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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Garrett Gee, 12, Hopkinsville
Garrett Gee has been play-

ing the piano since he was 8
years old.

“It was sort of easy and it
sounded good,” Garrett said.
“My favorite song to play is
‘God of this City’ by Chris Tom-
lin.”

Not one to shy away from
sports, Garrett also enjoys
playing baseball, which he has
been playing since he was 6

years old.
His favorite
positions are
pitcher and
first base.

“It’s fun
because we
only lost one
game,” said
Garrett who plays for the mid-
dle school team at University
Heights Academy. 

But Garrett doesn’t think
music or sports will be where
he finds his calling.

“I want to be a doctor,” he
said. “My mom is a nurse and I
think it would be fun. Plus I like
science.”

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

Fresh Market Update
See a list of local produce
available downtown.
Food B4

www.facebook.com/
kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/kentuckynewera
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BIGGER JACKPOTS
BETTER ODDS
MORE MILLIONAIRES
           Now $2
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Army opens jobs in combat battalions to women
BY KRISTIN M. HALL

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Female soldiers this week are
moving into new jobs in once all-
male units as the Army breaks
down formal barriers in recogni-
tion of  what has already hap-
pened in wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

The policy change announced
earlier this year is being tested at
nine brigades, including one at

Fort Campbell, before going
Army-wide. It opens thousands
of  jobs to female soldiers by loos-

ening restrictions meant to keep
them away from the battlefield.
Experience on the ground in the

past decade showed women were
fighting and dying alongside
male soldiers anyway.

Col. Val Keaveny Jr., com-
mander of  the 4th Brigade Com-
bat Team that is among units
piloting the change, told The As-
sociated Press that for the last
decade it has been common to
have women temporarily at-
tached to the combat units and
serve alongside them.

“Women have served in our
Army since the Revolutionary

SEE ARMY, PAGE A4

“In my experience I have seen that the Band of Brothers quickly
integrate their sisters and they are a family.”

Col. Val Keaveny Jr.
4th Brigade Combat Team commander n

Post takes
action 
to prevent
suicide
Army to embed mental health
experts in brigades, Gen. says

BY CARLA JIMENEZ
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Maj. Gen. James C. McConville, the commander
of  the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) an-
nounced Monday that Fort Campbell will embed a
staff  of  mental health professionals on post to give
soldiers greater access to mental health services.

McConville said the move is part of  a preventa-
tive health initiative for the 101st. The staff  will
consist of  13 counselors, nurses, psychiatrists and
physicians. They will be embedded in offices
within the 4th Brigade Combat Team. The plan for
the 101st Airborne Division is to eventually embed
similar staffs in the other brigades.

Fort Carson, Colo., was the first Army post to
utilize this model, and Col. Paul Cordts, com-
mander for Blanchfield Army Community Hospi-
tal, said the embedded staff  model on post
emulates how soldiers access mental health serv-
ices while deployed. Behavioral health profes-
sionals are stationed overseas at forward
operating bases, where they live and work with
soldiers every day.

“That’s proven to be a very effective model in
combat, where the behavioral health profession-
als are immediately accessible to soldiers, imme-
diately accessible to the chain of  command,”
Cordts said. “And so the idea is that we’ll repro-
duce that model back here in garrison.”

The first staff  will be embedded with the 4th
brigade, Cordts said, because it has been aggres-
sively building resilience in its soldiers and family
members by adopting a comprehensive soldier fit-
ness model. 

“We think this embedded behavioral health
model will complement their efforts to build re-
siliency nicely,” he said.

One of  the goals of  the embedded behavioral
health model is to prevent suicides. The easy ac-
cess is designed to encourage soldiers to seek help
before it’s too late.

SEE SUICIDE, PAGE A4

SPAN

New portion in place 
for Eggners Ferry Bridge

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER 

A replacement span for Eggners Ferry Bridge was lifted
into place Tuesday after being transported 30 miles Mon-
day through Lake Barkley and Kentucky Lake. 

The 322-foot span was assembled at the Eddyville River-
port and began its journey to the bridge site around 12:30
p.m. Monday. It was transported using a three-barge
flotilla, which also carried two cranes needed to move the
span once it arrived. 

Large crowds of  people gathered along the shoreline

TOM KANE | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

A three-barge flotilla (above) transports a replacement span and to cranes to lift it to the Eggners Ferry Bridge on Monday. The 30-mile trip took about six hours.
Cranes (below) lift a new span for the Eggners Ferry Bridge into place on Tuesday. State officials say the repairs are expected to be complete by Memorial Day.

SEE BRIDGE, PAGE A5

TOM KANE | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

An aerial photo shows the replacement span for Eggners Ferry Bridge in
place Tuesday evening. State officials expect crews to begin pouring the
new concrete deck in the next 12 days.

National champions
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Trigg archers back on top
in NASP tournament
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Carnegie restoration
project receives
$500K grant

tastictastic


