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At Rudy’s, station regulars would gather, put a coin
in the pot, grab a Coke and the man with the bottle
from the farthest distance got the pot.

Rudy worked hard, but he also found time for fun
and community service. He served on the city council,
and most of  the time, he and some of  his friends
would take Thursday off  and fish, hunt or just have a
good time.

During one of  those hunting trips, Ken Hayes and
Jim Major, good Rudy buddies and both pharmacists,
decided to play a trick on Rudy.

They emptied his ammunition and filled the bullets
with talcum powder, so out into the field they went,
and Rudy spotted a dove. He lifted his gun and shot,
and you guessed it, just a big puff  of  white powder. It
took several shots before it dawned on him what his
buddies had done.

Rudy also liked to eat. Once he and some of  the
Rudy crowd were at our house for supper. We had a
smoked turkey, and I had made two big chocolate pies.

It was interesting to watch Rudy devour an entire
turkey leg and thigh and half  of  a chocolate pie.

Of  course the biggest change in service stations is
today’s gas prices. Ray Lockhart recently dropped by
and showed us some old gas receipts he’d found.

One was from 1907 in Evansville, Wyom., where he
filled up with gas at l.919 a gallon, and then it esca-
lated to over $2, then more than $3 and you know what
it’s like now.

It’s nice to know that there is still a very nice self-
service station operating in Hopkinsville. At
Clearview on North Main, the owner is Robert Pol-
lock. We talked to his assistant manager, Troy Mahan,
who told us, “We are definitely full service, but we do
have self-service.”

“We have many long time customers, many women
who don’t want to pump gas. We have customers who
are disabled, and we offer full service, cleaning wind-
shield, tires, checking brakes about anything you
need,” he said of  the business, which was established
in 1950.

That’s the way it was at Rudy’s and all service sta-
tions years ago.

When we remember folks like Rudy, it takes us back
to the ’50s. Those were the good times.

MARY D. FERGUSON is a staff writer and columnist for the Kentucky New Era. Her column runs
every Friday. She can be reached by telephone at 270-887-3230.
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heat of  the moment threatened se-
cession. Taylor countered with the
very real threat of  army interven-
tion, stating that “persons taken in
rebellion against the Union would
hang.”

As a border state, Kentucky
wasn’t as vocal on the issue of  slav-
ery as some other states in the deep
South, but still the fear and fever
ran high in both the black and white
camps.

In December of  1856 a slave insur-
rection broke out in Dover, Tenn.
The inspiration was a walk North to
the Promised Land, across the
Mason-Dixon line into free territory.
The proposed route would have
taken them through La Fayette,
Hopkinsville, Madisonville and
Henderson. This unprecedented
event simultaneously struck fear in
the white community while its in-
creasing numbers motivated the
African-Americans to join the
march. Ultimately the group was
several hundred strong. This of
course posed a serious and immedi-
ate threat.

The sheriff  of  Christian County
organized a vigilante group who
went to La Fayette and set up a
camp to meet the slaves head on.
The group turned back home on
hearing that the vigilantes were
waiting for them. In Dover, the
leaders were rounded up and
hanged. 

As a silent witness to history,
GENOA has stood in both the ante-
bellum and reconstruction eras,
seen the advent of  railroads and
their supplanting river traffic as
the primary means of  travel and
shipping (a process which was
complete by 1879) and emerged vir-
tually intact into the 21st century.
Long may it last.

The house has eight principal
rooms, with one large addition. It
has a traditional two-story porch in
a style that survives the Federal pe-
riod intact for a number of  years,
particularly in rural architecture.
Gone are the Federal fanlights over
the entrance doors and interior
arches.

This new style is more bold and
masculine than its predecessor, and
furniture of  the period becomes
more massive.

The covered side porch between
the chimneys with its round brick
posts, though not original, is a ver-
nacular touch that in no way com-
promises the overall integrity of  the
structure.

The house has two staircases, both
of  which are original. In addition to
the main staircase, another goes
from a front-facing bedroom left to
the one above it. This was a not un-
common feature of  both Federal
and Greek Revival houses. Fre-
quently (but not in this case) the
room above could only be accessed
through this bedroom staircase and
housed the family’s daughters. This
was not tantamount to locking your

daughters up, but it definitely sent a
message.

The interior woodwork details
are quite bold and spectacular.
Notice the vertical panels in the
front doors and the rectangular
transom panel above, both of
which are standard features of
Greek Revival architecture.

In April we will look at an im-
pressive commercial Main Street
renovation in progress.

JAMES B. COURSEY’S Hiding in Plain Sight column appears
monthly in the Kentucky New Era. His column is researched
jointly with County Historian William T. Turner. Reach James
Coursey at 270-719-9462 or email him at
jbcourseydesign@gmail.com. 
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White said their pas-
senger service reached
its peak in 1920 when
they carried 20,000 peo-
ple. As cars were devel-
oped though, the
passenger service fell
away in favor of  freight
hauling. White said they
hauled materials for sev-
eral Cadiz businesses in-
cluding the local
fertilizer plant, crosstie
yard and feed mill. 

Looking at the town
today, White said much
of  what he sees is made
from materials the rail-
road shipped. 

“When they black-
topped these streets, all
the blacktop came by
rail,” White said, gestur-
ing at the street outside
the museum. 

