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Greg Biffle wins pole at Bristol Motor Speedway

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Greg Biffle (right) talks with driver Aric Almirola after qualifying on the
pole for the Food City 500 on Friday in Bristol, Tenn.

BRISTOL, Tenn. (AP) — Greg Biffle
knows he won’t be perfect all season.

He’ll take what he can get right
now.

The Sprint Cup points leader con-
tinued his strong start to the season
Friday by winning the pole at Bristol
Motor Speedway.

“I know this isn’t going to last all
season, but I’m enjoying the hell out
of  it right now,” Biffle said.

He turned a lap of  125.215 mph in
his Roush Fenway Racing Ford to
take the top qualifying spot for Sun-
day’s race. Biffle has opened the sea-
son with three third-place finishes,
and has not qualified lower than
ninth.

“I gotta pinch myself. I think I’m
dreaming,” he said. “I’m having a
great time, the time of  my life.”

It’s the 10th pole of  Biffle’s career,
but his first at Bristol. He’s credited

his strong start to the season to an
offseason overhaul to his No. 16 team.
Biffle has a new crew chief  in Matt
Puccia, and every crew member was
changed.

“They are a great group of  guys, I’m
happy to have them,” Biffle said. “Just
plain and simply Matt Puccia is the
reason why we’re running and com-
peting and finishing where we are.
This team needed leadership and he
was willing to step up and take the task
on and he’s done a fantastic job so far.”

AJ Allmendinger qualified second
in a Penske Racing Dodge. It’s his
first top-10 starting position of  2012,
but third in 10 previous Sprint Cup
races at Bristol.

Allmendinger has had a rough
start to his first season with Penske,
opening the year with a 34th-place
finish at Daytona followed by an 18th
at Phoenix and a 37th at Las Vegas.

“This has never been a place that
I’m really good at,” Allmendinger
said. “We tested this week and
learned some things, came into here,
and was able to put them on the race
car and really just have a solid day
overall. We’ve had a tough start to the
season, and definitely not the way we
imagined when we signed. But it’s
still early.”

Ryan Newman qualified third in a
Chevrolet for Stewart-Haas Racing.

Jeff  Gordon qualified fourth in a
Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet.
Brad Keselowski was fifth to put both
Penske cars in the top five. Regan
Smith was sixth, followed by Aric
Almirola, Carl Edwards, Joey
Logano and Kasey Kahne.

Timmy Hill was the only driver
who failed to qualify. Robby Gordon
withdrew because of  mechanical
problems.
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Jason Dufner chips on to the 17th green during the second round of the
Transitions golf tournament on Friday in Palm Harbor, Fla.

Dufner takes 2-shot
lead at Transitions

PALM HARBOR, Fla.
(AP) — Jason Dufner and
Padraig Harrington felt
cautious at times for differ-
ent reasons Friday in the
Transitions Champi-
onship. They also had a far
different outcome.

Harrington was 12 shots
worse than his course-
record 61 in the opening
round.

Dufner, trying to play
more conservatively when
he doesn’t feel confident
about attacking, made it
through another round at
Innisbrook without a
bogey and posted a second
straight 5-under 66 to take a
two-shot lead into the
weekend.

“Pretty stress-free
round,” Dufner said.

Harrington didn’t feel as
though he hit the ball much
worse in a round of  73. He
realized it would be diffi-
cult to back up his record
score on the Copperhead
course with another low
score, and it crept into his
putting, especially on the
back nine.

“I’m happy with my
game, but when you shoot a
good score, it’s hard to
match the next day,” Har-
rington said. “When you’re
leading the tournament,
it’s hard not to be a little bit
cautious, and I think at
times I was on the greens.”

William McGirt had a 68
and joined Harrington at 8-
under 134.

Luke Donald, who can re-
turn to No. 1 in the world
with a win, had a 68 and
was in the large group at 7-
under 135 that included
Puerto Rico winner George
McNeill.
nLPGA FOUNDERS

CUP: In Phoenix, Top-
ranked Yani Tseng shot a 2-
under 70 to take a
one-stroke over five players
after the second round of
the LPGA Founders Cup.

A day after playing a
seven-hole stretch on the
back nine in 7 under, the

Taiwanese star opened
with nine pars on the same
nine. She had three birdies
and a bogey on her final
nine to reach 9-under 135
on another perfect 80-de-
gree day at Wildfire Golf
Club.

Second-ranked Na Yeon
Choi was second along
with fellow South Korean
players I.K. Kim and
Meena Lee and Japan’s Ai
Miyazato and Mika
Miyazato. Kim had a 66,
Lee and Mika Miyazato
shot 67, Ai Miyazato had a
68, and Choi shot a 69.

Tseng successfully de-
fended her LPGA Thailand
title in February for her
13th LPGA Tour victory.
She led the tour last season
with seven victories — in-
cluding major victories in
the LPGA Championship
and Women’s British Open
— and finished the year
with 12 worldwide titles.
nTOSHIBA CLASSIC:

In Newport Beach, Calif.,
Bernhard Langer birdied
the final hole for a 6-under
65 and a share of  the first-
round lead with Bobby
Clampett and Olin Browne
in the Champions Tour’s
Toshiba Classic.

Langer, the 2008 winner,
holed an 8-iron from 143
yards for an eagle on the
par-4 sixth hole in his
bogey-free round at New-
port Beach Country Club.

Clampett birdied three of
the last four holes and fin-
ished with eight birdies
and two bogeys. He holed a
30-foot birdie chip in the
sixth hole. Browne also
birdied the par-5 18th, and
had just 27 putts.

Loren Roberts, Tom Kite,
Steve Pate, Bill Glasson
and David Eger were a
stroke back.

Fred Couples, the 2010
winner, had a 67.

Defending champion
Nick Price shot a 70. He
opened with a career-best
60 last year.


