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Sierra Simpson is seen in an undated photo.

Clarksville police search
for missing teenager

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

Police are looking for a 15-year-old girl who dis-
appeared after school on Thursday. Sierra N. Simp-
son, of  Clarksville, Tenn., was last seen outside
Kenwood Middle School and has not been heard
from by family or friends since, according to a
Clarksville police news release.

She is 5 feet, 1 inch tall and weighs 115 pounds.
She has blonde hair, blue eyes and noticeable acne,
police said.

Anyone with information should call the
Clarksville Police Department at 931-645-8477. 

Officer pulls teen
from burning car

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

A Hopkinsville police officer pulled a teenager
from a burning car Friday morning after a two-
car collision in Muhlenberg, according to a Hop-
kinsville police report.

At around 8 a.m., Officer Shan-
nan White-Tinsley was driving to
work on Kentucky 189 when an
SUV and a compact car collided
head-on, police said. Moments
after the crash, the car caught fire.
Tinsley checked the vehicles and
found the 16-year-old driver of  the
car unconscious, according to the
report.

White-Tinsley pulled the teen, Zachary Morris,
of  Greenville, from the wrecked car minutes be-
fore it was engulfed in flames, police said.

The 16-year-old was life-flighted to Vanderbilt
University Medical Center in Nashville, Tenn.
The driver of  the SUV, Kenneth Haskill, 49,
Greenville, was taken to Muhlenberg Community
Hospital.

The crash is under investigation. 

White-Tinsley

COURT NEWS n

Grand jury indicts man 
on rape, sodomy charges

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A Christian County grand jury
indicted a man on Friday who al-
legedly raped and sodomizing
two 9-year-old children last year. 

Archie Yates, 54, of  Catletts-
burg, is charged with first-degree
rape, two counts of  first-degree
sodomy and two counts of  first-
degree sexual abuse, according to
court records.

In October, Hopkinsville police
interviewed four children, two of
whom said Yates had sexually
abused them. 

In addition, one of  the two chil-
dren said Yates performed oral
sex on her and attempted to have
sex with her.

During a mental evaluation,
Yates told said he felt devastated
and hopeless and that he couldn’t

SEE COURT, PAGE A7

Man gets 15 years 
for alleged drug charges

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A Tropicana Court man was
sentenced to 15 years in prison
after a Christian Circuit Court
judge ruled that the man's guilty
plea was valid. 

Herbert L. Forte, 31, pleaded
guilty to first-degree unlawful
transaction with a minor (less
than 16 years old), first-degree
trafficking in a controlled sub-
stance (cocaine) second offense,
trafficking in marijuana (less
than five pounds), first-degree
bail jumping and possession of

drug paraphernalia, according to
court records.

During the sentencing, Forte's
attorney Rick Boling asked
Judge John Atkins to withdraw
the guilty plea. Forte took the
commonwealth's plea bargain
under the expectation that a co-
defendant in the case, Anthony
Brown, would testify that all of
the cocaine in the house was his,
Boling said. Brown made no such
testimony. 

The prosecution responded in a
letter which stated, "Mr. Forte's

SEE SENTENCINGS, PAGE A7
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JSMC announces physician lecture series
Several physicians at Jennie Stuart Medical Center will be

speaking at free lectures on a variety of  health topics, accord-
ing to a news release. 

The lectures include:
n Weight-loss surgery by Dr. Gerame Wells at 6 p.m. March 26

in the Cotthoff  Learning Center at JSMC.
n The latest treatments in sleep medicine by Dr. Manoj Maj-

mudar at 6 p.m. March 27 at the public library in Cadiz. Majmu-
dar will also give the talk at 6 p.m. April 5 at the Cotthoff
Learning Center.
n Sleep apnea by Dr. Sanjay Chavda at 6 p.m. March 28 at the

CRIME n

SEE BRIEFS, PAGE A7

Police: Elementary
school girl molested

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

A Martin Luther King Jr. Ele-
mentary student told police on
Thursday that she had been sexu-
ally molested while at school, ac-
cording to a Hopkinsville police
report.

The 11-year-old said that be-
tween Nov. 1 and March 8, some-
one at the school touched her
genitals both over and under her
clothing, police said.

