the
girls’ doubles championship over
Metcalfe County’s Sydney
Edwards and Miranda Devore.

“We came out to play in the
first set and got that pretty quick-
ly,” said Penn, who has now been
a part of four straight region dou-
bles titles. “Then we got down
two games in the second set. That
kind of threw us off, but we

stepped up our game.”
For the freshman Elkins, the

region crown was her first.
“I feel like I’ve improved a

lot,” she said. “It feels great that I
won my first region champi-

onship. I can’t wait for state.”
Metcalfe County claimed the

girls’ team title, while Bowling
Green finished second. The team
sectional play of the state tourna-
ment begins this weekend.
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By PAT EATON-ROBB
The Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — The
Big East’s interim commissioner
said Wednesday the conference
is working to dispel any percep-
tion that it is unraveling follow-
ing the ouster of John Marinatto.

Joseph Bailey III, a former
chief executive with the Miami
Dolphins, had his first confer-
ence call with reporters
Wednesday, two days after Mar-
inatto resigned amid pressure
from Big East presidents. Bai-
ley said he does not want the
job permanently, and believes it
will take about three to four
months for the conference to
find a replacement.  

In the meantime, he said he’s
seen no split between football
and basketball schools, and said
the conference is focused on
making sure the public doesn’t
think it is falling apart.

“And in fact, it isn’t,” he said.
“I can tell you just from being in
the meetings that I’ve been in,
it’s not at all. It’s a very cohesive,
very focused group.”

Bailey takes over at a critical
time for the Big East, as talks
continue over the future of a foot-
ball playoff. The league is also
preparing to negotiate a new
media-rights package in the fall.
Bailey said he does not plan to be
involved in the negotiations for a
new television deal, which he
said will be handled by a consul-
tant who will report directly to the
league’s executive committee.

“I’ll probably be informed of
how they go,” he said.

On Wednesday, the ACC and
ESPN announced a new televi-
sion deal. A person familiar with
the agreement told The Associat-
ed Press that it’s worth $3.6 bil-
lion over the next 15 years.

Bailey didn’t speculate about
how much the Big East package
might be worth, but said he

believes the conference is in a
good position. 

“I can’t tell you what the
expectation market is, because
that’s exactly what that is: expec-
tations,” he said. “You can drive
yourself nuts if you try and man-
age anything by what the expec-
tation market is. I think sort of
the reality of it is that media
rights are increasing, and where
it ends up, really I don’t think
anybody really knows for sure.”

He said he also believes the
conference will continue to have
an equal say with other leagues
in determining how the BCS
football playoffs and revenue
will be handled, and doesn’t
believe Marinatto’s departure
will affect those negotiations.

“I mean, the Big East vote is
like any other member’s vote; it’s
the same,” he said. “And you’ve
got to be at the table where the
Big East is at the table.”

Marinatto left after less than
three years on the job and a wave
of departures by high-profile

schools. Pittsburgh and Syracuse
made plans to leave for the ACC
in September, and West Virginia
bolted for the Big 12 the follow-
ing month. The Big East
regrouped by adding Central
Florida, Houston, Memphis,
SMU and Temple for all sports
and Boise State, San Diego State
and Navy for football only.

There has been speculation
that plans by the BCS to elimi-
nate automatic qualifier status for
conferences could lead Boise
State and San Diego State to
reconsider joining the league.
But Bailey said he believes both
schools plan to honor their com-
mitments.

“There’s an expectation mar-
ket, and then there’s the reality
market,” he said. “And the real-
ity of it is that those schools
have indicated, to my knowl-
edge, to the executive commit-
tee and to the other members,
that they have a big belief that
the Big East is a really good
partner for them.”

By LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Big
Ten Commissioner Jim Delany,
who has floated ideas for how a
four-team college football playoff
should be set up, said Wednesday
that any new format shouldn’t
include a team that doesn’t win its
division.

“I don’t have a lot of regard
for that team,” Delany said in a
telephone interview with The
Associated Press. “I certainly
wouldn’t have as much regard
for that team as I would for
someone who played nine con-
ference games in a tough confer-
ence and played a couple out-of-
conference games on the road
against really good opponents. If
a poll doesn’t honor those teams
and they’re conference champi-
ons, I do.”

Alabama finished behind LSU
in the SEC West last season, but
the Crimson Tide got a spot in the
Bowl Championship Series title
game and beat the Tigers.

Delany insisted he isn’t push-
ing for a particular format to be
implemented for the 2014 season.
He said a proposal that would put
four conference champions,
ranked among the top six, into the

four-team playoff was simply an
idea he discussed with reporters
last week in Chicago.

“Some people think it should
just be the top four teams; some
people think it should just be the
four highest-rated champions,”
Delany said. “I was just floating
some ideas of how you might
have a hybrid where champions
were respected and there was still
room for at-large.

“The polls don’t always mea-
sure strength of schedule. Some
conferences are playing nine
games, some are playing eight.
The Pac-12 is playing nine and
then to go out and play a round-
robin game against us, that’s 10
and some of them are going to
play Notre Dame – that’s 11 dif-
ficult games. If they’re ranked

fifth in the country and they won
a conference championship, I
think that’s quite an accomplish-
ment. Some teams don’t even
win their own division. They
started off highly in the rankings,
lose early, don’t play a champi-
onship game and they might end
up at four.”

BCS Executive Director Bill
Hancock has said 11 conference
commissioners and Notre Dame’s
athletic director will present a
“small number” of options – two
to seven configurations – for a
four-team playoff to their leagues
at conference meetings.

