
Clemens’ chances are fair

They might have been tempted to quit when
Andy Pettitte brushed back the government’s case
against Roger Clemens with a
high, hard one out of nowhere.
Could have just bagged it all
about the time one juror fell
asleep, and another wondered
just what Clemens was on trial
for anyway.

No one on the government’s
team of lawyers is going to
win prosecutor of the year for
the way the Clemens trial has
been handled. They’ve stum-
bled at every turn, and are lucky to still be in the
game as the proceedings drag on at an interminable
pace in a Washington, D.C., courtroom.

Lying to Congress, though, is a serious thing.
That’s especially true if you happen to be one of
the greatest pitchers in the history of baseball and
the subject you’re charged with lying about is per-
formance-enhancing drugs.

By now, most fans have probably already made
up their minds about Clemens. He conceded as
much when he told Congress at the 2008 hearing
that got him in so much trouble that, “no matter
what we discuss here today, I’m never going to
have my name restored.”  

Next year, baseball writers get to weigh in on
the subject as they vote whether to induct the
seven-time Cy Young winner into the Hall of
Fame. Undoubtedly, they will look at some num-
bers, like the 218 batters Clemens struck out at 42,
an age when most pitchers are long since retired,
and balance it against his claim that he never used
human growth hormone or steroids.

Right now, though, getting in the Hall of Fame
isn’t the Rocket’s major concern. Staying out of a
federal prison is, and that will be up to a group of
jurors who for the most part don’t know who Cy
Young is.

So far, the prosecution has been a disaster. Gov-
ernment lawyers were lucky to get a new trial after
botching the first one last year, and this one hasn’t
gone much better. The judge himself scolded them
this week for putting on a slow and “boring” trial.

They can’t afford any more mistakes, because
the pressure is on. Get a Clemens conviction, and
the government can declare its campaign against
steroids a success. Strike out, and baseball’s
steroid era fizzles to a close without anyone being
able to claim victory.

Sure, Barry Bonds may have to spend 30 days at
his Beverly Hills estate. But he’s appealing that,
and it took government investigators and prosecu-
tors more than seven years and a ton of money to
get even an obstruction of justice count to stick

against baseball’s home run king.
So far, Clemens has to like his chances, too. 
His good friend Pettitte was supposed to bolster

the case against him by saying Clemens told him
during a workout 12 years ago that he used HGH
to help recover from injuries. Pettitte did that, only
to turn around and say under cross examination
that there was a 50-50 chance he misunderstood

the conversation.
In other words, he may

have heard what he thought
he heard, or he may not.
Take your pick.

No help there, and not
much out of convicted drug
dealer Kirk Radomski,
either. Radomski took the
stand and immediately light-
ened up the trial this week
when talking about a pack-

age of HGH he sent to Clemens’ home, but it
remains to be seen if jurors find him as believable
as they did entertaining.

At one point in his testimony Wednesday he was
asked by the defense why his story differed from
the book he had, er, written about life as a steroids
dealer.

“Did you ever write a book?” Radomski
answered. “Write a book! See how they turn
things.”

The only real hope for the prosecution seems to
rest in the testimony of Brian McNamee, who tes-
tified before Congress that he personally injected
Clemens with HGH. The pitcher’s former trainer
was always going to be the key to the trial, but
even more so now that the government’s case
seems to be cracking along the edges. If McNamee
delivers his testimony as expected and doesn’t get
discredited under cross examination, he could yet
salvage a conviction for the bungling prosecution.

That’s assuming McNamee takes the stand
sometime this decade. The trial has already
stretched on longer than a Yankees-Red Sox game,
a glacial pace that irritated the judge and led one
juror to ask to be reminded once again what the
charges against Clemens actually are.

Clemens surely knows what they are, because
his life hasn’t been the same since McNamee
exposed him as a juicer before Congress and he
denied it all. He also knows that he’s in the court-
room of a judge known for his toughness, a judge
who said when ruling on the first mistrial last year
that there would likely be prison time for any
felony conviction.

That means we could eventually see the greatest
hitter of his era serving house arrest, and the great-
est pitcher of his time in an actual prison. Hard to
imagine right now, but perhaps a fitting conclusion
to an era that scarred baseball, defrauded fans, and
made us all wonder whether anything was really
real.

