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Whatever distinctions each 
player brings to the position 
of low-post hub, Noel saw 
flattery in a comparison to 
Davis.

“You’re never mad about 
being compared to a great 
player like he was,” Noel said. 
“But, then again, I understand 
I’m my own player.”

Noel did not sound intimi-
dated by the act he has to fol-
low.

“Not many players have 
done what he’s done,” Noel 
said of Davis, who became 
UK’s first national player of 
the year. “It’s going to be a 
lot of work, but I’m capable of 
doing some of the things he’d 
done, yeah.”

Noel played against Davis 
in the off-season.

“You really see how much 
he progressed as a player,” 
Noel said of Davis.

As for how well he played 

against Davis, Noel said, “I 
think I played well against 
him. I definitely tried to both-
er his shot.”

Calipari said he spoke with 
Davis about playing against 
Noel.

“‘I kind of pushed him off 
the post,’” Calipari said of Da-
vis’ reply. To which, the UK 
coach said he replied, “You 
pushed him off the post?”

Davis never used bulk. Ex-
quisite timing and effort were 
the tools of his trade.

“Anthony understood how 
to compete on (every) posses-
sion,” Calipari said. “Nerlens 
is still learning. He will take 
possessions off. Well, you 
can’t do that.”

While reminding report-
ers that Davis needed time to 

blossom (no post game in the 
early going, pushed around in 
an exhibition game by Tran-
sylvania), Calipari said that 
Noel shared with Davis an in-
nate skill that can be a build-
ing block for greatness.

“He’s not ever going to be 
Shaq,” the UK coach said of 
Noel. “But he’s really quick 
and fast. He’s got a quick 
twitch. If you’re kind of slow 
going to the ball or slow re-
acting to the ball, you can’t 
play. … If you’re kind of quick, 
really quick going to the ball, 
now you’ve got a chance of 
being special.”

Calipari noted that Davis 
and Michael Kidd-Gilchrist 
gave Kentucky that kind of 
advantage with last season’s 
national championship team.

“This kid is the same way,” 
he said of Noel. “He’s the 
quickest on our team getting 
to the ball.”
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head coach said “it will work 
itself out. It always does.”

16. Medical redshirt for 
Towles? Phillips said Towles 
is “week-to-week.” If he is 
physically unable to return 
this season, Kentucky could 
seek a medical redshirt for 
him as well.

15. Durability issues for 
Smith? Complicating long-
range planning by UK for 
its quarterback position 
is Smith’s growing injury 
history. The Granada Hills, 
Calif., product has started six 
games in his Kentucky career 
— and suffered three differ-
ent injuries that knocked him 
out of starts.

14. Two shoulder injuries 
and an ankle. Smith suffered 
a shoulder injury last season 
against Georgia that cost him 
the start against Tennessee 
the following week. This 
season, he reinjured the same 
shoulder against Western 
Kentucky and missed the 
Florida game. Then when 
he returned against South 
Carolina, Smith made it two 
plays before being lost.

13. The future? As impres-
sive as Smith was throwing 
the football (averaging 322 
yards a game) in his first 
three starts this season, can 
UK realistically build its 
offensive attack around him 
given his difficulty staying on 
the field?

12. Party like it’s 1979. In 
terms of a revolving door 
under center, UK in 2012 
should remind old-school 
Kentucky fans of Fran Curci’s 
1979 Cats.

11. Four different starters. 
In ’79, UK used multiple 
quarterbacks in seven of 11 
games. Six games into the 
season, four different QBs 
had started.

10. Can you name them? 
Extra credit for anyone who 
can name the four Kentucky 
starting QBs from ’79?

9. The answers: Senior 
Mike Shutt started two 
games, then was sidelined by 
injury. True freshman Randy 
Jenkins started one and got 
knocked out by injury. Walk-
on Juan Portela made four 
starts, as did true freshman 
Terry Henry.

8. Nearly a bowl. Amazing-
ly for a team with so much 
flux at QB, the ’79 Cats beat 
Florida in Gainesville and 
would have gone to the Hall 
of Fame Bowl — had the 5-5 
Wildcats beaten Tennessee 
in the regular-season finale. 
Alas, the Vols won 20-17 on a 
last-minute field goal.

7. A UK Ring of Honor 
Replacement. I recently asked 
readers to suggest how Ken-
tucky could better honor its 
football retired jersey honor-
ees since the Commonwealth 
Stadium ribbon boards have 
covered over the old Ring of 
Honor around the top of the 
stadium’s lower bowl. 

