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BEIRUT — After a pun-
ishing, monthlong military
siege, Syrian rebels made
what they called a “tactical
retreat” Thursday from a
key district in Homs, say-
ing they were running low
on weapons and the hu-
manitarian conditions
were unbearable.

Within hours of the re-
bels’ withdrawal, Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s regi-
me granted permission for
the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross to en-
ter the neighborhood of Ba-
ba Amr, which had become

a symbol of the resistance.
Human rights workers

have been appealing for ac-
cess for weeks to deliver
food, water and medicine,
and to help evacuate the
wounded from an area that
has been sealed off and at-
tacked by the government
since early February.

The Red Cross and the
Syrian Arab Red Crescent
received a “green light”
from the Syrian authorities
to enter Baba Amr today
“to bring in much-needed
assistance including food
and medical aid, and to car-
ry out evacuation opera-
tions,” ICRC spokesman
Hicham Hassan said in Ge-
neva.

Also Thursday, Syria’s
main opposition group, the
Syrian National Council,

formed a military bureau
to help organize the armed
resistance and funnel
weapons to rebels — a sign
of how deeply militarized
the conflict has become.

The uprising began in
March 2011 with mostly
peaceful protests, but a
fierce government crack-
down has led many army
defectors and others to
take up arms, with more
than 7,500 estimated killed.
The siege of Baba Amr has
been among the deadliest
assaults as Syrian forces
bombarded the district
with shells and snipers
fired from rooftops.

Late Thursday, a Syrian
official said the army had
entered and taken control
of the area.

The Local Coordination

Committees said there
were 45 deaths recorded in
Syria Thursday, 24 of them
in Homs.

Hundreds of people
were killed and an un-
known number wounded in
Baba Amr; bloodied vic-
tims were forced to seek
help in makeshift clinics
with dwindling supplies
amid a frigid winter.

“Assad’s army has de-
stroyed most of the homes
in the neighborhood,” said
a statement posted online
by the Baba Amr rebels’
brigade about the retreat.
They said the decision was
based on “worsening hu-
manitarian conditions, lack
of food and medicine and
water, electricity and com-
munication cuts as well as
shortages in weapons.”

“We will return, God
willing,” the statement
said.

The retreat came one
day after a Syrian official
said the government was
planning a major offensive
to “cleanse” Baba Amr
once and for all, and activ-
ists reported troops mass-
ing outside the neighbor-
hood.

Two French journalists,
Edith Bouvier and William
Daniels, have escaped to
Lebanon after being
trapped in Baba Amr,
French President Nicolas
Sarkozy said late Thurs-
day.

Bouvier was wounded
last week in a government
rocket attack on a make-
shift media center that
killed American-born jour-

nalist Marie Colvin and
French photographer Re-
mi Ochlik.

Earlier Thursday, a Syr-
ian activist posted videos
online that he said showed
the burials of Colvin and
Ochlik in Baba Amr on
Monday.

The content of the
videos could not be inde-
pendently confirmed, and
the bodies could not be pos-
itively identified through
the pictures.

Homs is Syria’s third-
largest city with about 1
million people. Activists
estimated 100,000 people
lived in Baba Amr before
the revolt, but many have
fled and it is unclear how
many are left. The rebels
estimate that 4,000 people
remain.

Siege forces Syrian rebels out
Battered district
to get assistance
By Zeina Karam
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SULAIMANIYAH, Iraq —
The quarrel at a Christian
school was at first easily ig-
nored by other students: a
disagreement between a
classmate and a teacher
that could barely be heard.
But it quickly escalated
into gunfire Thursday in a
murder-suicide marking
the rare violent death of an
American in Iraq’s most
peaceful region.

Authorities in the Kurd-
ish city of Sulaimaniyah
said 18-year-old Biyar Sar-
war shot his gym teacher,
U.S. citizen Jeremiah
Small, before turning the
gun on himself at a private,
English-speaking school
during a morning sports
lecture. Sarwar died later

at a nearby hospital.
The U.S. State Depart-

ment confirmed the identi-
ty of the dead teacher.
Small, 33, was from Cos-
mopolis, a town in western
Washington state.

Eyewitnesses described
a scene of chaos in the
classroom. Ahmed Mo-
hammed said he was sitting
in the front of the class-
room and paid little atten-
tion to the argument when
it first erupted.

“Then I heard the gun-
shot,” said Mohammed, his
face pale as he recounted
the scene. “I turned my
head and saw the body of
the American teacher on
the ground with blood near
it. All the students started
to run out of the room. Sec-
onds later, as I was running
to the reach the school gate,
I heard another gunshot.”

A short time later, an-
other student shouted that
Sarwar had killed himself,

Mohammed said.
However, Small’s fa-

ther, J. Dan Small, told The
Daily World in Aberdeen,
Washington, that his chil-
dren “have been in touch
with students over there
who were in the classroom
and it did not happen as is
being represented,” with-
out elaborating.

Sulaimaniyah police
spokesman Sarkawit Mo-
hammed, no relation to Ah-
med, provided no motive.
He said Sarwar hid the gun
in his clothes before the
lecture at the Medes
School, a Christian acad-
emy of elementary through
secondary grade classes.

The Medes program
runs three schools in the
provinces that make up
Iraq’s northern Kurdish re-
gion, boasting an enroll-
ment of about 2,000 stu-
dents.

Students said Small was
a devout Christian who

prayed in the classroom.
However, Sulaimaniyah
Mayor Zana Hama Saleh

said Small was not a mis-
sionary and cast doubt that
the killing was motivated

by sectarian issues be-
cause Sarwar “had no rad-
ical religious tendencies.”

U.S. teacher shot dead at Iraqi school

A woman comforts her daughter in a schoolyard after a fatal shooting of an American
gym teacher at a school in Sulaimaniyah, northeast of Baghdad, Iraq, Thursday. AP

Murder-suicide
in quiet region
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