
The Whit ley County 
Board of Education began 
Thursday’s monthly meet-
ing noting that it fell on the 
one year anniversary of high 
school teacher Dewayne 
Bunch’s traumatic brain 
injury.

“Tonight  does  mark 
the one year anniversary 
of Dewayne Bunch and 
his accident and injury at 
Whi t ley  County  High 
School,” Superintendent 
Scott Paul said at the start 
of Thursday’s meeting.

“We asked our s taff 
throughout the district to 
wear red in honor of him 
today. Our board has also 
decided to participate in 
that. Tonight we continue 
to remember Mr. Bunch and 
his family in prayers.”

Bunch still can’t walk 
or talk, but his recovery is 
continuing. He was injured 
while trying to break up a 
fight between two students 
in the lunchroom before 
school started.

Also during Thursday’s 
meeting, the board heard 

a presentation from Jill 
Roaden, district chief infor-
mation officer for technol-
ogy, about some new tech-
nology that may be headed 
the district’s way.

Roaden demonstrated the 
Mondo system to the board, 
which she described as “an 
I-pad on steroids.”

The touch screen, which is 
bigger than many flat screen 
televisions, has a computer 
behind it, and is a self-con-
tained video conferencing 
system that would allow for 
video conferencing with up 
to 12 people at one time.

Unlike some other sys-
tems though, the system 
would enable users with 
Mondo systems on each end 
to not only view documents 
at the same time, but to also 
allow each user to mark on 
those documents. It would 
also enable one speaker at 
the central office to con-
duct a presentation on every 
computer in the district.

The school system applied 
for a grant last month, 
which would cover about 90 
percent of the costs for one 
Mondo unit. The total cost 
for the unit and software is 

$8,000 - $10,000.
Board Chairman Delmar

Mahan noted this could
potentially allow Paul to 
have a staff meeting with 
every principal in the district 
without the principals hav-
ing to leave their schools.

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s 
Thursday, the board:

• Recognized the Whitley
Central Intermediate School
Academic Team, which won
both the regular season and 
the tournament. The team
placed third in the regional
Governor’s Cup competi-
tion.

• Recognized bus driver 
Garrett Bray with an Above
and Beyond Award for his 
work in helping gather up 
and deliver school supplies 
to victim’s of last month’s
deadly tornados.

• Approved leaves of 
absence for Casey Barnett, 
Sheila Cox, and Sherry
Hensley.

• Changed the date of the
May board meeting from
May 10, to Tuesday May 
15 in order to allow Paul
and Deputy Superintendent
Paula Trickett to attend a 
conference.

I f  y o u  s h ow  u p  a t  t h e 
Williamsburg Wal-Mart Saturday 
afternoon, then you may get “locked 
out,” but don’t worry, it will only be 
for a few seconds and for a good 
cause.

Starting at 10 a.m. Saturday, the 
“Lock Out Child Abuse” event will 
be held at the Williamsburg Wal-
Mart store in recognition of April as 
child abuse awareness month.

At 2 p.m., volunteers will string a 
12,000-link paper chain around the 
3,000 square foot store.

Then local dignitaries, includ-
ing: Mayor Roddy Harrison, 82nd 
District Rep. Regina Bunch and 
Williamsburg Wal-Mart Manager 

Stephen Centers among others will 
link the chains together with a card-
board lock for a few seconds to 
symbolize the locking out of child 
abuse in our community.

After the “lock out” ceremony, a 
balloon release ceremony will take 
place in which blue balloons will 
be released representing child abuse 
reports in our eight-county region.

D r e a m a  S t o r e r,  A s s i s t a n t 
Director of the TriCo Mentoring 
program, which is a subsidiary of 
Cumberland River Comprehensive 
Care Center, said that last year just 
in Whitley County alone there were 
175 substantiated cases of child 
abuse. There were 185 substantiated 
cases in 2010.

“It is very bad. We have far too 
many even if we have only one,” 

Storer noted.
Beverly Ellis with Oak Grove 

Elementary School came up with 
the theme for this year’s event dur-
ing a brain storming session.