6. What UK has now. After 

having the names displayed 
on flags at the top of the 
stadium last year, this season 
Kentucky has adhesive pen-
nants on the beams in the 
concourse honoring the 45 
former players and coaches 
who used to be in the Ring.

5. Brint Curtis. Suggests 
UK follow what the New York 
Yankees have done and hang 
actual pennants honoring 
past greats in the concourse. 

4. Randy Lemaster. Envi-
sions adding a panel to each 
side of the Commonwealth 
end-zone scoreboards that 
would bear the players’ 
names. 

3. Dave Seaford. Wants UK 
to figure out a way to create 
a new Ring of Honor at the 
top of Commonwealth.

2. Richard Ronan. Figures 
Kentucky could produce life-
sized statues to honor all the 
past UK greats and create a 
“monument walk.”

1. Sam Ball. One of the 
names that used to be in the 
Ring of Honor, the former 
star tackle still misses seeing 
his name on the old Ring 
of Honor. But he is now 
philosophical about the new 
adhesive pennants.

“I’m just glad, after all 
these years, somebody still 
remembers me some way,” 
said the 1965 first-team All-
American.
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“You’ve got to be patient 
with them,” said UK Coach 
Joker Phillips. “They’re 18 
years old. So you have to be 
patient with those guys.

“You don’t feel comfortable 
about anything. … But, you 
know, we signed them. We 
signed them to come here and 
play. We knew we were going 
to have to play some of those 
freshmen anyway, especially 
in the secondary.”

And it’s not just freshmen 
with which the staff is deal-
ing.

Last week a reporter 
asked linebacker Alvin “Bud” 
 Dupree about if the young-
er players are starting to  
“get it.”

He smiled and reminded 
that he’s just a sophomore 
himself.

“We’re all trying to get 
it,” said Dupree, who is sec-
ond on the team in tackles  
with 44, including 6½ for a 
loss.

On the most recent depth 
chart that came out Sunday, 
Kentucky lists 18 freshmen 
on the offense and defense. 
In all, UK has played 26 fresh-
men this season, including 14 
true freshmen.

In fact, of the 55 play-
ers (some positions go three 
deep) for offense and defense, 
34 of the players listed are 
sophomores or younger.

On defense, it’s especially 
noticeable when 20 of the 28 
players listed are sophomores 
or younger.

“The freshmen, they have 
been playing well overall,” 
said Cartier Rice, the only 
healthy senior in the second-
ary at the moment. “They’ve 
been going up there and com-
peting.”

Left guard Zach West, 
himself a redshirt freshman, 
said he’s been impressed 

with how well the true fresh-
men are dealing with the 
spotlight.

“It’s kind of an eye-open-
ing experience being thrust  
into action when you don’t 
have a choice,” West said. “It’s 
definitely getting our guys to 
grow up a lot quicker.”

It’s not a position he could 
have imagined himself in at 
this time last season when he 
was learning from the side-
lines.

“Oh, it’s definitely intimi-
dating, because last year I 
could’ve never thought about 
playing,” he said. “I never 
thought I was ready, and I 
know it’s intimidating for a 
lot of these guys.”

But West said the baby 
faces have been good in some 
ways.

“You’ve got guys who want 
to improve every day, every 
rep,” he said. “That’s some-
thing that definitely energizes 
everybody on the team when 
you see guys going as hard as 
they can for every single play, 
that’s going to energize the 
whole team.”

Right now, it might be a 
struggle for Kentucky, which 
shows in its 1-5 overall record 
and its winless Southeastern 
Conference mark, but in the 
future, Phillips hopes it pays 
off.

“It’s football. We under-
stand that injuries come with 
it,” Phillips said last week, re-
calling 2005 when UK was hit 
by a similar rash of injuries. 
“What was the end result? 
Created a lot of depth. The 
depth didn’t show up till the 
next year, but we did create a 
lot of depth.”

 Towles won’t play Saturday
Freshman quarterback 

Patrick Towles will not play 
Saturday as he recovers from 
a high ankle sprain. Phillips 
listed Towles as “week to 
week.

“We’ll take a look at him 

every week to see how he is 
progressing,” Phillips said 
of Towles, who sprained his 
right ankle when he was 
sacked for a 12-yard loss by 
Mississippi State.

Towles was a bright spot 
for UK’s struggling offense, 
completing five of his six pass 
attempts for 71 yards and a 
32-yard touchdown pass to 
La’Rod King.

