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Local families 
benefi t from Grow 
Appalachia project

INBRIEF
Town Hall meeting tonight

Meeting the elected officials and 
expressing concerns is the primary 
goal of  the quarterly Town Hall 
meetings initiated by the Laurel 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Tonight, the fifth such gathering 
is scheduled at the Camp Ground 
Volunteer Fire Department, off  Ky. 
229, at 6 p.m.

Topics to be discussed during this 
meeting will include the number of  
complaint calls handled by the 
Sheriff’s Office, the number of  
drug arrests and ongoing efforts to 
battle the drug problem in the area, 
and information about forming 
neighborhood watch programs in 
individual communities. Citizens 
are encouraged to attend and voice 
their concerns in their own 
community as well.

“Make sure and make plans to be 
in attendance,” said Root. “We look 
forward to seeing each of  you and 
discussing your concerns as a 
group about Laurel County.”

— Nita Johnson

PHOTOS BY MAGEN McCRAREY
Above, Greta Beach, Dale Beach, and 
Angela Hoskins planted seeds in their 
multi-vegetable garden plot located in 
the community gardens behind First 
Baptist Church of London.

Right, locals are learning to grow 
better gardens together through the 
Grow Appalachia project, supported by 
Berea College and Jon Paul DeJoria, 
co-founder and CEO of Jon Pail Mitchell 
Systems.

BY MAGEN MCCRAREY

Staff  writer

In its third year, the Grow Ap-
palachia Project has been seeded 
in 25 Kentucky counties and three 
states within the Appalachian 
region, and serves 43 families in 
Laurel County.

Wayne Riley, director of  the 
Laurel County African Ameri-
can Heritage Center Community 
Garden Project, received a visit 
from the project’s sponsor, John 
Paul DeJoria, last year, confi rm-
ing the project will continue to 
expand with an investment of  
a small livestock program and 
$500,000 in overall funding.  Funds 
are used to purchase gardening 
equipment and seeds to further 
enhance the vision of  teaching the
Appalachian community to fi ght 
hunger by create a self-sustaining 
food culture.  

Within the project’s fi rst year 
locally, gardens yielded 22,000 
pounds of  groceries. Garden plots 
within the city of  London have 
been donated to assist families 
who may not have land for plant-
ing.  For Greta and Dale Beach, 
driving to London from Knox 
County to sew their seeds and till 
their plot of  land behind First 
Baptist Church of  London is a 
ripe opportunity.  They tried 
gardening three years ago with 
diffi culty, since their land rests 
upon a “holler” within woodlands 
muddled with briars.

“Here we’ve got 
organic fertilizer, 
organic everything 
— we’re just try-
ing everything new.  
I’ve never offi cially 
been taught how 
to do a garden but 
we’ll work at it until 
it comes through,” 
Greta said.
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BY NITA JOHNSON

Staff  writer

Concerned citizens are credited 
for the arrest of  a Pineville man 
responsible for several recent 
thefts in the area.

When Laurel 
County Sheriff  
John Root’s offi ce 
released photos 
and information 
about a man be-
lieved to be in-
volved with petty 
thefts in the area, 
they received 
numerous calls 
with informa-
tion. Acting on 

those tips, Deputy James Sizemore 
and Lt. Rodney Van Zant located 
the suspect and the small dark-
colored pickup truck believed to 
be involved with those thefts at 
a residence on McKinley Court, 
nine miles south of  London at 2:19 
p.m. Thursday. 

Jimmy N. Mullins, 51, of  HC 86 
in Pineville, is now charged with 
theft of  a motor vehicle registra-
tion plate and theft by deception. 
As of  press time Friday afternoon, 
he remained incarcerated at the 
Laurel County Detention Center. 
Mullins is held under a $5,000 bond 
on each charge. 

When continued thefts occurred 
in the area, sheriff’s offi cials sent 
press releases to various media 
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Pineville man charged 
with petty thefts

BY NITA JOHNSON

Staff  writer

A London man caught dumping 
raw sewage into a subsidiary stream 
that links to the water source for 
London and many south Laurel resi-
dents was indicted for his deeds. 

Ernest Wagers Jr., 44, of  Wind 
Street in London, was charged with 
two counts of  general prohibition 
against water pollution for dump-
ing raw sewage into Little Craigs 
Creek on March 6. A resident in the 
area witnessed the dumping process 
off  D. Anders Road in the Lily area 

around 8:30 a.m. one morning. Wa-
gers, an employee of  Owens Septic 
Tank Cleaning, was driving one of  
the company trucks when the inci-
dent took place.

When Laurel County Sheriff’s offi -
cials began an investigation into the 
illegal sewage dumping, they also 
discovered raw sewage in the Little 
Laurel River located directly behind 
Owens Septic Tank Cleaning’s offi ce. 
Little Laurel River runs into Laurel 
Lake, which is a water supply for 
London and the southern end of  the 
county.

Wagers was also indicted on fi rst-

degree persistent felony offender 
charges, as he has three prior felony 
convictions. The most recent was in 
Laurel County in 2008 for theft by 
unlawful taking over $300, for which
he received a three-year sentence. 
He had felony convictions in Pulaski
County for third-degree burglary in 
1992, receiving a one year sentence 
on one charge and a two-year sen-
tence on another charge that was
probated for fi ve years in 1994.

Since this incident occurred, Ow-
ens Septic Tank Cleaning Service 

Man indicted for dumping sewage