While the railroad had
steady business, it was
only a part-time commit-
ment for White, who also
worked for Cadiz Milling
Company. He ran the rail-
road with his cousin,
W.C. White II, who ran
his own lumber business
on the side. 

The railroad was on the
verge of  closing in 1965
when it landed a big
client; the Hoover Ball
and Bearing Company, a
Michigan-based firm,
was building a new auto-
motive plant and started
using the railroad for its
shipping needs. White
said they saw a major
spike in shipping volume,
requiring him to work
the business full time. 

“We got to the point
where we were just under
300 carloads per year and
then Hoover came and we
jumped up over 2,000,” he
said. “At one time they
shipped as many as 30
cars per week and that
kept us pretty busy.” 

In the ’80s, White said
the Hoover company
started using trucks to
ship most of  their mate-
rials. By 1985, when
White retired, they only
had a few clients ship-
ping with them and de-
cided to close the rail. 

White still misses life
on the railroad. Even as
president, he would still
work on the trains if  an
engineer was out sick. He
concedes he’d probably
be lost working on a train
today, though. 

“It used to be the con-
ductor would get a hand-
ful of  waybills when he
left town,” White said.
“Now he has a laptop. All
the information is all on
that laptop.” 

White has worked with
Turner on his book and
is excited to see it pub-
lished. White’s contribu-
tion has been
tremendous, Turner said. 

“We couldn’t have done
it without him,” Turner
said. “Stan White is a
walking encyclopedia of
information on the Cadiz
Railroad.” 

The Mason exhibit will
be on display until March
25. 

REACH DENNIS O’NEIL at 270-887-3237 
or doneil@kentuckynewera.com.
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Not original, the porch features round brick posts.

SIGHT: Exploring the Greek RevivalREPORTER: Let the
good times roll

RAILROAD: Stan White
recalls life on the rails

It is the time of  year
when purple blooming
henbit and deadnettle

begin to appear. These are
winter annual weeds,
which means they begin
growing from seed in the
fall (November), remain in
the lawn during the winter
and bloom and set seed in
the spring before the ma-
ture plants die. 

They are
also mem-
bers of  the
mint family,
which have
characteris-
tic square
stems. Al-
though the
two are re-
lated, henbit
is the one
with
rosettes of
upward cup-
ping leaves
spaced
evenly along
the stem.
Deadnettle’s
leaves are closer together
and lay downward forming
a spear shape. 

Control is easy in lawns
because henbit and dead-
nettle are broadleaf  weeds
growing among grass
plants. For this reason you
can spray broadleaf  herbi-
cides containing 2, 4-D,
dicamba and MCPP, with-
out damaging your lawn.
Timing is key for control of
these weeds. 

Spraying now will kill the
plants and prevent seeds

from developing but there
are still hundreds of  seeds
in the soil ready to germi-
nate next year. A single
spray in November will
gain control of  these and
other winter annual weeds
(i.e., chickweed, buttercup,
Carolina geranium) while
they are small and before
they have a chance to take
over the lawn. 

In flowerbeds where
these weeds are growing
with other broadleaf  plants
(i.e. shrubs, perennials, an-
nuals), control will be lim-
ited to hand pulling. The
use of  landscape fabric or
mulch has been found to re-
duce weed pressure in
flowerbeds, thus shorten-
ing the time you have to
spend weeding. Using a
pre-emergence herbicide
containing isoxaben, oryza-
lin or pendimethalin, if  ap-
plied to established turf
and ornamental beds in
early fall, will also help con-
trol henbit and deadnettle.

Spring application of  pre-
emergence herbicides will
also help avoid problems
with summer annual grass
weeds like crabgrass and
goosegrass. There are
many brands available for
control including products
that contain benefin,
dithiopyr, oryzalin or
pendimethalin. You should
be aware that not all of
these are recommended on
lawns that were seeded last
fall or that have been cut
less than four times since
seeding. Read the label be-
fore you make your pur-

chase or you could damage
your newly seeded lawn. 

Some pre-emergence her-
bicides recommend two ap-
plications for best control.
The first application is usu-
ally in March but the sec-
ond may not be needed
until May. Problems can
occur if  using a combined
pre-emergence herbicide
and fertilizer product on
the second application. 

On tall fescue lawns, ap-
plying fertilizer after April
increases your risk of
brown patch disease. If  you
use a combination product
in March, you may want to
switch to a pre-emergence
herbicide only for your sec-
ond application.

Wild garlic is best treated
in February or March be-
cause the chemical must be
allowed at least two weeks
to work before the lawn is

mowed. Typically, the
warmer the temperature,
the better the results. Wild
garlic is difficult to control
and usually requires two
treatments in two consecu-
tive springs. 

Spot spraying individual
clumps with 2, 4-D amine
herbicide or 2, 4-D plus
dicamba works best. Al-
ways read the label for
proper mixing directions.
You can add one teaspoon
of  liquid dishwashing de-
tergent to each gallon of
spray to help the herbicide
stick to the leaves. Only
mix the amount of  spray
you will need to prevent
disposal problems. Remem-
ber to avoid mowing the
tops for at least two weeks,
until they begin to yellow
and curl, to get the best kill
of  the underground bulbs. 

KELLY R. JACKSON is the Christian County ex-
tension agent for horticulture. He can be
reached at 270-886-6328 or visit Christian
County Horticulture online at 
www.christiancountyextension.com. 
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