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In 1872, the Jesse James gang 
robbed a bank in Columbia, Ky., of 
$1,500 and killed one person.
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Grief class set 
for Thursday

Hospice of the Bluegrass 
will conduct a one-time grief 
education class on Thursday 
for adults that will help par-
ticipants deal with grief reac-
tions, handling special days 
and self-care during grief. 

The class, “Grief 101,” is 
open to any adult in the com-
munity and will meet from 
5:30-7 p.m. in the Hospice 
Community Building, 643 
Teton Trail. Contact Melinda 
Simpson for more informa-
tion at 223-1744 or 800-926-
1302.

World Day 
of Prayer 
breakfast 
Saturday

The World Day of Prayer 
breakfast is planned for Sat-
urday at First Presbyteri-
an Church, 416 W. Main St. 
Breakfast is at 9 a.m. followed 
by the program, “In Prayer for 
Home and Abroad,” at 9:45.

Several will speak briefly 
about their mission trip expe-
riences. Those speaking in-
clude Cathie Hoehner about 
Children of Romania, Mar-
sha Young about Haiti, Joyce 
Walton about the Katrina af-
termath and Mexican Border 
Ministry and Chaplain Maj. 
Bill Draper of the Kentucky 
National Guard on interac-
tion with military families.

The offering will benefit 
the Frankfort Food Pantry. 
Church Women United of 
Franklin County is sponsor-
ing the event and all are wel-
come.

Forks  
of Elkhorn  
Bible study

Registration is under way 
for two new Bible studies 
at Forks of Elkhorn Baptist 
Church. Both begin this Sun-
day and will meet weekly for 
the next 10 weeks.

The first session is titled 
“Lord Where Are You When 
Bad Things Happen?” and 
will meet 4 p.m. on Sundays.

The second session is 
“Spiritual Warfare: The Bat-
tle for God’s Glory,” and will 
meet 4:30 p.m. on Sundays.

Space is limited. Call the 
church at 859-873-1967 or 
Helen Holder at 502-319-5329 
to register.

Fork of Elkhorn Baptist 
Church is located off U.S. 421 
at 495 Duckers Road.  

Former 
auditor will 
replace fired 
transportation 
inspector 

(AP) — A former auditor 
has been appointed to tem-
porarily handle the duties of 
fired state Inspector General 
David Ray.

Cindy James, an accoun-
tant who has worked for the 
state auditor and the attor-
ney general, will serve as a 
special assistant to transpor-
tation Secretary Mike Han-
cock and will handle Ray’s 
duties on an interim basis. 
Hancock appointed her.

Cabi net spokesma n 
Chuck Wolfe told the Lexing-
ton Herald Leader that said 
he couldn’t comment on the 
reason for Ray’s dismissal.

James will oversee inter-
nal and external affairs. She 
will coordinate audits, inves-
tigations and related actions, 
as well as oversee the Trans-
portation Cabinet’s compli-
ance with a broad spectrum 
of federal programs.
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Morehead State Univer-
sity’s president told legisla-
tors Tuesday that there’s no 
need to turn the University 
of Pikeville into a publicly 
funded school.

Wayne Andrews told the 
House Education Commit-
tee that the area is already 
well-served by current uni-
versities and colleges. He 
said adding another pub-
lic institution would de-
prive current institutions 
of scarce resources.

Rep. Leslie Combs, a 
Pikeville Democrat, has 
proposed using coal sever-
ance tax money to convert 
the University of Pikeville 
from a private to public 
university.

Andrews said that in fis-
cal year 1999, state support 
for higher education was 
$1.17 billion, while today it 
totals $979 million. If Gov. 
Steve Beshear’s budget is 
approved, that figure will 
be down to $916 million in 

Morehead president speaks against UPike proposal

Kentucky State University band student Rodney Gilbert Jr. dances during a drum line cadence played during halftime of a basket-
ball game at KSU last week.

Cymbal players Robert Patterson, right, and 
James Tatum play.

Band members Alisha Hoghes, left,  
Rickell McCollum and Alexis James dance  

during a pep band song.
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KSU band breaks it down

He says there 
aren’t enough 
funds as is

Morehead 
State University 
President Wayne 
Andrews speaks 
before the 
Kentucky House 
Education Com-
mittee Tuesday 
at the Capitol. 
Andrews spoke 
against a bill 
that would bring 
the University of 
Pikeville, a pri-
vate university, 
into the state 
system. 
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2013. Increasingly, Andrews 
said, the burden is shifted to 
students’ tuition rates.

However, he added, More-
head is the second-most af-
fordable university for stu-
dents in the state, with its 
costs being a little more than 
Kentucky State University’s.

Currently, he said, aver-
age tuition for Morehead is 
$6,942, and half of its stu-
dents come from families 

that can be expected to con-
tribute none of the amount. 
A student from a family that 
can contribute nothing to-
ward tuition and who has an 
ACT score of 18 and a grade 
point average of 3.0 could be 
expected to receive $8,593 in 
student aid, excluding insti-
tutional awards and direct 
loan eligibility, he said.

The region the Universi-
ty of Pikeville would mainly 

serve consists of 12 counties: 
Bell, Breathitt, Floyd, Har-
lan, Johnson, Knott, Letch-
er, Leslie, Magoffin, Mar-
tin, Perry and Pike. Eight of 
those counties are in More-
head’s service area: Brea-
thitt, Floyd, Johnson, Knott, 
Letcher, Magoffin, Martin 
and Pike.

However, Andrews said, 
the network of four-year in-
stitutions already in place in 
eastern Kentucky is working. 
He cited a number of statis-
tics to support that view.

Andrews said that in 
2000-2001, only 7.1 percent 
of adults 25 or older in the re-
gion had a four-year degree. 
Now, that figure is 11.3 per-
cent. The state average is 17.1 
percent.

When he became presi-
dent eight years ago, More-
head’s retention rate of stu-
dents was 61 percent, and 
now it’s 73 percent.

Instead of using money to 
convert the Pikeville school, 
money should be used to give 
students scholarships they 
can apply toward any state 
university, Andrews said. But 
Combs told Andrews that 
she thought he unintention-
ally made the argument for 
a public university at Pikev-
ille because the area’s edu-
cational achievement is low-

er than that in other parts of 
the state.

Former Gov. Paul Patton, 
the president of the Univer-
sity of Pikeville, also empha-
sized that point. Patton also 
said public universities have 
been getting more money 
from the state lottery to off-
set reduced state funding.

Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity President Doug Whit-
lock also was supposed to 
have spoken on the issue at 
the hearing, but the com-
mittee ran out of time. Rep. 
Carl Rollins, D-Midway, the 
chairman of the committee, 
said he would have an oppor-
tunity to speak next week.

Whitlock said after the 
meeting, however, that he 
was keeping an open mind 
about the issue and that he 
wants to hear recommen-
dations from a group of con-
sultants hired by the state to 
study the proposal.

However, he, too, liked 
the idea of using coal sever-
ance tax revenue to create a 
scholarship program.

It could, Whitlock said, be 
structured as a “forgiveable 
loan” that would not have 
to be paid back by students 
who get their degrees and 
then return to the region to 
serve for a specified amount 
of time.


