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With the contact period in full swing and 
John Calipari racking up the frequent-flyer 
miles, the number of recruits that seem to be 
serious UK targets is starting to dwindle.

On Monday, new stories on Jabari Parker, 
Demetrius Jackson and Beejay Anya hit the 
web. Combined, those three stories were more 
than 2,800 words. Not one of those words was 
“Kentucky.”

It’s really not surprising in any of these 
three cases, but it is telling.

So far in this contact period, Calipari has 
visited eight recruits from the class of 2013 
— Aaron Harrison, Andrew Harrison, Julius 
Randle, Aaron Gordon, James Young, Marcus 
Lee, Kennedy Meeks and Tyler Roberson. All 
eight of those recruits now have UK offers.

Basically, Cal doesn’t seem to be wasting 
his time with players he doesn’t think will end 
up in Lexington.

CHICAGO HIGH SCHOOL STAR 
HAS NO PLANS TO VISIT

Parker off 
UK’s radar  

as 2013 class 
narrows

By Ben Roberts
broberts@herald-leader.com 
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Simeon Career Academy’s Jabari Parker, one 
of the top high school players in the nation, is 
expected to trim his list to five schools soon. 
For now, UK is unlikely to make the cut.
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See RECRUITING, C2

Maxwell Smith is still list-
ed as day-to-day and the deci-
sion about Kentucky’s backup 
quarterback still seems far 
from resolved.

The UK starter, who has 
thrown for 966 yards and 
eight touchdowns in three 
games this season, will not 
throw Tuesday and will be 
evaluated again on Wednes-
day and Thursday leading up 
to the Cats’ game against No. 
6 South Carolina on Saturday.

“He’s a lot further along on 
Sunday than he was last Sun-
day, obviously,” Coach Joker 

Phillips said of Smith, who 
bruised a joint in his throw-
ing shoulder against Western 
Kentucky. “A lot of it had to 
do with us not playing him 
this week.”

But without Smith, UK’s 
passing game fell flat at Flor-
ida.

Senior Morgan Newton and 
true freshman Jalen Whitlow 
completed just eight of their 
27 attempts (29.6 percent) for 
60 yards. Newton threw three 
interceptions in the 38-0 loss, 
the Cats’ first time being shut 
out since 2006.

“We expect the next guy to 
go in and get it done,” Phil-
lips said when asked about 
the loss showing how valuable 
Smith is. “We just didn’t. 

IF SMITH CAN’T PLAY 
UK MUST CHOOSE 

NEWTON OR WHITLOW

With top QB ailing, 
who’s Cats’ No. 2?

By Jennifer Smith
jsmith3@herald-leader.com 

Kentucky quarterback Maxwell Smith threw for 966 yards 
and eight touchdowns in the Wildcats’ first three games,  
but he missed the fourth with an injured shoulder.
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Morgan Newton 
threw three 

interceptions  
at Florida.

Jalen Whitlow 
might start  
Saturday if 

Smith can’t.See UK FOOTBALL, C3

Florida defender Jaylen Watkins ran 26 yards for a touchdown after intercepting a pass thrown by Kentucky quarterback Morgan Newton, right.
JOHN RAOUX | ASSOCIATED PRESS

There was a notion 
bouncing around the social 
media from some Kentucky 
fans Saturday after UK’s 38-0 
pasting by Florida that Joker 
Phillips should resign as UK 
head coach.

In reaction, let’s chan-
nel ESPN’s Herm Edwards: 
HELLO?

If Kentucky fires Phillips, 
it will (as I read his contract) 
owe Joker some $1.7 million 

for the 2013 season and 
some $850,000 for 2014.

If Phillips instead resigns, 
UK owes him nada.

We won’t need Warren 
Buffett to figure out that 
business equation. What-
ever happens going forward 

in this season of football 
discontent at Kentucky (1-3), 
the one thing Phillips (12-17 
overall as UK coach) abso-
lutely, positively should not 
do for his own self interest 
is resign.

So what should happen 
next with Phillips and UK?

One thing that drives me 
batty about sports culture 
now is everyone wants deci-
sions made on what we think 

is going to happen intead of 
letting actual events play out.

So here’s a novel thought.
In the case of Phillips and 

his job, why don’t we at least 
wait this season until there 

PHILLIPS DESERVES 
CHANCE TO RIGHT SHIP

UNTIL SEASON IS LOST, CALLS TO FIRE COACH SHOULD CEASE

MARK 
STORY

HERALD-
LEADER  
SPORTS 

COLUMNIST

SATURDAY
South Carolina at Kentucky
When: 7 p.m.  TV: ESPN2

See STORY, C3

Joker Phillips 
would be owed 
about $2.5 mil-
lion if UK fires 

the head coach 
right now.

GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL GOLF

RICHMOND — Henry Clay’s girls played 
up to expectations and won the 7th Region 
high school golf title at Gibson Bay on Mon-
day, and flashed winning smiles afterward.

“It’s amazing,” said junior Meg Mills, who 
led the Blue Devils with a 76, her lowest 
round of the year.

She wasn’t playing for personal gratifica-
tion, though.

“More than anything, I wanted to be there 
for my team, back them up and get a good 
score on the board for them,” she said.

Western Hills senior Megan Kinney took 
medalist honors. She birdied the last three 
holes to shoot a 75, edging Mills by a shot.

“It was nerve-wracking; I’m still shaking,” 
Kinney said. “I had all my teammates out 
here supporting me, and knowing that made 
it easier.”

Henry Clay had a team total of 324 to beat 
runner-up Boyle County by 10 shots.

Both teams advance to next week’s state 
tournament in Bowling Green.

Mills leads 
Henry Clay  

to region title
By Mike Fields

mfields@herald-leader.com 

See GOLF, C3
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