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First United Methodist Church raised $5,075 with its
second Pot of  Gold Auction on Wednesday. The money
will benefit the church’s ministry programs. 
The auction’s biddable items are mostly services rather

than objects. In one category, titled “Excursions,” serv-
ices such as a four-hour pontoon boat ride on Lake
Barkley was auctioned with an estimated value of  $250.
In another category focusing on professional services,
half  a day worth of  repair and maintenance work for a
home or business was auctioned. 
Bev Thomson, a co-chair of  the event, said the auction

is designed as a community building exercise.  
“It is designed to be a fundraiser but also as a way for

church members to get to know each other,” she said. 
A meal was offered during the auction consisting of

pork, mashed potatoes, fried chicken and various
desserts. It was prepared by church member Betty
Adams and her culinary arts class from Hopkinsville
High School. 
The event was decorated in an Irish theme in honor of

St. Patrick’s Day today. Church member Marion Adams
played Irish tunes on a piano throughout the event. 
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Local church raises more
than $5,000 with auction 
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Patrons enjoy a meal Wednesday during the Pot of Gold Auction at First
United Methodist Church. Biddable items at the auction are usually
services rather than objects. 
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JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — At almost 7 feet tall,
the Rev. Clifford Johnson admits he likes to eat — a
lot.
Except now. Now, Johnson and many members of

his Northside Jacksonville church are in the thick
of  their 40-day Lenten sacrifice of  things like TV,
soda, Facebook and chocolate.
“It’s hard for me because I am a big guy, and I like

to eat,” said Johnson, a former college and NBA bas-
ketball player.
All of  that is normal for clergy and lay people par-

ticipating in Lent, the 40-day sacrificial season de-
signed to prepare Christians for Easter. But there is
one fact that makes Johnson and his congregation
different from most others observing Lent: They’re
Baptists — and theologically conservative ones at
that.
Rather than rejecting Lent as something “too

Catholic” or because it isn’t mentioned in the New
Testament, Johnson said Zion Hope Missionary Bap-
tist Church recognizes the spiritual value of  the sea-
son.
“We don’t want Easter to be a one-day event,”

Johnson said. “We want people to enjoy the journey
so Easter will be more meaningful and powerful in
their lives.”
Historically, Lent is associated mostly with the

Catholic Church. The practice dates back centuries
and, in part, was viewed as a time to prepare con-
verts for their entry into the church.
The practice was abandoned by many Protestant

denominations after the Reformation and remains
for many of  them an unbiblical practice.
But not by all. Orthodox Christians never rejected

Lent, and most Mainline Protestant groups, like the
Episcopal and Methodist churches, and some Pres-
byterians, have kept it.
But less known is that some Baptists and other

evangelical groups do observe Lent — and many of
them have done so for years.
However, sometimes they do so individually.
Jacksonville resident Donteacia Seymore said she

has participated in Lent in previous years, even
though her Baptist church doesn’t encourage it. In-

stead, its members usually participate in a “Daniel
Fast,” in which participants adhere to a Bible-based
diet for two to four weeks and boost their devotional
time.
The diet doesn’t have to be conducted before

Easter, but many churches and people do so during
the Lenten season to help prepare themselves for the

Lent not just for Catholics 
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Margie Fullmer holds up a container with a fish dinner March 2 at
the Church of the Holy Spirit in Palmyra, Pa. The church hosts a
fish fry each Friday thoughout Lent. 

SEE LENT, PAGE D4
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Ultra Orthodox Jews attend the funeral of Rabbi Moshe Yehoshua Hager, leader of the hassidic sect Vizhnitz in Bnei Brak , an Ultra Ortho-
dox Jewish town near Tel Aviv, Israel, on Wednesday. Rabbi Moshe Yehoshua Hager was 95.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s
where the nation’s capital gathers
to mourn, to pray and to seek
comfort during tragedies. Now
the Washington National Cathe-
dral needs help weathering its
own financial emergency.
The church has long been a

spiritual center for the nation,
drawing hundreds of  thousands
of  visitors and worshippers each
year. It’s the burial site of  Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson and for
Helen Keller. It’s hosted funeral
services for Gerald Ford, Ronald
Reagan and other presidents. And
during ordeals such as the Sept.
11 attacks, it’s been a place for in-
terfaith reflection.
But the Episcopal cathedral is

facing one of  the worst financial
binds of  its 105-year-old history.
An earthquake in August severely
damaged its intricate stone work
and architecture, with repair
costs estimated at $20 million.
Aside from that damage, the
structure faces $30 million in pre-
existing preservation needs.
Even before the earthquake, a fi-

