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 Charities, (859) 253-1993, Ext. 215. 
Individuals and/or organizations 
 wishing to serve on the local board 
also should contact Case-Compton. 
The application deadline is Sept. 28.

Weight loss challenge to start
The Community Weight Loss 

 Challenge kick-off registration and 
health fair will be 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday at William Wells Brown 
Community Center, 548 East Sixth 
Street. To participate in the free 
 challenge. you must register Thursday. 
Free exercise classes and workshops 
for adults 18 and older will be at 6 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday through 

Dec. 13. Solid Gold Aerobics for 
those 50 and older will be 10 to 11 
a.m.  Saturday, Sept. 22 to Dec. 8. For 
 information, call Jessica at (859) 288-
2332. 

Class on quitting smoking to begin
The Lexington-Fayette County 

Health Department is offering a fall 
session for those who want to stop 
smoking. 

Classes using the Cooper-Clayton 
Method will be 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays beginning Sept. 26 at 
Public Health South, 2433 Regency 
Road. The 12-week class costs $100, 
which is used for nicotine replacement 
products such as patches, lozenges or 
gum. 

The amount may be paid in full 
or $10 a week for the first 10 weeks 

of class. Financial plans may be 
 considered for those unable to pay the 
full amount. Call (859) 288-2457 for 
more information or to sign up.

Fund-raiser pulls in $4,726
The Labor Day fund-raiser for 

Lexington teen Shaina Whitt raised 
$4,726. The Lexington Youth Soccer 
Association put on the event to help 
cover the medical expenses for Whitt, 
a long-time player. The 15-year-old was 
injured in a bicycle accident in early 
August and is undergoing in-patient 
rehabilitation. 

Terry Woods, one of the event 
organizers, said the fund-raiser at 
the Masterson Station soccer fields 
was “an example showing what just 
reaching or stretching one hand out to 
another can do.” 
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Horseshoe association donates $750 to cancer group
Kentucky Horseshoe Pitchers Association president Jim Peavley presented a donation of $750 to Kendall Anderson, American 
Cancer Society executive director, and Kara  Harman, cancer society community representative. Members of the horseshoe 
 association, who come from all over Kentucky, raised the money during the 2012 season, most of it through scorekeepers 
 contributing their 50-cent fees. Front row, kneeling, from left: A.B. Webb, James Webb (seated), Rick Bell, Johnnie Jones, Dylan 
Neal, Walter Mullins and Lawrence Barrett. Standing, from left: Abby Holmes, Seth O’Nan, Nick Mullins, Becky Kemper, Omer 
Howard, Dwight Gibson, Zach Hankins, Alex Hankins, Randy Hankins, Bobby Robinson, Kendall Anderson, Don Phelps, Kelly 
Olberding, Kara  Harman, Dow Buford, Jim Peavley, Bill Miller, Bobby Brooks, Ben Webb, Tyler Howard, Mike Clark, James Miller, 
Don Hayes, Randy Wade, Zenith  Samuels and Hailey Mullins. Also in the picture but not visible is Kevin Roark.
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a long-time educator who 
heads the Partnership for 
Successful Schools at George-
town College. There are no 
publicly funded schools in 
Kenya, she said. If girls don’t 
go to school they are married 
young, start having children 
and generally consigned to 
a life of poverty. HIV and 
AIDS is rampant in rural 
Kenya, Witt said. 

“During our trip we saw 
poverty like you wouldn’t 
believe,” said Jo Robertson, 
a retired teacher who lives in 
rural Fayette County. Women 
with 10 children often feed 
their family with as little as a 
dollar a day. 

Education offers a better 
path for young girls. Room, 
board and classes generally 
cost about $350 a year at 
private high schools. That is 
out of reach for most Kenyan 
families. Those who can af-
ford to send a child to school 
tend to educate boys first. 

“We started thinking if we 
can just reach one or two, 
and it has just blossomed,” 
said Witt. She and Robertson 
have so far secured pledges 
to send 15 girls through four 
years of high school. 

It was a random meeting 
that led Robertson and Jones 
to this cause. Both celebrated 
their 70th birthdays last 
summer and were out to 
lunch with a mutual friend 
when Jones mentioned that 
she’d always wanted to go to 
Africa. Robertson said she’d 
love to go.

“It was a total God thing,” 
said Robertson.  

