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Fair weather for walk
More than 200 soaked up some sun at kick-off

Hemp could make a comeback
Lawmakers continue the conversation though no hope for a vote
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WEEKLY POLL: Chickens in the city
Should city residents be allowed to raise chickens at home?
Yes, 59%  No, 40% Total votes: 320

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>>SPORTS, B1
nCards get past Seton Hall.
nSEC tourney low on UK’s 
priorities.
nWomen’s NAIA tourney set 
to get underway.

TONIGHT’S WEATHER
Showers likely 
with a low of 35
WEATHER A8
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madeline abramson, wife of Lt. Gov. jerry abramson, leads the 
wellness walk with Humana wellness consultant mindy Wallin 
Wednesday.

by kevin wHeaTley
kwheatley@state-journal.com

M
ore than 200 state employ-
ees filled the Transporta-
tion Cabinet’s lobby and 
cafeteria as the Person-

nel Cabinet unveiled HumanaVitality, 
a new health and wellness initiative for 
those on the state health plan.

The wellness fair, a kick-off event 
for HumanaVitality, featured a mile-
long “Living Well Walk” led by Mad-

eline Abramson, wife of Lt. Gov. Jerry 
Abramson, from the Transportation 
Cabinet building around the Capital 
Plaza.

She spoke to state workers before the 
walk about the new health initiative, 
which rewards preventative measures 
such as getting a yearly health screen-
ing, donating blood, maintaining a 
healthy weight and quitting smoking.

“… People are depending on you, 

by kevin wHeaTley
kwheatley@state-journal.com

Industrial hemp could make 
a comeback as one of Kentucky’s 
top cash crops if lawmakers le-
galize the harvest of marijuana’s 
botanical cousin, legislators have 
told a House committee.

The Agricultural and Small 

Business Committee on Wednes-
day heard from key sponsors of 
two pieces of legislation – House 
bills 272 and 286 – that would 
make hemp a legal crop if the fed-
eral government lifts restrictions 
on it. 

The bills didn’t come to a vote, 
but Rep. Tom McKee, a Cynthiana 
Democrat and the committee’s 

chairman, said the discussion 
would continue so both sides of 
the argument could be heard.

Sponsors spoke for about 30 
minutes, highlighting primar-
ily the many legal products pro-
duced by industrial hemp, such 
as textiles, paper, auto plastics, 
rope, construction material, cos-
metics and feed for cattle.

The trickle-down effect would 
create 17,000 jobs and result in an 
economic impact between $400 
million and $500 million, said 
Sen. Joey Pendleton, D-Hopkins-
ville, quoting a University of Ken-
tucky survey from years ago.

“We’re sitting on the cutting 

see Hemp, a7
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by kayleigH Zyskowski
kzyskowski@state-journal.com

Two Frankfort men, indicted 
Wednesday by the Franklin County 
grand jury, committed crimes with 
common links – forging checks to buy 
drugs – says a local prosecutor.

Though neither man was charged 
with a drug offense, both admitted 
to having drug problems, which mo-
tivated them to commit their offens-
es, Commonwealth’s Attorney Larry 
Cleveland says.

“It seems many of the cases we 
prosecute have that thread running 
through them.”

Thirty-one-year-old Brandon 
Clark, of 636 Clover Drive, was work-
ing as a bookkeeper for Randle-Da-
vies Construction Co. when an ac-
countant realized Clark earned about 
$49,000 more than his set annual sal-
ary in 2010.

state journal staff report

A woman was taken to the hospital 
Wednesday after she was hit by a vehi-
cle while crossing Second Street.

Frankfort Police said the woman, 
whose name has yet to be released, 
was crossing Second Street around 
3 p.m. when 67-year-old James Wil-
son, of Frankfort, struck her as he 
was turning onto Second Street from 
Steele Street.

The victim was taken to Frankfort 
Regional Medical Center. Her injuries, 
if any, are unknown at this time. 

The investigation is ongoing.

Woman hit  
while crossing  
Second Street

Early Learning Village students erupt in laughter as Principal Donnie Owens and Assistant Principal Billy Parker dance 
wearing grass skirts and coconuts during the assembly to celebrate raising $1,200 for new books Wednesday.

Principal Donnie Owens, left, and Assistant Principal Billy Parker  gave 
their students a dance to remember.

Debbie Souder, with Scholastic Book Fairs, 
hands out Hawaiian leis.

pHoTos by HannaH reel

Make ’em laugh

state journal staff report

Frankfort Police are looking for 
three suspects who attacked a wom-
an, held a knife to her throat and took 
money from her purse while she was 
walking on Schenkel Lane around 1 
a.m. today, according to a press re-
lease.

 Thirty-five-year-old Destiny Boles 
was treated at Frankfort Regional 
Medical Center after she was hit in the 

see indicTmenTs, a7

Police say 
woman 
attacked  
by 3 robbers
Suspects allegedly held  
knife to woman’s throat

see robbery, a7

INDIcTmENTS

Prosecutor: 
Men forged 
checks to 
supply habits


