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TAOS, N.M. — In the shadow
of the Rocky Mountains, at the
edge of the Rio Grande Gorge and
amid the seemingly endless fields
of sage, nature has been a stead-
fast witness to a remarkable lega-
cy of women and the arts in Taos.

The high desert community is
now embarking on a yearlong cel-
ebration called “Remarkable
Women of Taos” to recognize
those who helped build the town
into a mecca that has attracted
internationally known artists like
painter Georgia O’Keeffe, novel-
ist Willa Cather and others. It’s
also bringing attention to today’s
unsung women – the pueblo
mothers, descendants of Spanish
settlers and more recent trans-
plants who are working behind
the scenes to hold the community
together.

The celebration, which takes
place as New Mexico marks its
centennial, includes everything
from exhibitions and lectures to
film screenings, self-guided tours
and outdoor excursions. 

“It’s an inspiring place because
of its great beauty, because of the
pueblo. That has drawn people
here for many years,” said Susan
Longhenry, director of the Har-
wood Museum of Art, itself the
product of one woman’s vision.
“And when you look at all of these
remarkable women, I think that it
continues to be an inspiring place.”

Many of the women included
in the project were not artists
themselves, but helped create a
community where artists – both
male and female – could thrive.
Salon hostess Mabel Dodge
Luhan, for example, brought
Cather, O’Keeffe and others to
Taos, including writer D.H.
Lawrence, painter John Marin
and photographer Ansel Adams. 

“Mabel sent invitations to peo-
ple she hardly knew to invite
them to stay with her. She created
an intellectual community and
we’re seeing residuals of that

today,” said Jina Brenneman, the
Harwood’s curator.

After a stay in Dodge Luhan’s
sprawling adobe, most visitors
left with their social ideals, their
art and their souls revitalized, said
Liz Cunningham, who has pro-
filed more than six dozen women
as part of the “Remarkable
Women” project.

The project also recognizes
Helen Martin, who ran the his-
toric Taos Inn. It was Taos’ only
hotel when Martin opened it, and
its pink neon sign continues to
draw travelers today.

Married to the county’s first
and only physician, Martin fund-
ed the inn by collecting on her
husband’s debts after his death in
the 1930s. Those who didn’t have
cash paid with labor. The inn was
a social hub for decades and is
now listed on both national and
state historic registries.

“She was a super entrepre-
neur,” Jamie Tedesco, the inn’s
marketing director, said of Mar-

tin.
Just blocks away is the Har-

wood Museum, once the home of
artist Lucy Harwood and her hus-
band. Taos’ first library was
housed here, along with space for
small exhibitions. After the death
of her husband, Harwood became
an even greater powerhouse in the
arts and literary community with
the establishment of the museum.

Other women whose stories are
being highlighted as part of
“Remarkable Women” include
Helene Wurlitzer, who nurtured
young artists while staying out of
the limelight herself, and Rhoda
Blake, who built Taos Ski Valley
with her husband. 

For Standard Oil heiress Milli-
cent Rogers, the tranquility and
natural beauty of Taos along with
its American Indian culture
inspired her abstract jewelry
designs. Rogers, who was often
photographed in a classic velvet
blouse and broomstick skirt,
helped bring the richness of the

native culture to mainstream fash-
ion devotees. 

In a letter to her son before her
death in 1953, Rogers wrote poet-
ically of her connection to nature:
“Suddenly passing Taos Moun-
tain I felt that I was part of the
earth, so that I felt the sun on my
surface and the rain. I felt the stars
and the growth of the moon;
under me, rivers ran.”

Museums and galleries are fea-
turing the work of artists such as
Agnes Martin, famous for her
contemporary grid paintings, and
other early artists of Taos who
were often the wives, sisters and
daughters of their more famous
male counterparts. 

Producer Peter Walker helped
put together a 30-minute film on
Taos’ modern-day remarkable
women, and schoolchildren are
contributing to a community
notebook of artwork, essays and
poems about their female heroes.

One question the project asks is
whether Taos attracts indepen-
dent, creative women, or whether
the natural beauty and mix of
Western, Spanish and Pueblo her-
itage helps unlock their creativity.

“I don’t think reticent women
choose Taos,” said Cathy Connel-
ly, a town spokeswoman who
helped foster the “Remarkable
Women” project. “I think you
have to have a core that says ‘I
know what I’m about.’ You have
to be resourceful to live here. I
think it challenges all of us. I
think the word is it ‘inspires’ us.”
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 Great Gatsby Gala  and Murder Mystery
 Enjoy an evening of Jazz, Dinner, Blackmail and Mayhem!

 April 19, 2012          6:00-???
 $50 per person/$85 per couple
 Upgrade $20 for chauffered ride in a Model A or Model T!

 Call  270-745-7317  for Reservations through  April 10. Space is Limited!
 L&N Depot, 401 Kentucky St., Bowling Green, KY   www.historicrailpark.com

 Proceeds support Historic RailPark & Train Museum restoration efforts

 on receiving one of the state’s first
 GREEN RIBBON SCHOOLS 

 AWARDS
 for energy conservation milestones!

