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Do You have Special Needs That Need

To Be Addressed During an Emergency?
The Ballard County Emer-

gency Management office is at-

tempting to compile a database

of Ballard County residents who

have special needs.  Are you on

oxygen 24/7?  Special medical

equipment that needs a special

power source? Are you bedrid-

den?  Individuals who can an-

swer yes to any of those

questions are the people we need

to hear from.

An Emergency database will

be compiled with your name, ad-

dress and your medical disabil-

ity information to be used only in
the case of an emergency.  This

information will be held strictly

confidential and will only be

used when a disaster occurs.   

This information is purely vol-

untary and will be held in the ut-

most confidence.

If you or a loved one have spe-

cial needs, please contact the

Ballard County Office of Emer-

gency Management at 270-665-

9928 or email at

bclepc@brtc.net.  The following

information will be needed to

register individuals with special

needs:

Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Telephone number _______________________________________

Name of family member or nearest neighbor who will be responsible
for checking on you in an emergency and their contact information.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

What are your special needs?  i.e.
medications/handicapped/oxygen/bedridden/long term illness

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Name of doctor and pharmacy and/or medical supply company where
you obtain your meds and equipment

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Fire district in which you live for departmental response.

_________________________________________________________

Do you have a therapy dog that resides with you? 

_________________________________________________________

Include information regarding your therapy pet such as veterinarian
information, breed, vaccinations, etc.

_________________________________________________________

Visit your local Coop for your spring gar-
dening needs as well as your crop needs.
Plants, mowers, tools, and more at your

local - Ballard County Coop!

April is Child Abuse Awareness Month
Report suspected abuse and neglect to

(800) KYSAFE1

FRANKFORT, Ky. (April 4, 2012) –

April is Child Abuse Awareness Month,

and Gov. Steve Beshear and the Ken-

tucky Cabinet for Health and Family

Services (CHFS) are reminding citizens

that reporting suspected child abuse or

neglect is the law. 

“Protecting our children should be

everyone’s number one priority, and dur-

ing the month of April, we are raising

awareness about the warning signs of

child abuse and how to report it,” Gov.

Beshear said. “The Cabinet works year

round to educate our families and inves-

tigate every aspect of abuse. Together, we

can make Kentucky a safer place for all

our children.” 

Kentucky law states that those who

suspect child abuse or neglect must re-

port it to the local office of the CHFS De-

partment for Community Based Services

(DCBS) or law enforcement.

“Keeping kids safe is everyone’s

responsibility,” said Teresa James, acting

commissioner of DCBS. “Our staff takes

every report seriously.”

Reporting is simple, and it’s anony-

mous. DCBS has changed its centralized,

toll-free reporting hotline to an easy-to-

remember number: (800) KYSAFE1. 

Calls are routed to one of eight re-

gional intake offices and from there are

assigned to the appropriate county and

staff for investigation.

Jim Grace, assistant director of the

DCBS Division of Protection and Per-

manency, said that in 2010, there were

approximately 47,000 child abuse and

neglect reports in Kentucky.

Grace said many children were the

focus of multiple reports.

“Rarely does abuse or neglect hap-

pen just one time,” he said. 

After receiving a report, DCBS

staff determines if the referral meets cri-

teria for abuse. An investigation is con-

ducted within 24 hours in most cases, but

in cases where the child may be in im-

mediate danger, a worker will investigate

within the hour. Law enforcement may

also become involved to investigate

whether a crime has been committed or

whether children need to be removed for

safety. A judge makes the final decision

about a child’s removal through a court

order. 

If a family must be separated for

the child’s protection, DCBS tries to re-

unite the family under better circum-

stances. 

“Keeping families together is our

goal,” Grace said. “We want children to

return home to a stronger, safer family.”

Grace said a social services em-

ployee will work with families to assess

strengths and needs and determine what

services are available from community

partners. 

“We try to teach families that abuse

doesn’t need to be a part of their lives,”

Grace said. “We can help remove barriers

that prevent parents from providing for

their children’s well-being.”