Justice served in the courtroom even if it was
never served on the field.
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 SAVING MONEY 
 IS HARD

 Unless you use this 
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 3. SAVE!
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Ex-pitcher beneficiary
of failed prosecution
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Joey Votto of the Cincinnati Reds hits an RBI double in the ninth inning Wednesday against the 
Milwaukee Brewers in Milwaukee.

Votto vexes Brewers
By The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Joey Votto’s
RBI double Wednesday broke a
scoreless tie in the ninth, and the
Cincinnati Reds held on to beat
the Milwaukee Brewers 2-1.

Drew Stubbs singled off Brew-
ers closer John Axford (0-2) with
two outs, and Votto lined a ball
over the glove of second baseman
Rickie Weeks to score Stubbs
from first. Brandon Phillips then
hit a bloop single, driving in
Votto.

Aroldis Chapman (3-0) pitched
the eighth and Sean Marshall
gave up Ryan Braun’s 10th homer
of the season, a solo shot in the
ninth. Marshal then allowed a pair
of two-out singles to Jonathan
Lucroy and Norichika Aoki and
was replaced by Logan Ondrusek,
who walked George Kottaras to
load the bases.

Ondrusek got Travis Ishikawa
to pop out, earning his first save.

It was the 1,500th major league
victory for Reds manager Dusty
Baker.

Cubs 1, Braves 0
CHICAGO — Paul Maholm

outpitched Tim Hudson to win his
fourth straight start and Bryan
LaHair hit a go-ahead single in
the seventh inning for the Cubs.

Maholm (4-2) allowed three
hits in seven innings and com-
bined with James Russell and
Rafael Dolis on a four-hitter.

Maholm walked three and
struck out three as Chicago took
two of three from Atlanta after
doing the same in the previous
series against the Dodgers.

After Maholm came out to
warm up for the eighth, Russell
replaced him and gave up a two-
out double to Martin Prado and a
walk to Freddie Freeman, then
retired Dan Uggla on a flyout.
Dolis worked the ninth for his
third save in four chances.

Hudson (1-1) allowed one run
and five hits in seven innings in
his third start this season. 

Mets 10, Phillies 6
PHILADELPHIA — Ike

Davis hit a three-run homer,
Andres Torres also connected and
New York completed its first
three-game sweep in Philadelphia
in six years.

The Mets rallied to win all
three against the slumping
Phillies. 

The five-time defending NL
East champions are a season-
worst four games under .500 at
14-18. The Mets (18-13) are five
games above .500 for the first
time since July 19, 2010.

Making his first start since
straining his left oblique in the
10th inning of a gem against San
Francisco on April 18, Lee
allowed two runs and five hits,
striking out six. 

Lee left with a 4-2 lead, but
Kyle Kendrick (0-3) quickly gave
that up.

Rockies 6, Padres 2
SAN DIEGO — Left-hander

Christian Friedrich pitched six
solid innings to win his major
league debut and Jason Giambi
and Wilin Rosario hit RBI doubles

off the top of the fences to help
Colorado rally for the win and
snap a five-game losing streak.

The Rockies denied the Padres
their first series sweep of the sea-
son. It was just the second time in
12 road games that the Rockies
scored more than four runs. The
Rockies had 13 hits, including at
least one by every regular.

Friedrich (1-0) held San Diego
to two runs, one earned, on six
hits while striking out seven and
walking one.

Pirates 4, Nationals 2
PITTSBURGH — Andrew

McCutchen had four hits, includ-
ing his second home run in two
nights, to lead Pittsburgh.

Brad Lincoln (2-0) earned the
win in relief of starter Erik
Bedard, who was lifted three
pitches into the second inning due
to back spasms.

Joel Hanrahan survived a
shaky ninth to pick up his sixth
save as the Pirates won consecu-
tive games for the first time since
April 17-18.

Marlins 5, Astros 3, 12 innings
HOUSTON — Omar Infante’s

bases-loaded, two-run single in
the 12th inning lifted Miami past
Houston.