 Congratulates
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Engagements
Taylor-Meffert

Bill and Sherry Taylor of Bowling Green
announce the engagement of their daughter,
Emily Ray-Anne Taylor, to Andrew Joseph Mef-
fert, son of Dennis and Dianne Meffert of Bowl-
ing Green.

Miss Taylor is a 2007 graduate of Warren
Central High School and a 2011 graduate of
Western Kentucky University. She is employed
by Fruit of the Loom as a staff accountant.

Andrew is a 2007 graduate of Warren Central
High School and a 2011 graduate of Western Kentucky University.
He is a member of Sports Turf Managers of America and is
employed by WKU as an athletic turf specialist.

The wedding will be at 1 p.m. April 21, 2012, at Holy Spirit
Catholic Church with a reception afterward at the church’s spirit
hall.

All friends and relatives are invited.

EMILY TAYLOR AND
ANDREW MEFFERT

Hamilton-Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamilton of Bowling Green announce the

engagement of their daughter, Kendra Brooke
Hamilton, to Christopher Layne Johnson, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Johnson of Rochester.

Miss Hamilton is a graduate of Western Ken-
tucky University. She is a member of Kappa
Delta sorority and is employed by Warren Coun-
ty Public Schools.

Mr. Johnson is a graduate of Western Ken-
tucky University and is employed by Fruit of the
Loom.

The wedding will be May 2012 at Holy Spirit
Catholic Church. 

Invitations will be sent.
KENDRA HAMILTON
AND CHRISTOPHER
JOHNSON

Loague-Desonier
Lisa Loague and Kenneth Loague of Bowling Green announce the

engagement of their daughter, Alexandra Nichole Loague, to Jon
Michael Desonier, son of Olin and Carol Desonier
of Bowling Green.

Miss Loague is a graduate of Greenwood High
School and the University of Louisville. She is
employed by Learning RX.

Mr. Desonier is a graduate of Greenwood High
School and attended the University of Louisville.
He is employed by Lowe’s and is a member of the
U.S. Army.

An April wedding is planned at Eastwood Bap-
tist Church, with a reception afterward at the L&N
Depot.

Invitations have been sent.
ALEXANDRA LOAGUE
AND JON DESONIER

Daly-Snyder
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence W. Snyder Jr. of Bowling Green, together

with Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gerard Daly of Austin, Texas, are happy to
announce the engagement of their children, Jeremy Wayne Snyder
and Mary Meghan Daly. 

Jeremy Snyder is the grandson of Lawrence W.
Snyder and Joan Snyder of Sevierville, Tenn., and
Harold Swango and Betty Swango of Bowling
Green.

The wedding will take place in June at the Lady
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, Texas. 

Jeremy and Mary Meghan are both graduates of
Davidson College in Davidson, N.C. Jeremy was
a Spanish major at Davidson College and will be
entering his third year of medical school at the
University of Louisville. Mary Meghan was a
Spanish major at Davidson College and will be
attending law school at the University of Kentucky in the fall. 

A reception for the newlyweds will be held for their family and
friends in Bowling Green in October. 

Invitations will be sent.

MARY DALY AND 
JEREMY SNYDER

Wallace-Cash
Mr. Lynn Wallace and Ms. Sara Wallace, both of Brentwood,

Tenn., announce the engagement of their daugh-
ter, Sherri Anne, to Robert Scott Cash of
Nashville, the son of Mr. Bobby Cash of Bowl-
ing Green and the late Vickie Cash. 

Sherri is a graduate of Brentwood High
School and the University of Mississippi. She is
a manager of the Diabetic Procurement Division
at Simplex Healthcare.

Robert is a graduate of Bowling Green High
School and Western Kentucky University. He is
a territory business manager, neuroscience spe-
cialty sales for Bristol-Myers Squibb.

The wedding will be June 22, 2012, at Wight-
man Chapel at the Scarritt-Bennett Center in Nashville.

SHERRI WALLACE 
AND ROBERT CASH

Blooming for D.C. cherry blossoms moved up
WASHINGTON (AP) — A continuing streak of warm weather

means the famed cherry blossoms in the nation’s capital will reach
their peak bloom earlier than expected.

National Cherry Blossom Festival spokeswoman Danielle Pia-
cente said last week that the chief horticulturist for the National
Park Service is now projecting a peak bloom between Tuesday and
Friday. Earlier predictions were for between March 24 and March
31.

The blooming period is expected to begin today.
The festival is still scheduled from Tuesday through April 27.

This year’s festival marks the 100th anniversary of the gift of trees
from Japan.

N.M. town to celebrate women

Susan Montoya Bryan/AP
Visitors walk toward Bent Street, named after Taos businessman Charles Bent, who was appointed as
the civil governor of New Mexico in the late 1840s. Bent’s wife, Maria Ignacia Jaramillo, is among the
women being recognized by Taos, N.M., as part of its yearlong “Remarkable Women” celebration. 