The group of decision-makers
will gather again in June, attempt-
ing to agree on a final version for
university presidents to potential-
ly approve by July 4. 

BIG EAST CONFERENCE

League not rushing
to replace Marinatto

Delany suggests tougher
entrance to playoff model 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Alex Slitz/Daily News
Greenwood’s Cassie Pennington reaches for a return shot Wednesday during her Region 4 Tennis Tour-
nament semifinals match at Kereiakes Park. Pennington went on to win the singles title.

From Page 1C
Metcalfe County claims girls’ team championship

2012 Region 4 
Tennis Tournament

Final day results
Boys' singles
Semifinals
Beck Pennington (Greenwood) def. Grant Sims (Bowling Green), 6-0, 6-0
Will True (Bowling Green) def. Kenny Wilson (South Warren), 6-1, 6-0
Finals
Beck Pennington (Greenwood) def. Will True (Bowling Green), 6-1, 6-0
Boys’ doubles
Semifinals
Adams and Nelson (Greenwood) def. Breakfield and Neiman (South Warren), 6-2, 6-0
Austin and Pitts (Bowling Green) def. Greer and Hayes (Franklin-Simpson), 6-2, 6-4
Finals
Adams and Nelson (Greenwood) def. Austin and Pitts (Bowling Green), 6-1, 6-0
Girls’ singles
Semifinals
Cassie Pennington (Greenwood) def. Chandra Taylor (Glasgow), 6-0, 6-2
Callie Jessie (Metcalfe County) def. Amanda Wilson (Bowling Green), 6-1, 6-4
Finals
Cassie Pennington (Greenwood) def. Callie Jessie (Metcalfe County), 6-1, 6-0
Girls’ doubles
Semifinals
Penn and Elkins (Bowling Green) def. Buckley and Gardner (Barren County), 6-2, 6-0
Edwards and Devore (Metcalfe County) def. Brown and Brown (Logan County), 7-5, 6-2
Finals
Penn and Elkins (Bowling Green) def. Edwards and Devore (Metcalfe County), 6-1, 6-3

never know what can happen,”
Warren East coach Tara Hen-
shaw said. “I told the boys, ‘You
all can walk away with a trophy
if you want it.’ ”

The Raiders are led by field
athlete Dalton Whitney, who’s
ranked first in the long jump and
triple jump, and competes on
Warren East’s second-ranked
4x400 relay team.

“I’m looking for big perfor-
mances from him,” Henshaw
said. “He could bring in a lot of
points.”

Shane Golden enters with
momentum in the pole vault after
recording an 11-0 height last
weekend at the Great Gator meet.
Aaron Wilson should also be
strong in the 110 hurdles, Hen-
shaw said.

For the Warren East girls,
eighth-grader Shelby Chobot
enters ranked second in the pole
vault and triple jump. Chobot
could also log points in the long
jump, Henshaw said.

The Lady Raiders finished sec-
ond to Elizabethtown a year ago,
while South Warren finished

sixth.
Also competing in the region

are Allen County-Scottsville,
Edmonson County, Franklin-
Simpson and Butler County.

Greenwood, Bowling Green
and Warren Central compete Fri-
day in the Class 3A, Region 2
meet at North Hardin High
School.

From Page 1C
Lady Raiders finished second to Elizabethtown last season

here. I played here. I’m looking
forward to it.”

Preston was looking to get
back into coaching, and wanting
something that could keep his
family close. With his daughter
Ashton going to Western Ken-
tucky University on a full schol-
arship, Franklin seemed like the
ideal situation.

“It was like the good Lord was
looking out and putting all the
blocks in place for us,” Preston
said. “It felt too right to not do.”

The Wildcats football team
finished 13-2 last season, losing
to Highlands in the Class 4A
state championship game. The
Wildcats won 12 straight to get

to the championship game.
“The tough thing is you are

following a very successful
coach who went out with proba-
bly his best season ever,” Preston
said. “It’s going to be tough
because people are going to be
looking with a microscope and
saying, ‘What’s different? Why
are we this? Why are we that?’ ...
I don’t know how we’ll start, but
by the end I hope we’ll be play-
ing our best ball.”

Preston hopes his experiences
with Class 4A will help with the
transition. He coached from
2008-2011 at Bullitt East High
School, compiling a 17-19
record. Preston guided Bullitt

East to the Class 4A title game in
2008, going 9-6 and earning
Class 4A, Region 1 Coach of the
Year honors.

“I know the region and the
semi-state,” Preston said. “I
know the teams. I know a lot of
the coaches and I know what
they are doing and what they
have. I understand the pitfalls
and the positives.”

Preston likes to run a wing-T,
option-style offense with multi-
ple defensive sets, he said, and
plans to meet with the coaching
staff this week to get up to speed
on what the Wildcats bring back.
But his goal is to change as little
as possible right now.

From Page 1C
Wildcats are coming off Class 4A football title game appearance

Pete Rodman/Daily News
Warren East’s Zach Ryne throws the discus Saturday at the Great
Gator meet at the WKU Track and Field Complex. Ryne and the
Raiders are competing today at the Class 2A, Region 2 track meet
at Central Hardin High School.

“I don’t have a lot of regard for that team. I
certainly wouldn’t have as much regard for
that team as I would for someone who
played nine conference games in a tough
conference and played a couple 
out-of-conference games on the road
against really good opponents.”

Big Ten commissioner Jim Delany
On a non-division winner making suggested four-team playoff

Wilfredo Lee/Daily News
Big East interim commissioner Joe Bailey, shown here in 2005, said
Wednesday that the league is in no hurry to replace commissioner
John Marinatto, who left after less than three years in the position.