The two attended Christ 
Church Cathedral but were 
acquaintances, not friends, 
when they embarked on 
their self-funded, month-long 
mission trip. The Episcopal 
church already had a relation-
ship with some churches 
in the area of Kenya they 
visited. 

“We weren’t going there 
to build houses,” said Witt, 
“we were going there to 
build relationships.”

“Of course,” she said, “it 
turned out to be much more 
than that.”

When they returned, they 
researched the best way to 
help the Kenyan girls. They 

opted to work through exist-
ing non-profit organization 
because they worried about 
corruption that might result 
in payments made directly to 
schools not being accounted 
for properly. 

This is how the process 
works: Donors are asked to 
commit to four years at $350 
but may pay annually. The 
money is deposited into an 
account created with the 
non-profit, Blue Grass Com-
munity Foundation. Three 
times a year the foundation 
forwards money to ICAN 
International Foundation, 
which gives the money to the 
“on-the-ground” partner, the 
Rural Women Peace Link. 

The Kenyan non-profit 
is run by the wife of a man 
Robertson and Jones meet 
while he was studying at 
Asbury Seminary. They iden-
tify girls in need, make sure 
the fees are paid properly 
and update donors on their 
academic process.

Lisa Adkins, president 
of the Blue Grass Founda-
tion, said she appreciates the 
passion the women bring to 
their cause. And, she said, 
their work shows that “a 
small charitable investment 
can be life changing” for 
those receiving the gift. 

The women weren’t 
deterred from their dream by 
what seemed like considerable 
complications, she said, add-
ing the foundation helped the 
women find reputable part-
ners and insured that those 
giving would be able give a 
tax deductible contribution. 

Research and establish-
ing the best way to get the 
money to the girls took 
about a year. This summer 
the two women started 
recruiting donors in ear-
nest. Robertson, a talented 
photographer, has blown up 
images from their trip they 
use in their talk. They’ve 
created a video highlighting 
their work. They are eager to 
get their message out. 

Their mission trip has in-
spired their ongoing mission. 

“We just knew if we could 
get the word out, people 
would respond and we could 
make a difference,” Jones 
said. 
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Mary Meehan: (859) 231-3261. 
Twitter: @bgmoms. Blog: Blue-
grassMoms.com. 

Carolyn Witt Jones, center, gave out candy to a group of school 
children during her trip to Kenya in summer 2011. 

JO ROBERTSON

EVENTS/AWARDS

■ Tom FitzGerald, director of 
the Kentucky Resources Council 
and a nationally recognized expert 
on coal mining issues, will address 
“Surface and Underground Coal 
Mining” when he speaks at Eastern 
Kentucky University at 7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 26 in the Perkins Building.

The event is free. A question-
and-answer session will follow.
■ The University of Kentucky 

Chapter of the Phi Kappa Phi 
Honor Society has been awarded 
one of 14 literacy grants for 2012-13 
from the national society for its 
proposed project, “Healing through 
Reading.”

The project is a nine-month, 
self-care book club for women and 
their children who are survivors of 
domestic violence and living in a 
safe house. It aims to assist women 
by improving their literacy skills 
and providing a space for residents 
to connect and discuss monthly 
book topics that include domestic 
violence, unhealthy relationships, 
isolation and self-empowerment. 
In addition, children’s books are 
provided for residents to read to 
their children.

The project is a collaborative ef-
fort between UK Phi Kappa Phi and 
the Bluegrass Domestic Violence 
Program.  

A team of UK’s PKP student 
members, led by Heather Davis 
of the Department of Educational 
Policy Studies and Evaluation in the 
College of Education, and Alisha 
Hamilton, recent graduate of the 
College of Social Work master’s 
program, worked to develop the 
grant proposal in partnership with 
Bekah Fulcher, family advocate of 
the Bluegrass Domestic Violence 
Program. 

Amanda Nicksic, outreach and 
programming specialist at the UK 
Violence Intervention and Prevention 
Center, helped develop the idea for 
the grant proposal.

For more information on Phi 
Kappa Phi, please call 1-800-804-
9880 or visit PhiKappaPhi.org.
■ Fayette County Public 

Schools dominated the Kentucky 
Music Educators Association District 
7 awards, announced at the Sept. 10 
fall meeting.

Elementary School Teacher 
of the Year: Lisse Lawson, music 
teacher at Rosa Parks; Middle 
School Teacher of the Year: Sarah 
Payne, orchestra director at Bryan 
Station; High School Teacher of 
the Year: Bill Kite, band director at 
Henry Clay; Outstanding Administra-
tor: Tammie Franks, principal at 
Harrison Elementary.  