Some reports aren’t accepted if

they don’t meet criteria to warrant an in-

vestigation. 

“If there is a question about

whether a particular situation is abuse or

neglect, we always prefer the person

make the call and talk over what has

come to their attention,” Grace said.

“Our social service workers are experts

who can help callers sort things out. They

collect specific information that allows

us to know whether we have the author-

ity to investigate a specific incident.”

Grace said vital information to

have when reporting abuse and neglect

includes the child’s name, approximate

age, address, parents’ names and location

of the child at the time the call is made.

Specific information about why you be-

lieve the child is being abused or neg-

lected and by whom, as well as the

names and phone numbers of other peo-

ple who may have information about the

reported abuse or neglect, is also impor-

tant.

If a child is in immediate danger,

you should call 911 or local police, Grace

said. 

When the caller’s concerns do not

meet DCBS criteria for abuse, the family

may be referred to other agencies for

needed resources. For example, if a child

is not appropriately clothed for the sea-

son, the family may be referred to a

clothing bank. 

“We are committed to helping fam-

ilies by addressing the problems that can

cause stress and lead to abuse and neg-

lect,” he said. 

Prevent Child Abuse Kentucky

(PCAK), one of the cabinet’s community

partners, is a statewide nonprofit agency

whose mission is to prevent the abuse

and neglect of Kentucky’s children

through its outreach. 

“Abuse and neglect are associated with

short- and long-term consequences that

affect not only the child and family, but

also society as a whole,” said PCAK Ex-

ecutive Director Jill Seyfred. “PCAK

gives parents and caregivers expert guid-

ance on child safety. We’re proud to be

one of DCBS’s partners in prevention.”

PCAK suggests several tips to help

prevent child abuse.

Child Abuse Prevention Strategies

— Never discipline a child when your

anger is out of control. 

— Never leave a child unattended, espe-

cially in a car. 

— Learn the signs of physical abuse.

Take note of bruises, cuts, burns or other

injuries a child cannot explain.

— Teach children the difference between

“good touches,” “bad touches” and “con-

fusing touches.” 

— When a child tells you he or she does-

n’t want to be with someone, this could

be a red flag. Listen to the child, and be-

lieve what he or she says.

— Be aware of changes in a child’s be-

havior or attitude, and inquire about it.

— Teach children what to do if you be-

come separated while away from home.

— Teach children the correct names of

his or her private body parts.

— Be alert for any talk that reveals pre-

mature sexual understanding.

— Pay attention when someone shows

greater than normal interest in a child.

— Make certain that your child’s school

or day care center will release him or her

only to you or someone you designate.

PCAK offers a toll-free hotline – (800)

CHILDREN – that provides information

and referrals to help prevent child abuse.

Visit them online at www.pcaky.org.

Learn more about the cabinet’s ef-

forts to prevent child abuse online at

http://chfs.ky.gov/dcbs/dpp/child-

safety.htm.

Ballard Students Attend Reading By

Silas House at West Kentucky CTC

Four Ballard Memorial High School students attended a March 12 reading by acclaimed Kentucky au-

thor Silas House at West Kentucky Community and Technical College. Shown from left are Megan

Brown, Jordan Rollins, the author, Bethany Hannan and Nathan Myers. The four are students in teacher

Charlotte Farmer’s Advanced Placement English language and composition class, where they read

House’s book, Eli the Good.

His other three novels are Clay’s Quilt, A Parchment of Leaves and The Coal Tattoo. House serves as the

NEH Chair in Appalachian Studies at Berea College and on the fiction faculty at Spalding University’s

master’s program in creative writing. He is a two-time finalist for the Southern Book Critics Circle Prize,

a two-time winner of the Kentucky Novel of the Year, Appalachian Writer of the Year, Appalachian Book

of the Year, the Chaffin Prize for Literature, the Award for Special Achievement from the Fellowship of

Southern Writers, and many other honors.