Logan Morrison singled in the
12th before a walk by Giancarlo
Stanton. Greg Dobbs grounded
into a force out at second and left
runners on the corners. Reliever
David Carpenter (0-2) walked
John Buck with two outs to load
the bases and set up Infante’s
game-winner.

The victory improves the Mar-
lins to 8-1 on their nine-game
road trip. 

Cardinals 7, Diamonbacks 2
PHOENIX — Pinch hitter

Matt Carpenter lined a go-ahead
double in the sixth inning, Allen
Craig homered to cap a four-run
burst in the ninth and St. Louis
completed a three-game sweep.

David Freese had three hits as
St. Louis won its fourth in a row. 

Kyle Lohse (5-1) allowed one
run and seven hits in five innings.

The Diamondbacks started the
ninth with three straight singles to
load the bases against Mitchell
Boggs. Jason Motte came on to
retire the side on a strikeout and a
double play for his sixth save.

Dodgers 6, Giants 2
LOS ANGELES — Pinch-hit-

ter Tony Gwynn Jr. hit a go-ahead
three-run triple for the Dodgers
off Tim Lincecum, one inning
after San Francisco’s Nate Schier-
holtz ran into a critical out that
helped kill a Giants rally.

The Dodgers have won six of
their past seven series at home
heading into a day off Thursday
before Colorado arrives for a
weekend series.

Rays 4, Yankees 1
NEW YORK — Matt Joyce hit

a three-run homer off fill-in closer
David Robertson in the ninth
inning, falling down on a twisted
ankle as he finished his swing, and
the Tampa Bay Rays rallied to
beat the New York Yankees 4-1.

Robertson (0-1) escaped a
bases-loaded jam the previous
night in his first save chance since
taking over for injured star Mari-
ano Rivera.  But one night later,
New York got a chilling dose of
real-life reality without Rivera.

Angels 6, Twins 2
MINNEAPOLIS — Ervin

Santana pitched 71⁄3 innings and
got some run support from the
Angels’ offense for the first time
in his past six starts.

Santana (1-6) gave up two runs
and six hits and Albert Pujols had
two hits and two RBIs for Los
Angeles, which took two of three
from the Twins. Mike Trout had
two doubles, two RBIs and
scored twice and Howie Kendrick
added three hits for Los Angeles.

White Sox 8, Indians 1
CLEVELAND — Jake Peavy

coasted for six innings before giv-
ing up a run in the seventh and
Adam Dunn homered, leading
Chicago to an easy win over AL
Central-leading Cleveland and a
split of the teams’ four-game
series.

Peavy (4-1) allowed seven hits,
struck out five and had little diffi-
culty with the Indians, who didn’t
get a runner past second until the
seventh. The right-hander has
been overpowering in his last five
starts, posting a 1.36 ERA.

Blue Jays 5, Athletics 2
OAKLAND, Calif. — Adam

Lind hit a two-run homer after
being demoted from the cleanup
spot before the game, and J.P. Aren-
cibia and Edwin Encarnacion each
hit solo drives to lead Toronto.

Brandon Morrow (4-1) struck
out a season-high 10 in six
innings and won his fourth
straight start, outpitching Tyson
Ross (1-3) in a matchup of former
college stars from nearby Califor-
nia who were 2006 teammates. 

Mariners 2, Tigers 1
SEATTLE — John Jaso lined a

single over Detroit’s drawn-in
infield in the eighth inning to
drive in Michael Saunders with
the tiebreaking run and Jason Var-
gas pitched eight strong innings
for the Mariners.

Jaso’s single off reliever
Duane Below was hit so hard
shortstop Jhonny Peralta barely
had time to react before it was
landing in the outfield grass and
Saunders was jogging home with
the go-ahead run. Saunders had
led off the eighth inning with a
pinch-hit double down the left-
field line. 

Royals 4, Red Sox 3
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Bruce

Chen picked up his first victory of
the season, Alcides Escobar drove
in the go-ahead run and Kansas
City held off Boston.

Chen (1-4) gave up three runs
and seven hits in 62⁄3 innings while
striking out five and walking none.
The Royals were winless in his
first six starts this season.

Jonathan Broxton worked
around a leadoff single and walk
in the ninth inning for his seventh
save in eight opportunities.