These district winners will be 
nominated for KMEA statewide 
awards, which are presented at the 
annual professional development 
event in February.  

In addition to Fayette, KMEA 
District 7 encompasses Bourbon, 
Clark, Franklin, Jessamine, Harrison, 
Scott and Woodford counties.
■ Eastern Kentucky University 

has been named a 2012 recipient 
of a Diversity Award from Minority 
Access Inc. This marks the third 
consecutive year EKU has earned 
the honor.

Sandra Moore, associate provost 
for diversity planning, will accept 
the award at the National Role Mod-
els Conference Sept. 28-30 at the 
Peabody Hotel in Orlando, Fla.

For more information, visit 
Minorityaccess.org.

MISCELLANEOUS

■ Angela Stark, a physical 
education and wellness teacher at 
Southern Middle School, will help 
make a broader impact through 
Team Healthier Generation, which is 
raising money via the ING New York 
City Marathon on Nov. 4. 

Team Healthier Generation 
inspires runners across the country 
to raise funds to expand 
healthy eating habits and 
physical activity programs 
in places that can make a 
difference for a child, such 
as schools, doctors’ offices 
and their own homes. With 
one in three children either 
overweight or obese, the 
Alliance for a Healthier 
Generation aims to reduce 
those numbers by 2015 
and empower students to make 
healthy lifestyle choices.   

Fayette County Public Schools is 
a member of the Alliance’s Healthy 
Schools Program, which provides 
free advice and resources. Southern 
and Tates Creek middle schools 
recently earned bronze medals for 
significant improvements on their 
campuses. For example, Southern 
altered its class schedule so that 
students can walk outside for 20 
minutes a day, the cafeteria offers 
free water, and staff members may 
participate in wellness assessments. 
Southern also has a running club 
for students and staff as well as an 
outdoor track.  

An avid runner involved with 
Southern’s Lightning Strike 5K each 
spring, Stark completed a marathon 
several years ago, so she knows 
what’s in store.  

“I’ve always wanted to run New 
York City, so to be able to run it for 
a cause, it means the world to me,” 
she said. 

Stark, who grew up in Wash-
ington state, ran cross country 
and competed in the heptathlon in 
college while earning a kinesiology 
degree. She has coached soccer, 
basketball, cross country and track 
at the middle school and high 
school levels. In 2003, she and her 
husband moved to Lexington, where 
she has taught special education 
and physical education.  

To support Stark, or for more 
information, visit Giving.healthier-
generation.org/goto/angelastark.
■ Christ the King School re-

cently launched a 1:1 initiative in its 
middle school. The school has more 
than 150 iPads for students to use at 
home and in school for academics. 
The iPads were purchased by the 
school through fund-raising efforts. 
Before receiving an iPad, students 

had to pass a “Digital 
Driver’s License” test. 

Apple representatives 
will visit Christ the King 
School on Thursday as 
part of a nationwide tour 
to educate community 
leaders on the many as-
pects of mobile initiatives. 
■ Renowned physicist 

and author Richard Muller 
will speak at Eastern Kentucky 
University as part of the 2012-13 
EKU Chautauqua Lecture Series, 
“Crossroads.”

Muller, professor of physics at 
University of California-Berkeley, will 
present “Physics and Technology 
for Future Presidents” at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday. The lecture, in the Stu-
dent Success Building’s O’Donnell 
Hall, is free.

Muller is currently leading the 
“Berkeley Earth” study making a 
new evaluation of global warming. 
He has been awarded the MacArthur 
Foundation “Genius” Fellowship, the 
National Science Foundation Water-
man Award, the Texas Instruments 
Founders Prize, and numerous 
teaching awards. He is a fellow of 
the American Physical Society and 
the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences.

To see the complete schedule 
of the 2012-13 EKU Chautauqua 
Lectures, visit Chautauqua.eku.edu. 

■  Gail Minger, who lost her 
son Michael to an arson fire at Mur-
ray State University in 1998, will be 
on the Eastern Kentucky University 
campus on Sept. 24 to present a 
new documentary film on a series of 
campus-related fires nationwide.

A presentation by Minger, fol-
lowed by a screening of  9 Fires, 
will begin at 5 p.m. in Room 108 of 
the John Grant Crabbe Library. The 
event is free.

