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Driver was 
inside truck 
during theft
2 men charged in incident

Will KRS pay what attorney requests?
Trustee’s legal counsel asking for $17,350 more than $25,000 originally allotted

Legal hemp sends bad message, agency says
Another problem is that it is ‘virtually indistinguishable’ from outdoor marijuana plants without testing
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WEEKLY POLL: Pension COLA freeze
Is a two-year suspension of cost-of-living adjustments for public 
pensioners justified?   Yes, 27%  No, 72% Total votes: 145
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nTruck runs off road after driver blacks out.
nFranklin County High dancers honor their coach.

>>NATION, A3
nFewer seek U.S. employment aid.
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Victoria Cain is photographed with her daughter, Kayleigh, who was 4 at the time.

‘Fly mom’ featured in new book
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THAN IN-STATE BATTLE

by kevin wHeaTLey
kwheatley@state-journal.com

Legalizing industrial 
hemp would create enforce-
ment and perception prob-
lems for Kentucky, the head 
of a federal drug enforce-
ment agency says.

Ed Shemelya, a former 
Kentucky State Police com-
mander and head of the Of-
fice of National Drug Con-

trol Policy’s Appalachia High 
Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Area, testified Wednesday 
against legislative proposals 
that would make marijua-
na’s botanical cousin avail-
able for harvest. 

Shemelya told the House 
Agriculture and Small Busi-
ness Committee that Ken-
tucky is one of the top states 
that produce marijuana, and 

hemp is “virtually indistin-
guishable” from outdoor 
marijuana plants, which can 
grow up to 18 feet.

Supporters of House bills 
272 and 286, which would 
make hemp a legal crop un-
der regulations, have said 
marijuana plants can be eas-
ily distinguished from hemp 
crops. 

However, Shemelya con-

tends that without analyz-
ing the chemical makeup of 
the plant, identifying hemp 
from marijuana is practical-
ly impossible.

 “It’s only hemp when you 
determine the THC (tetrahy-
drocannabinol, the psycho-
active compound in mari-
juana) concentration of the 
plant,” Shemelya told legis-
lators. 

“… The only way to do 
that is to actually do a labo-
ratory analysis on that plant 
and determine if that THC 
content is a percent or less.”

Shemelya’s primary con-
cern, however, is the mes-
sage that legalizing hemp 
would send. He compared 
the possible legalization of 
hemp to the 16 states that 
have allowed medicinal 

marijuana, portraying both 
as a perceived lax concern 
for marijuana.

He said in all 16 states 
that allow medicinal mari-
juana, usage of the drug has 
increased because “there’s 
no perception of risk.”

“It sends a horrible mes-
sage to the youth of the com-
monwealth, and that’s our 

by kayLeigH ZySkowSki
kzyskowski@state-journal.com

T
he thunder of Na-
tional Guard heli-
copters is an every-
day part of Frankfort 

life – so much that it caught 
Victoria Cain’s fancy at her 
childhood home on Holly 
Hill Drive in the 1980s.

That led Cain to an avia-
tion career with the U.S. 
Army, where she wound up 

piloting the very thing that 
captivated her youth.

Now a mother of 6-year-
old Kayleigh, Cain’s aviation 
adventures will be highlight-
ed in “Military Fly Moms” – a 
book outlining the careers 
of 71 female pilots who split 
their duties between the 
military and motherhood.

Though Cain left the mili-
tary in 2010, the book, writ-
ten by retired naval aviator 
Linda Maloney, will be a re-

minder of her former life in 
the sky.

Cain, formerly Victoria 
Uptegraft, attended West-
ern Hills High School before 
she moved to Cynthiana at 
age 16 to live with her father, 
a Korean War veteran, while 
her mother trained with the 
National Guard.

She never thought about 
the military until 1997 when 
she graduated from Eastern 
Kentucky University as a bi-

ology major. She enlisted in 
the student loan repayment 
program – a four-year com-
mitment.

Though as a child she 
fell in love with the chop-
pers constantly landing at 
the Boone Center, she wasn’t 
sucked into aviation until 
she was stationed in Bosnia 
as an Army medic.

“It looked so much more 

by kayLeigH ZySkowSki
kzyskowksi@state-journal.com

Two men suspected of 
a March 5 tractor-trailer 
break-in have been indict-
ed by the Franklin County 
grand jury.

John Centers, 44, of 1331 
Union Ridge Road, and 
Gregory Mullins, 25, of 
Georgetown, face several 
counts stemming from the 
early morning theft, says 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Larry Cleveland.

A truck driver was parked 
at the Greenheck Fan Cor-
poration around 1 a.m. – 
apparently sleeping for the 
night – when he heard nois-
es outside his trailer.

“He finds these two guys 
have cut open the passen-
ger rear side of his trailer – 
it seems it was some sort of 
vinyl material,” Cleveland 
says.

They stole more than 
$1,000 of various metals the 
driver was hauling, accord-
ing to the indictment. 

“They were throwing it 
into the back of their pick-
up truck and were going to 
take it to a metal recycler,” 
Cleveland said.

They are charged with 
criminal mischief, theft by 
unlawful taking and pos-
session of burglary tools. 
Mullins is also charged as 
a persistent felony offend-
er, according to the indict-
ment.

Brittney Herrell, 25, was 
also indicted Wednesday for 
possession of a controlled 
substance stemming from 
a January arrest. 

Police arrested her for 
trafficking in a controlled 
substance, but also found 
her with several Oxymor-

by kevin wHeaTLey
kwheatley@state-journal.com

The Kentucky Retirement 
Systems will decide next 
month whether to pay an 
additional $17,350 for Trust-
ee Christopher Tobe’s legal 
counsel in the Securities and 
Exchange Commission’s in-
quiry into KRS’s use of place-
ment agents in investments.

KRS allotted up to $25,000 
for Tobe’s attorney, Edward 
Siedle of West Palm Beach, 
Fla., and deferred action on 
lifting the ceiling at its Feb. 
16 board meeting. 

According to a KRS press 
release in response to a re-
port compiled by Siedle on 
the pension system’s use of 
placement agents, he’s billed 

the state $42,350. 
Trustees will decide at 

the April 5 board meeting 
whether to further fund To-
be’s representation, interim 
Executive Director William 
Thielen said.

“This is a matter basically 
that involves pending litiga-
tion that the board will dis-
cuss in closed session, and I 

don’t know what the board 
will decide, so we’ll have 
to wait until that is public 
knowledge,” Thielen told 
The State Journal.

KRS has also paid Rein-
hart Boerner Van Deuren, of 
Milwaukee, Wisc., $121,890 
to represent 15 current and 
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She’s one of many female pilots who split time between military, kids
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A Fra n k for t 
man has been 
charged with traf-
ficking in pre-
scription pills fol-
lowing a joint in-
vestigation by city 
and state police.

Antonio Ed-
wards, 36, faces 
three counts of first-degree 
trafficking in a controlled 
substance after officers 
with KSP and Frankfort Po-
lice executed a search war-
rant at an apartment on the 

200 block of Cen-
tennial Avenue and 
found prescription 
pills and cash late 
Tuesday, according 
to a press release 
from Frankfort po-
lice.

Police say Ed-
wards trafficked 
drugs at the loca-
tion.

Edwards was al-
so arrested on a contempt of 
court warrant and booked 
in Franklin County Region-
al Jail, where he’s held with-
out bond.

Antonio edwards

City, state police join 
for trafficking arrest
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