
Bill would raise
speed limit on
U.S. 68-Ky. 80

Constitutionality of new
boundaries to be decided
By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — Kentucky’s
deadline for legislative hopefuls
to file for election has been post-
poned for a week while a judge
weighs the constitutionality of
newly drawn district boundaries.

Franklin County Circuit Judge
Phillip Shepherd issued a tempo-
rary restraining order Tuesday that
pushed the filing deadline to Feb.
7. Shepherd took the action less
than two hours before the original
deadline.

Republicans hard hit in a con-
tentious redistricting battle filed a
lawsuit last week challenging the
constitutionality of newly drawn
legislative boundaries, claiming
they favor Democrats. A Democ-
rat who was redistricted out of her
Senate district joined the lawsuit.

House Republican Floor Leader
Jeff Hoover applauded the judge’s
decision to delay the filing deadline

and to schedule a hearing Monday
to look at evidence in the case. “If
you read his order, he’s got some
serious questions about the redis-
tricting plan,” Hoover said. “I think
he has some serious concerns about
what has taken place.”

The lawsuit contends that the
new legislative districts could
have been better balanced by pop-
ulation and that they could have
been drawn in a way would have
required fewer splits in counties
and precincts.

Victor Maddox, a Louisville
attorney representing the GOP,
had argued that not changing the
filing deadline would cause
irreparable harm. David Tachau,
an attorney for the Kentucky
Board of Elections, said the dead-
line should remain unchanged.

Shepherd sided with Maddox
in his order, saying Republicans
had shown “that they will suffer
‘irreparable injury, loss or dam-
age’ in the absence of a restraining
order.”

Filing deadline
for legislature
is moved back

Chef Krey Keeney (above right) of Creation Gardens in Louisville talks Tuesday about a variety of seasonal and unusual vegetables
and fruits during his presentation for Bowling Green Technical College culinary students. A Kentucky Restaurant Association meeting
brought restaurant owners and chefs to town, and the visiting chefs worked with the BGTC students. Below left: Clyde Miller of Bowl-
ing Green gets a whiff of a fresh mandarin orange. Below right: Keeney slices a watermelon radish. Story, Page 3A.
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Nine running for commissioner
BOWLING GREEN ELECTION

By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

A flurry of activity Tuesday
afternoon means there will be a
primary election for the Bowling
Green Board of Commissioners.

Five candidates filed for city
commissioner Tuesday, the dead-
line to enter local races, creating a
nine-person field in the race. Eight
will advance from the May 22 pri-
mary to November’s general elec-
tion.

Meanwhile, no one filed to run
against Mayor Bruce Wilkerson,
effectively making Wilkerson
Bowling Green’s mayor through
2016.

Rick Williams, Robbin Wells,
Jerry Wells, Mark Bradford and

Robin Baldwin all filed to seek
City Commission seats Tuesday.
All four current commissioners –
Joe Denning, Melinda Hill, Bill
Waltrip and Brian “Slim” Nash –
filed by the end of Monday.

“I’ve always been interested in
public service,” Williams said. “I
try to help people wherever I can. I
don’t have a specific motivation

other than my desire to help peo-
ple. I think a lot of Bowling Green
and Warren County. It’s been good
to me and I want to give back.”

Williams said it was a difficult
decision to run, in part because he
has a young grandson he enjoys
spending time with.

“I think I’ve got something to
offer,” Williams said. “I thought

this might be a good time to try
it.”

Bradford, who ran unsuccess-
fully in November’s special elec-
tion for a commission seat, said he
would encourage growth and
would support expanding U.S. 31-
W South to four or five lanes.

Visiting chefs provide
tips for BGTC students
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Officials address concerns about proposal
MOTORSPORTS PARK

By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

National Corvette Museum officials took
time Tuesday night to address concerns area
residents have expressed about a proposed
motorsports park that would be constructed

east of Interstate 65 across from the
Corvette museum.

Several neighbors asked officials during
a community meeting about how noisy the
track would be and additional traffic it
would bring to the area between Porter Pike
and McGinnis Road.

“We’re going to leave a landscaping
buffer to counteract some of the sound and
vision of the property,” said Dennis Smith,
chief engineer for the project. “We try
to be a good citizen and keep it far enough

See FUNDRAISING, 6A
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By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Motorists soon might be able to
legally drive at the speed many of
them already do on U.S. 68-Ky.
80 if legislation proposed by state
Rep. Jim DeCesare is approved.

DeCesare, R-Bowling Green,
wants to raise the speed limit on
the road to 60 mph in any place
where it currently is 55 mph.

“I hear from a lot of folks who
travel U.S. 68 from Warren Coun-
ty about the need to raise it,”
DeCesare said. “It’s a straight shot
all the way to Trigg County.”

DeCesare said the four-lane

road is divided by a grassy medi-
an and in many places outside
Warren County has controlled,
limited access, which he said
makes it safer to raise the limit.

“I really see no reason why it
shouldn’t be raised on this
stretch,” he said.

The proposal as it stands now
would raise the speed limit in
areas of 55 mph from the William
H. Natcher Parkway to Christian
County.

“They misunderstood what I
said when I asked them to draft it,”
DeCesare said. “I really wanted it

See LOGAN, 6A

Mayor unopposed; primary will be in May for commission
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