The documentary, produced by 
the Minger Foundation, follows what 
happened after each of the nine 
fires and features interviews with 
survivors, families, the educational 
institutions, and fire departments.

Because Michael Minger had a 
non-verbal learning disability that 
was a contributing factor in his 
death, the Minger Foundation’s mis-
sion is to raise the awareness and 
standards of campus fire safety for 
all students, with a special focus on 
students with disabilities.

Gail Minger has become a 
national advocate for fire safety, was 
instrumental in the passage of the 
Michael H. Minger Act in Kentucky, 
and has worked on national legisla-
tion, education and awareness.
■ Eastern Kentucky University is 

hosting a New Voter Workshop from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 27 in Walnut 
Hall of the Keen Johnson Building. 
The free event is geared toward 
college students and high school 
seniors. Lunch is included. Those 
who have not yet registered to vote 
will have the opportunity to do so at 
the workshop.

Space is limited and reserva-
tions are required to joe.gershten-
son@eku.edu.
■ The League of Women Vot-

ers of Lexington is sponsoring an 
essay contest for Fayette County 
high school students asking them 
to research and respond to the 
Supreme Court decision known as 
Citizens’ United. 

The contest is open to any 
student in grades 9-12 who attends 
a Fayette County school. Private 
school and home-schooled students 
are eligible.

Monetary prizes of $250 for first 
place, $150 for second place and 
$100 for third place will be awarded 
in December. An honorarium 
of $100 will be awarded to the 
teacher of the first place winner. 
The teacher/sponsor of the second 
and third place winners will each 
receive $50.

Students and teachers can learn 
more about the contest by e-mailing 
Essay Contest Committee chair, 
Judy Johnson at Lexington.lwvessay-
contest@gmail.com or visiting the 
League’s Web site at Lwvlexington.
com.

EDUCATION NOTES

Helping the Next Generation Leadership Academy
Columbia Gas of Kentucky President Herb Miller, center, presented a $27,000 check on Aug. 31 
to the University of Kentucky College of Education. The grant from Columbia Gas of Kentucky 
is helping Kentucky superintendents and principals enhance school systems to meet the needs 
of today’s learners through a unique collaboration with the University of Kentucky College of 
Education. The collaboration, known as the Next Generation Leadership Academy, is an output 
of the college’s Kentucky P20 Innovation Lab. Accepting the check were from left, Fayette 
County Schools Chief Instructional Officer Jack Hayes, Clark County Schools Superintendent 
Elaine Farris, UK College of Education Dean Mary John O’Hair and Kentucky P20 Innovation 
Lab co-directors Linda France and Eve Proffitt.
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Angela Stark

A new research library at Camp Nelson Civil War Heritage 
Park will officially open with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
noon Friday. In addition, the park, along with the Jessamine 
County Chamber of Commerce, will host a reception from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The library is housed in a Civil War barracks replica that 
was constructed to 1860s specifications. The bulk of the 
library’s resources are a collection of more than 3,000 Civil 
War-era books that are on CD. 

The books are available for viewing on three computer 
workstations, which also have internet access. The library is 
staffed by volunteers and is open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednes-
days and Saturdays. 

Individuals interested in genealogy research or who can 
provide assistance to others who want to do research are 
invited to help by volunteering their time. 

The annual Camp Nelson Civil War Living History Event 
will follow on Saturday and Sunday. Camp Nelson Civil War 
Heritage Park is located south of Nicholasville along U.S. 27 
at 6614 Danville Road. For more information call (859) 881-
5716.

Ceremony marks Nicholasville revitalization project
The city of Nicholasville and 

Nicholasville NOW! held a ribbon-
cutting ceremony Sept. 4 at the 
corner of Main Street and Walnut 
to dedicate the Main Street Revi-
talization Project. Speakers at the 
ceremony included state Rep. Bob 
Damron, state Sen. Tom Buford and 
Nicholasville Mayor Russ Meyer. 

Improvements include new 
sidewalks and curbs with brick and 
stone pavers, tree plantings, new 
benches and waste receptacles, and 
relocated power lines. The dedica-
tion marks the completion of Phase 
1 of the Downtown Streetscape Project, part of a $9 million 
Downtown Renaissance that will include city parks and green 
spaces in a business-friendly environment.

Tom Buford addressed 
the crowd at Nicho-
lasville’s Main Street 
dedication on Sept. 4. 
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Library to open at Camp Nelson