nancial crisis forced the cathedral
to slash its operating budget from
$27 million to as little as $13 mil-
lion in recent years and cut paid
staff  from 170 full-time employees
to 70. The church relies heavily on
donations to fund its operations.
Still, cathedral officials say the

financial problems won’t close the
church. The building is stable,
and repairs will be made as funds

are available.
“It may take five years. It may

take 10 years. It might take 20
years. But we will do this, with
God’s help,” said Andrew
Hullinger, senior director of  fi-
nance and administration.
Cathedral officials tell The As-

sociated Press they are partner-
ing with the National Trust for
Historic Preservation to boost its

national marketing and fundrais-
ing efforts, while they also pursue
efforts of  their own to increase
visitor traffic and donations.
The National Trust is designat-

ing the cathedral a “national
treasure” that is critically threat-
ened. The trust expects to donate
hundreds of  thousands of  dollars
in staff  time for consulting and
technical expertise.
“So many people see the cathe-

dral as the landmark in Washing-
ton that it is in the nation’s daily
life, but they don’t often think
about what it takes to preserve a
place like that,” said David
Brown, the trust’s executive vice
president.
Since the earthquake, fundrais-

ing for operations has outpaced
donations for repairs. Officials re-
cently announced they had raised
$2 million for earthquake repairs
and $5 million for the annual op-
erating budget, inching toward re-
covery.
Months after the 5.8-magnitude

earthquake, scaffolding remains
atop the 330-foot central tower —
a reminder of  the pinnacles and
hand-carved stonework that
cracked and crashed onto the
roof. Much of  the damage oc-
curred on older parts of  the
gothic church built in sections
over 83 years, beginning in 1907.
The resident head stonemason,

Joseph Alonso, has called it “one
big piece of  sculpture” because of
its hand-carved architectural de-
tails. Uniquely American touches

National Cathedral’s preservation needs top $50M
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In this 2011 file photo an angel, carved
from Indiana limestone, lies shattered
amid other damage on the roof of the
Washington National Cathedral in Wash-
ington after an earthquake

SEE CATHEDRAL, PAGE D4
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CHEYENNE, Wyo.  — The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
has taken the unusual step of
issuing a permit allowing an
American Indian tribe to kill
two bald eagles for religious
purposes.
The agency’s decision

comes after the Northern
Arapaho Tribe in Wyoming
filed a federal lawsuit last
year contending the refusal to
issue such permits violates
tribal members’ religious
freedom. Although thousands
of  American Indians apply
for eagle feathers and car-
casses from a federal reposi-
tory, permits allowing the
killing of  bald eagles are ex-
ceedingly rare, according to
both tribal and legal experts
on the matter.
“I’ve not heard of  a take

permit for a bald eagle,” Steve
Moore, lawyer with the Na-
tive American Rights Fund,
or NARF, in Boulder, Colo.,
said Tuesday. “I see it and
NARF would see it as a legiti-
mate expression of  sover-
eignty by the tribe, and
respect for that sovereignty
by the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice.”
Federal law prohibits the

killing of  bald eagles, the na-
tional bird, in almost all
cases. The government keeps
eagle feathers and body parts
in a federal repository and
tribal members can apply for
them for use in religious cer-
emonies.
The bald eagle was re-

moved from the federal list of
threatened species in 2007,

following its reclassification
in 1995 from endangered to
threatened. However, the
species has remained pro-
tected under the federal Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection
Act.
The Fish and Wildlife Serv-

ice in 2009 stated in a report
that it had never issued a per-
mit for the killing of  bald ea-
gles to that time. The report
states the government had is-
sued permits for the Hopi
Tribe in Arizona to take
golden eagles since the mid-
1980s.
Diane Katzenberger,

spokeswoman for the Fish
and Wildlife Service in Den-
ver, said no one in the agency
was available who could say
immediately whether a per-
mit allowing the killing of  a
live bald eagle had been is-
sued since 2009.
It’s been nearly three years

since the Arapaho tribe filed
an application for a permit to
kill eagles, said Andy Bald-
win, lawyer for the tribe,
adding that he believed the
Northern Arapaho would not
have received the permit
without going to court.
He revealed in a legal filing

this week that the federal
agency had issued the permit
on Friday.
Federal lawyers filed a sta-

tus report in the lawsuit on
Tuesday saying that the East-
ern Shoshone Tribe had op-
posed the killing of  eagles on
the Wind River Indian Reser-
vation, which the two tribes
share in central Wyoming.
The report states that the fed-
eral permit will allow the

Wyoming tribe gets rare
permit to kill bald eagles
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This 2006 file photo shows a bald eagle taking flight from a tree overlooking
the Kootenai River near Bonners Ferry, Idaho. 
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