The charge listed is sexual mis-
conduct, which is reserved for sit-
uations where an individual is
sexually abused by someone who
is in a position of  authority. The
suspect’s information, including
age and name, were redacted
from the report.

Man tells police officers
he was stabbed by friend

A Hopkinsville man was re-
portedly stabbed in the leg with a
steak knife early Friday morn-
ing, according to a Hopkinsville
police report. 

Quentin Mass, 42, said around 1
a.m., he was involved in a verbal
altercation with a friend at an
East Second Street address. The
argument turned physical when
the friend grabbed a steak knife
and accidentally stabbed Mass in
the leg, according to the report.

The suspect’s information is
redacted from the report. As of
Friday afternoon, police had not

SEE CRIME, PAGE A7

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY JIM KNOLL | CLARKSVILLE POLICE

Chief Al Rivers Ansley (above) discusses strategy with his staff. Tiny Town Road traffic (below) and emergency responders are shown on scene. The house
(bottom) is on Quicksilver Court where shots were fired at officers.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CLARKSVILLE, Tenn.
— A U.S. Special Forces
soldier has been killed
and another member of
his unit has been charged
in a shooting in
Clarksville, Tenn., that
also injured a police offi-
cer.

Officials from Fort
Bragg, N.C., said in a
statement that 26-year-old
Sgt. 1st Class Frederic N.
Moses was assigned to 5th
Special Forces Group at
Fort Campbell, Ky., on the
Tennessee line at
Clarksville. They said the
shooting was not military-
related.

The Tennessee Bureau
of  Investigation arrested
Sgt. Benjamin Schweitzer
on a charge of  criminal
homicide.

The Leaf-Chronicle ob-
tained a warrant that said
police officers investigat-
ing Moses’ death Thurs-
day said they followed a

trail of  blood to a house
where they were shot at by
Schweitzer. One police of-
ficer was wounded.

According to the arrest
warrant, a neighbor re-
ported a bleeding man on
her porch around 10:45
a.m. When police arrived,
the victim was not respon-
sive and was later de-
clared dead by a county
coroner.

Four police officers fol-
lowed a trail of  blood back
to the house where
Schweitzer was found in a
locked bedroom. The offi-
cers forced open the door
and were shot at by
Schweitzer and the offi-
cers returned fire, accord-
ing to the warrant.

Officer James Eure was
shot in the upper arm, but
he was later treated and
released from the hospi-
tal. After the exchange of
gunfire, the suspect threw
a handgun out of  the bed-
room and barricaded him-
self inside the bedroom.

Police recovered a Glock
.45-caliber handgun from
the house.

A tactical team helped
get the four officers out of
the house through a bed-
room window. At about
2:15 p.m. Schweitzer sur-
rendered to police and was
taken into custody. He was
booked into Montgomery
County Jail, where he re-

mains without bond.
The Tennessee Bureau

of  Investigation said they
will be investigating the
shooting and will provide
results to the District At-
torney General, which is a
normal procedure when
an officer is involved in a
shooting. Schweitzer
could face additional
charges.

Tenn. shooting
leaves 1 soldier
dead, 1 charged

Timeline changed in 
superintendent search

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

Because the first meeting be-
tween the board and the su-
perintendent screening
committee conflicted with the
high school graduation, the
timeline for the new superin-
tendent search needed to
change, according to a Chris-
tian County Public Schools
news release.

The meeting was initially set
to follow the deadline for ap-
plications on May 15, but on
Thursday, the board set the
graduation date for May 16.

As a result, the first meeting

has been changed to 5:15 p.m.
May 18 at the board office.

On May 21, the screening
committee will pick applicants
for background and reference
checks. The following week,
the committee will finalize its
recommendations and make a
presentation to the board dur-
ing a second joint meeting on
May 31.

In June, the board will in-
terview candidates and is slot-
ted to make a decision by
June 22.

At Thursday’s board meet-
ing, board chairman Barry
Cornelius was nominated to
serve on the search committee.
On Friday, Hopkinsville High
School Principal Demetria
Choice was the second person
chosen for the committee.

Hoptown principal 
added to committee