The injury to Towles’ an-
kle will not require surgery, 
 Phillips said. There is no 
timetable for his return, but if 
he’s unable to come back this 
season, he would be eligible 
for a medical hardship.

Other injuries, notes
Kentucky suffered sev-

eral other injuries to key 
 defensive players on Satur-
day and  Phillips listed cor-
nerback Martavius Neloms 
 (hamstring), safety Ashely 
Lowery (concussion like 
symptoms), linebacker/safety 
hybrid Kory Brown (ham-
string) and safety Mikie 
Benton (ankle) all as “day to 
day.”

For Lowery, it’s the second 
time in three weeks he’s been 
labeled as having “concussion-
like symptoms.”

The training staff is 
 keeping a close eye on Low-
ery and “making sure that we 
don’t put him out there unless 
he’s healthy a hundred per-
cent.”

Neloms is third on the 
team in tackles with 40. He 
has one of UK’s two intercep-
tions for the season.
■ Kickoff for the Ken-

tucky-Georgia game was set 
for 7 p.m. on Oct. 20, but the 
network carrying it will not 
be decided until next week. 

The game will be shown 
on either ESPN2, ESPNU or 
FoxSports Net.
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Third-and-1. Third-and-2. 
Might as well be third-and-50. 
The Bengals are at their worst 
on the most important down, 
and it’s starting to catch up 
with them.

They were only 2-for-14 on 
third downs Sunday during a 
17-13 loss to the Miami Dol-
phins. Given two chances to 
pull the game out in the clos-
ing minutes, the Bengals (3-
2) couldn’t keep moving the 
ball. They had to settle for a 
field goal attempt that Mike 
Nugent missed before Andy 
Dalton threw a game-ending 
interception.

In the last two games, the 
Bengals are only 4-for-25 on 
third down. They’ve come to 
rely on big plays for points. 
Forced to grind it out against 
the Dolphins, they couldn’t do 
it. Six times, they failed to con-
vert on third-and-5 or shorter.

“We had too many third-
and-very-long situations,” 
Coach Marvin Lewis on Mon-
day. “There were a couple 
second-and-2s and third-and-
2s that we’ve got to convert 
to first downs. That will keep 
us moving the football down 
the field a little better.”

Dalton and the running 
backs repeatedly came up 
short, a major concern heading 
into a game Sunday in Cleve-
land (0-5). Dalton was only 
2-for-11 for 17 yards on third 
down throws. Running back 
BenJarvus Green-Ellis carried 
nine times overall in the game 
for only 14 yards against the 
league’s top run defense.

Cincinnati let Cedric Ben-
son leave as a free agent and 
replaced him with Green-Ellis, 
hoping to get a more diversi-
fied running back. It hasn’t 
worked out so far. Green-Ellis 
is averaging only 3.3 yards 
per carry and has seven catch-
es for 48 yards.

Green-Ellis watched extra 
video on Monday trying to 
find reasons for the problems.

“When things don’t go as 
well, or when things do go 
well, you don’t take time and 
just take it easy,” Green-Ellis 
said. “You work harder and 
you put in more time at the of-
fice. That’s just what you do.”

The Bengals were hop-
ing that Bernard Scott — a 
quicker runner — could pro-
vide a complement to Green-
Ellis when he returned from 
a hand injury that forced him 
to miss training camp and 
the first two games. He tore 
a ligament in his left knee on 
Sunday, ending his season.

The injury leaves the Ben-
gals with three running backs: 
Green-Ellis, Brian Leonard 
and Cedric Peerman, who 
plays mostly on special teams.

“It ’s  unfortunate for 
(Scott), but we’ll have to 
move on,” offensive coordina-
tor Jay Gruden said. “I don’t 
have any problem with any of 
those backs in the game. I can 
call anything that I want. It’s 
not like I have a BenJarvus 
package, a Cedric Peerman 
package, a B-Scott package or 
whatever.

“I can just call the game 
the way it is and hopefully Ce-
dric and Brian Leonard, with 
some more opportunities, will 
give us some different looks 

and BenJarvus the rest on the 
sideline when he needs it.”

Around the league
Redskins: Coach Mike Sha-

nahan was optimistic that 
quarterback Robert Griffin 
III (concussion) will be able 
to play in this week’s game 
against the Vikings.

Griffin was injured while 
scrambling near the sidelines 
on a third-and-goal play. He 
couldn’t find an open receiver, 
so he tried to turn the corner 
and lost his footing — just 
in time for his helmet to ram 
into the upper body of line-
backer Sean Weatherspoon.

