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As you plan your child’s
educational future,

University Heights Academy

Open House 

As you plan your child’s
educational future,

University Heights Academy
invites you to attend an informal, informational

Open House 

Tuesday, March 20, 2012
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 20, 2012
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Please enter at the school’s main entrance. Join us as we
answer questions concerning our curriculum, our mission,

our goals and what UHA can mean to your child. 
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Show us how far you took the 
Kentucky New Era on your vacation!

Keith & Sheral Harmon of Hopkinsville show off their
Kentucky New Era from Cancun, Mexico.

TheThe Goes on
Vacation!

Goes on
Vacation!

Weddings, engagements and other announcements
can be submitted at:

www.kentuckynewera.com
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*applies to most cars. 5 quarts of standard oil.

WITH
•Free Tire Rotation
•Free Touchless Car Wash
•Free Courtesy Shuttle
•Free Whistle Stop Donuts
•Free Hot Coffee

(AP) — After five days cloaked in military
secrecy, the U.S. soldier suspected in a mas-
sacre of  16 Afghan civilians has been iden-
tified as a Washington state father of  two
who underwent anger management coun-
seling a decade ago after an arrest for as-
sault on a girlfriend.

The soldier accused in the killings is
Army Staff  Sgt. Robert Bales, 38, his lawyer
confirmed Friday. Bales is from Lake Tapps,
Wash., a community set amid pine trees
surrounding a reservoir about 35 miles
south of  Seattle.

Bales is married, the father of  two young
children and a veteran who was in the
midst of  his fourth tour in a war zone.
Neighbors described him Friday as good-
natured and warm, and recalled seeing him
playing outside the family’s modern split-
level with his children, ages 3 and 4.

But court records show Bales was ar-
rested at a Tacoma, Wash., hotel in 2002 for
investigation of  assault on a woman he
dated before he married his wife, his lawyer,
John Henry Browne, confirmed. 

Bales pleaded not guilty, underwent 20
hours of  anger management counseling
and the case was dismissed, according to
court records. A separate hit-and-run
charge was dismissed in a nearby town’s
municipal court three years ago, according
to records.

Until late Friday, when a senior U.S. offi-
cial first confirmed Bales’ identity, nearly
all the very limited information known
about Bales had come either from unnamed
military officials or Browne.

Even seemingly straightforward infor-
mation raised questions not easily an-
swered — such as a possible defense of
post-traumatic stress disorder.

Bales lost part of  one foot because of  in-
juries suffered in Iraq during one of  his
three tours of  duty there, his lawyer said.
Browne also said that when the 11-year vet-
eran heard he was being sent to
Afghanistan late last year, he did not want
to go. He also said that a day before the ram-
page through two villages, the soldier saw a
comrade’s leg blown off.

The same goes for the possibility alcohol
played a role.

On Friday, a senior U.S. defense official
said Bales was drinking in the hours before
the attack on Afghan villagers, violating a
U.S. military order banning alcohol in war
zones. The official discussed the matter on

condition of  anonymity because charges
have not yet been filed.

Browne said his client’s family told him
they were not aware of  any drinking prob-
lem — not necessarily a contradiction.
Pressed on the issue in interviews with
news organizations, Browne said he did not
know if  his client had been drinking the
night of  the massacre.

Neighbors, though, recalled a man who
was stoic about his time at war and didn’t
let on much.

“He always had a good attitude about
being in the service,” said Kassie Holland,
who lives next door. “He was never really
angry about it. When I heard him talk, he
said ... ‘yeah, that’s my job. That’s what I do.’
He never expressed a lot of  emotion toward
it.”

Holland called Bales kind-hearted around
the neighborhood. “I can’t believe it was
him,” she said. “There were no signs. It’s re-
ally sad. I don’t want to believe that he did
it.”

Reporters swarmed Bales’ neighborhood
on Friday night; no one answered the door
at his white split-level home, set back from
the road. Bales and his wife bought the
home in 2005; the $229,000 property was put
on the market on Monday, public records
show.

The soldier was flown Friday from
Kuwait to the U.S. military prison at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan., Army officials con-
firmed. The Army said he was placed in a
private cell at a medium/minimum secu-
rity prison near the U.S. Disciplinary Bar-
racks.

The move to the U.S. does not necessarily
mean an announcement of  formal criminal
charges is imminent, a defense official said.

Browne has said the suspect is originally
from the Midwest but now lives near Joint
Base Lewis-McChord in Washington state.

The sergeant’s family says they saw no
signs of  aggression or anger. “They were to-
tally shocked,” by accounts of  the massacre,
Browne said. “He’s never said anything an-
tagonistic about Muslims. He’s in general
very mild-mannered.”

Bales, said to have received sniper train-
ing, is assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 3rd In-
fantry Regiment of  the 3rd Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, of  the 2nd Infantry Division,
which is based at Lewis-McChord and has
been dispatched to Iraq three times since
2003, military officials say.
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In this Aug. 23, 2011, Defense Video & Imagery Distribution System photo, soldiers from Blackhorse Company,
2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry Regiment, 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, including Staff
Sgt. Robert Bales (left) take part in exercise at the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, Calif. Five days after an
attack on Afghan villagers killed 16 civilians, a senior U.S. official identified Bales as the suspect in that attack. 

US suspect in Afghan
shootings identified


