
C M Y K C M Y K

Fr ankFort, kentuck y   n    50c   n    state-journal .com 

KSU BAND KNOWS HOW TO BREAK IT DOWN
 LOCAL   A5

Bill targets drug loopholes
Penalties for those who sell ‘bath salts’ would be stricter

Modest growth for local schools on statewide tests
Students at Bondurant Middle School, Frankfort High and Western Hills bested overall state averages

Guilty plea was ‘gut-wrenching’ for family
Attorneys say quick end  
to trial was not a surprise
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WEEKLY POLL: Longevity pay raises
Should longevity pay raises be reinstated for city employees?
Yes, 48%  No, 51% Total votes: 174

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>>SPORTS, B1
Lady Flyers fall to Bryan Station.

>>LOCAL, A5
Former auditor will replace fired Transportation 
Cabinet inspector.

TONIGHT’S WEATHER
Possibly severe 
storms, low 41
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Republican 
presidential 

candidate, for-
mer Massachu-
setts Gov. Mitt 

Romney and his 
wife, Ann, wave 

at his election 
night party in 

Novi, Mich., 
Tuesday.

AP/CARlos osoRio

Twin wins give Romney momentum for Super Tuesday

By KathEraN WaSSoN
kwasson@state-journal.com

Local schools have seen 
modest growth on statewide 
eighth- and 10th-grade ex-
ams over a five-year period.

Overall scores on the 
eighth-grade Explore test 
have increased about one 

point at Elkhorn, Bondu-
rant and Frankfort middle 
schools. 

Sophomores at Western 
Hills and Franklin County 
High School also boosted 
their overall scores by about 
one point on the Plan test. 
But Frankfort High School 
has only upped its score by 
one-tenth of a point over the 
five-year period.

Students at Bondurant, 
Frankfort High and Western 
Hills beat the state average 
overall.

The results, released 
Tuesday by the Kentucky De-
partment of Education, also 
show that more local stu-
dents are prepared for col-

lege-level classes in English, 
math, reading and science.

But those levels vary 
widely, from a high of 71.7 
percent of WHHS sopho-
mores ready for college Eng-
lish to a low of 3.9 percent 
of Frankfort eighth-graders 
prepared for science.

Rich Crowe, superinten-
dent of Frankfort Indepen-
dent Schools, says educa-
tors must focus on science 
to bring up the percentage 
of eighth-graders on track to 
college readiness.

A specialist recently hired 

| BREAKDOWN
• For a detailed listing of 
test score growth over the 
past 5 years, see A7.

see ScorES, a7

By KaSIE hUNt
associated Press

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) – A re-
lieved-sounding Mitt Rom-
ney hopes to parlay twin vic-
tories in Arizona and Michi-
gan into Super Tuesday mo-
mentum as the GOP presi-
dential race sweeps across 
10 states at once next week. 
After falling short of a Mich-
igan upset, rival Rick San-
torum faces stiffer compe-
tition for the conservative 

vote as he moves into Newt 
Gingrich territory.

Gingrich, the former U.S. 
House speaker from Geor-
gia, is counting on Tuesday’s 
Southern primaries to revive 
his campaign. Texas Rep. 
Ron Paul is also a factor, at-
tempting to mine delegates 
next week in caucus states 
like North Dakota.

Washington state’s cau-
cuses are first, on Saturday. 
Three days later comes Su-

per Tuesday, with 419 dele-
gates at stake, including big 
primaries in Ohio and Geor-
gia.

Romney’s slim victory in 
his native Michigan – 41 per-
cent to Santorum’s 38 per-
cent – raised questions about 
whether he needs to shift 
strategy. He acknowledged 
making personal mistakes 
and said he was trying to “do 
better and work harder.”

“We didn’t win by a lot, 

but we won by enough,” the 
former Massachusetts gov-
ernor told cheering support-
ers in Michigan, where his 
father was governor in the 
1960s.

Santorum vowed to stay 
the conservative course he 
has set. “A month ago they 
didn’t know who we are, but 
they do now,” he told his sup-
porters.

All four candidates face fi-

By KaylEIGh ZySKoWSKI
kzyskowski@state-journal.com

A legislator has intro-
duced a bill aimed at closing 
loopholes in the fight against 
what are commonly known 
as synthetic marijuana and 
“bath salts” and imposing 
stricter penalties for distrib-

utors.
County Attorney Rick 

Sparks, Frankfort Police 
Chief Walter Wilhoite and 
Sheriff Pat Melton were on 
hand in the Capitol Rotunda 
Tuesday when Rep. John Til-
ley, a Democrat from Hop-
kinsville, introduced the bill 
that uses a comprehensive 

“class approach” to identify 
synthetic drugs.

This keeps the drugs cur-
rently on the ban list but 
makes variations of the 
drugs illegal as well, Tilley 
said.

There are state laws that 
ban specific formulas, but 
chemists get around the for-

mulas by slightly altering the 
drugs. 

Tillly’s bill would prohibit 
chemical compounds relat-
ed to those already banned 
that are used to make the 
synthetic drugs, thus clos-
ing the loophole.

TRiCiA sPAuldiNG/TsPAuldiNG@sTATe-jouRNAl.CoM

Franklin County Attorney Rick sparks speaks at the Capitol 
Tuesday about the introduction of a bill to close loopholes in the 
fight against synthetic drugs in Kentucky. see DrUGS, a7

By KaylEIGh ZySKoWSKI
kzyskowski@state-journal.com

After Tuesday’s agree-
ment, Joe Gregory Wilson 
pleaded guilty to a reduced 
charge of second-degree 
manslaughter with the fam-
ily of the victim, Bette Winn, 
on board with the common-
wealth’s recommendation.

 Wilson – who was taken 
into custody following his 
plea – could serve five years 
for Winn’s death. Howev-
er, the commonwealth said 
it would not oppose shock 
probation after he serves 60 
days.

In what seemed like an 
overnight turnaround af-
ter Monday’s first day of tri-
al, Wilson’s attorney, David 
Guarnieri, said, “In a case 
like this, negotiations are al-
ways evolving.”

“(The negotiations) were 
ongoing before the trial 
started, and it’s not necessar-
ily that anything changed,” 
Guarnieri told The State 

Journal. “It was a culmina-
tion of a process.”

Wilson pleaded guilty to 
beating Winn in the early 
morning hours of Oct. 17, 
2009. Winn died the next day 
from head injuries resulting 
from the beating.

Wilson was arrested Oct. 
17 on a charge of domestic 
violence in the fourth degree 
and was charged with man-
slaughter the following July.

Wilson wore a gray suit 
jacket as he hugged his moth-
er goodbye and shook his fa-
ther’s hand as the court con-
vened. Before Franklin Cir-
cuit Judge Thomas Wingate 
took his seat, about 10 mem-
bers from Winn’s family en-
tered the courtroom.

“… This agreement has 
been reached after extensive 
discussions with the victim’s 
family,” special prosecu-
tor David Nutgrass told the 
court.TRiCiA sPAuldiNG/TsPAuldiNG@sTATe-jouRNAl.CoM

joe Gregory Wilson shares a moment with his mother before officially pleading guilty to second-degree manslaughter in Franklin 
Circuit Court Tuesday morning on the second day of his jury trial for beating Bette Winn.
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