“He’s very competitive, like 
most young quarterbacks are,” 
Shanahan said. “They want to 
make every first down, they 
want to extend every play to 
the last second, but part of 
that is knowing that, hey, we 
have to have you out there, 
so these quarterbacks learn in 
time when to slide. Now if it’s 
a Super Bowl or you’re going 
for a playoff win, you’re going 
to take some of those chanc-
es. But part of the process is 
staying healthy and being out 
there for your teammates.”

Chiefs: Kansas City is down 
to its backup quarterback for 
the second year in a row.

Matt Cassel sustained a 
concussion in the fourth quar-
ter of Sunday’s game against 
Baltimore and is unlikely to 
play in next weekend’s game 
at Tampa Bay, which means 
Brady Quinn is preparing 
to start an NFL game for 
the first time in nearly three 

years.
Cassel was hit by the Ra-

vens’ Haloti Ngata while 
completing a pass to Jamaal 
Charles in the Chiefs’ 9-6 loss. 
He remained on the ground 
for several minutes before 
walking off the field and 
straight to the locker room. 
Quinn finished out Kansas 
City’s final offensive series.

Cardinals: Arizona’s’ al-
ready embattled ground game 
took a severe blow with the 
announcement that running 
back Ryan Williams is out for 
the season with a left shoul-
der injury. The Cardinals 
already are without Beanie 
Wells until at least Thanks-
giving weekend because of a 
severe turf toe injury.

The hard-luck Williams 
missed all of his rookie sea-
son a year ago with a torn 
patella tendon. He injured his 
shoulder on a hard hit during 
last Thursday night’s loss at 
St. Louis.

The injury leaves Arizona 
with running backs LaRod 
Stephens-Howling, William 
Powell and former Kentucky 
star Alfonso Smith. Stephens-
Howling missed the last two 
weeks with a hip flexor.

Ti ta n s :  C o a c h  M i ke 
Munchak said quarterback 
Jake Locker will miss his sec-
ond straight game with an in-
jured left shoulder Thursday 
night when the Titans play 
the Steelers. Munchak also 
said that backup running back 
Javon Ringer will miss four to 
six weeks after spraining his 
left knee.

Bengals’ woes on 3rd downs 
cost them against Dolphins

Associated Press 

NFL

Texans running back Arian Foster (23) got past Jets strong 
safety Yeremiah Bell (37) for a first-half touchdown on Monday 
night. The game did not end in time for today’s paper. 
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GRAND OPENING
October 12th-14th

*Offer valid only at the Lexington location(s) beginning 10/12/12 and expiring 10/14/12. Due to manufacturer restrictions, offers exclude select new release and other select products. Offers exclude
all products from PING and select products from Titleist, FootJoy, Mizuno, and certain other manufacturers. Select sale and clearance items excluded. Offer is limited to one transaction per code/

coupon. Offer cannot be combined with any other offer/coupon or used for previously purchased merchandise, exchanges, special orders or toward gift card purchases. Offer valid while supplies last, no
substitutions, backorders or rain checks. Coupon becomes void if copied or transferred and where prohibited by law. Any other use constitutes fraud. In case of returned merchandise, coupon savings

may be deducted from refund. Offer not valid at Huntsville, AL location. Cash value 1/20 cent. Rewards Cards are good for 30 days after issue date.

Grand Opening Specials! Plus…
Purchase $100.00-$199.99..........get $10.00 Rewards Card
Purchase $200.00-$299.99..........get $20.00 Rewards Card
Purchase $300.00-$399.99..........get $30.00 Rewards Card
Purchase $400.00-$499.99..........get $40.00 Rewards Card
Purchase over $500.00 ..................get $50.00 Rewards Card

$2 Off*
All Regular Priced

Dozen Balls (Limit 2 dz)

1 3 4 5 3 71 0 0 0 6 6

20% Off*
Any One Regular Priced

Apparel Item

1 0 0 0 6 2

20% Off*
Any One Regular Priced
Pair of Golf Shoes

REGISTER
TO WIN A
$250
GIFT CARD

LEXINGTON
STORE HOURS : Mon-Fri Sat Sun 12pm-6pm

SHOWTIME STARTS
12 NOON

15 Hours of Continuous
Entertainment 6 DAYS A WEEK!

Kentucky’s Best Showgirls!

O

Gentleman’s ClubGentleman’s Club
COWBOYS

Home of the

$5 Tabl
e

Dance!
Home of the
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e

Dance!
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Russell Cave Road

North Broadway

COWBOYs

GAME NIGHTGAME NIGHT


