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Homer White,
57, Winches-
ter

Geneva Sulli-
van Brock, 91,
Winchester

Walker Cole,
83, Winches-
ter

Thelma Mae
Cox Howard,
75, London,
Ky.
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See the latest
dockets from
Clark courts.
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SPORTS Zollo thinks UK has strong chance  — B1

Murder suspects Percy Hargrove III
and Sheena Tipton made their first ap-
pearance in Clark Circuit Court Thurs-
day and pleaded not
guilty to charges
from a December
homicide on Whit-
ney Court.
Hargrove, 26 of

Georgetown, is fac-
ing murder, first-de-
gree burglary and
tampering with
physical evidence
charges from the
Dec. 14, 2011 death
of Andrew David In-
gram, Tipton’s boyfriend. Tipton, 26 of
Clay City, is charged with complicity to
commit murder and complicity to com-
mit first-degree robbery for allegedly
drawing Hargrove a detailed floor plan of
Ingram’s home on Whitney Court.
During their ar-

raignment, neither
said a word. Clark
Circuit Judge Jean
Chenault Logue
scheduled a pre-
trial conference for
May 17. 
Witnesses told

police that Har-
grove forced his way
into Ingram’s home
brandishing a gun
in the early morn-
ing hours of Dec. 14. Ingram’s roommate
Lawrence Wells told police he hid in a
bedroom, and heard two gunshots. When
he came out, both Ingram and Hargrove
were gone.
Police found Hargrove on Maryland

Avenue several hours later, unarmed and
without his pants. He told police he
came to Winchester to see a girl, but did-
n’t know the girl’s name. He later admit-
ted to being chased by police earlier that
morning and throwing his pants in a
dumpster. The dumpster, though, had al-
ready been emptied.

See COURT, A3
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Hargrove,
Tipton plead
not guilty
to murder

By Fred Petke
The Winchester Sun
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As the Kentucky Democratic Party and
the Republican Party of Kentucky reor-
ganize themselves in preparation for the
national party conventions, the local
parties will reorganize themselves in the
coming weeks, starting at the precinct
level.
Clark County Republicans will have

their precinct convention at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday at Winchester City Hall, followed
by the county convention at 10 a.m. 
At the precinct convention, people of

the 26 different precincts will elect
precinct captains, co-captains and youth
captains, said Bob Mayfield, chairman of
the Clark County Republican Executive
Committee. Then, at the county conven-
tion, the precinct captains vote for lead-
ership to make up the Clark County
Republican Executive Committee and
chair. 
“It’s the beginning of the process for

the country,” Mayfield said. “It’s kind of
neat once you see it’s done.” 
County leadership will move on to the

6th District Convention on May 19, then
to the Republican State Convention on
June 9. From there, leadership will be
elected to move on to the Republican 

See PARTIES, A3
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It may not be secretive like the
legendary Skull and Bones society,
but for all the community leaders
it churns out, the George Rogers
Clark High School speech and de-
bate team seems to predict suc-
cess. 
Some of the alumni include Sen-

ior Judge
Julia Hylton
Adams, exec-
utive director
of the Ken-
tucky Horse
Park John
Nicholson,
Herald-
Leader sports
columnist
John Clay, the
late Clark Cir-
cuit Clerk
David Hunt, Morehead State Uni-
versity Office of the Provost Proj-
ects Director Lisa Shemwell, Clark
Family Court Judge Jeff Walson,
City Commissioner Shannon Cox,
County Commissioner Vanessa
Rogers, and former mayor Dodd
Dixon, who now serves as the team
coach.
Seven members of the current

GRC team will compete at the dis-
trict level today and Saturday at
Centre College to try and qualify for
nationals. 
Six seniors will graduate this

year, so the team is looking to re-
cruit more members. To get in-
volved, students can listen for
announcements next year and show
up to a meeting. 
When he joined the team, Dixon,

the team point leader in 1982,
knew he wanted to go into law and
politics, but he said he wouldn’t
have had the skills necessary with-
out the team.
“I don’t know if it’s a chicken or

the egg type thing. Are successful
people drawn to speech or does
speech make people successful? I
don’t know. All I know is there’s
an intersection between the two,”
he said. “... It has made a dra-
matic impact in the lives of gener-
ations of people in this
community. However I don’t know,
would they have been successful
without it? I don’t know the an-
swer to that. 
“All I know is that personally it

had an impact on me, and you
know, I just think it has a multi-
plier effect. If you can do this,
then you can do anything. You can
be a doctor, you can be a lawyer,
you can be a teacher.” 
After the team was inactive dur-

ing the 1990s, Dixon brought it
back to life a few years ago. Re-
cently, he appeared before the Win-
chester Board of Commissioners
and the Clark County Fiscal Court
with members of the current team
to try and raise awareness about it. 
“Every one of you all is success-

ful, every one of you all are elected
officials and have done great things
with your life, and the one thing
that I think everybody has in com-
mon — Democrat, Republican, lib-
eral, conservative, whatever — is
this one factor,” he said to county
commissioners. “You have the abil-
ity to communicate a message. I
think that’s what we try to teach.
Whatever your message is, we want
you to have
the confi-
dence to
stand up in
front of a
crowd, and
the ability to
present your
message.”
Now, he

said, there’s
not a lot of
knowledge
about the pro-
gram within the school.
“ ... and it’s taken a while to just

kind of build it up where we were
big enough to take a bus,” he said.
“Out of all the kids at GRC, we have
13 active members on our team.
And so there’s some teams in Ken-
tucky that have 50 members and
are able to do a lot more. And we
would like to build it up and get as
many people as possible that would
like to be involved in it, involved.”
His son, Clay Dixon, is a GRC sen-

ior and was the team point 
See TEAM, A3

Local parties
preparing
for elections

By Katie Perkowski
The Winchester Sun

WILD THINGS
Clark County Public Schools

Superintendent Elaine Farris
greets Strode Station Elemen-

tary School fifth grade students as she
arrives at the school on the back of a
Harley-Davidson driven by Strode fifth
grade teacher Jerry Sipes Thursday
afternoon, top photo. Students in the
fifth grade were celebrating their
Measured Academic Progress (MAP)
scores for the spring. The students
surpassed their spring goal of 221
with an overall score of 224 in math.
Students also surpassed their spring
goal of 214 in reading with a score of
216. Farris looks at a poster showing
the scores in Sipes’ class, bottom
photo. With the sign were, from left,
David Ffiske, Ashley McClure and
Breaana Simpson. The students are
taught by Sipes, Alice Penniman, Amy
Handshoe, Hannah Terry, Amy
Schwab and Marty Frazer.
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GEORGE ROGERS CLARK

GRC speech, debate team returns
to district after years of rebuilding

By Katie Perkowski
The Winchester Sun
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