The entrance and front of the 
store are already decorated with 
posters students made and poems 
they wrote in honor of the event, 
which is a partnership between 
TriCo Mentoring, Prevent Child 
Abuse Kentucky, the Williamsburg 
Wal-Mart Store #1048 and WKDP 
Radio.

Wal-Mart associates will be judg-
ing posters and poems from par-
ticipating schools and agencies 
throughout the eight-county region. 
First, second, and third place rib-
bons will be awarded by age cat-
egories.

These posters, poems, etc. will be 
displayed in the Williamsburg Wal-
Mart Store for viewing the entire 
month of April.

Centers said that the store and its 
associates are happy to be partici-
pating in the event.

“Our store theme this year is 
Little Country Store with a Big 
Heart because we definitely want 
to make a difference in our commu-
nity. We are focusing on children, 
child abuse awareness and safety 
these next few months,” Centers 
noted.

The goal of Saturday’s event is 
to better educate the public and 
increase child abuse awareness in 
our local schools and communities, 
Storer noted.

“We would like to invite every-

one with a passion for children and
community wellness to partici-
pate in this year’s ‘Lock Out Child
Abuse’ campaign and events being 
held throughout the month of April,
which is National Child Abuse
Prevention Month,” she added.

KSP Trooper Don Trosper will 
be offering car seat safety checks, 
providing installation instructions
and will be giving a car seat away 
during the event.

Throughout the day there will 
be food, prizes, and entertainment
for your enjoyment.  The Whitley
County High School Dance Team
directed by Wayne Hensley will
be performing and also the Middle 
School Band directed by Aaron
Zucchini will be providing enter-
tainment throughout the day.
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Photo by MARK WHITE
Rounded up: Williamsburg Police Officer Jason Strunk escorts Jackie Haynes and Derrick Hall 
after placing them under arrest during an early morning drug round-up last Wednesday. Whitley educators go ‘red’ 

to honor Dewayne Bunch
■ By Mark White

mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com

Most drug round-up suspects 
already free on surety bonds

W’burg police arrest two on meth related charges

Some alleged Whitley County drug deal-
ers got an early morning wake-up call last 
Wednesday as police from the Whitley 
County Sheriff’s Department, Williamsburg 
Police Department and Kentucky State Police 
came knocking on their doors before dawn 
with arrest warrants.

About 20 officers gathered at  the 
Williamsburg Tourism and Convention Center 
about 5 a.m., and broke up into two or three-
person teams that hit the streets shortly after 
5:30 a.m. looking for 22 alleged drug dealers.

By 8 a.m. last Wednesday, police had 
located half their suspects, and by press time 
Tuesday, 17 people had been arrested so far.

Sheriff Colan Harrell said that the round-
up was conducted in the early morning hours 
because officers have a better chance of find-
ing alleged criminals home at that hour.

“They are usually in bed this time of day,” 
he noted.

Williamsburg Police Chief Wayne Bird said 
that smaller round-ups where authorities are 
searching for 20 or 30 suspects are much 
more practical than larger round-ups where 
authorities are looking for 50 to 60 suspects.

“One time we did a 70-man drug round-up. 
You don’t realize the work that is involved in 
the drug round-ups. It is not something that 
happens overnight,” Bird said.

Another problem with larger raids is that 
after police pick up the first few suspects dur-
ing a round-up, word spreads quickly in the 
drug community.

“The minute you start arresting five or six 

people, word starts spreading pretty quickly,” 
Bird noted. “All of these guys, some how they 
are connected to each other, and they all know 
each other. Phone lines start lighting up.”

Long process
“Drug enforcement is a tedious job,” Harrell 

said. “It is hard to compile a case on a drug 
dealer now. It is to the point that you don’t 
have to have a hand to hand buy, but you are 
much better off in court with one.”

Last Wednesday’s drug round-up is the cul-
mination of six to eight months of drug inves-
tigations and undercover drug buys, which 
were conducted by the sheriff’s department 
and Williamsburg police.

Police purchased at least 126.5 pills, one 
Suboxone strip and marijuana during their 
investigations, according to an analysis of 
court documents.

In addition, police seized 39 other pills, 
which weren’t in proper containers last week.

Most of the cases involved investigations 
where drugs were purchased from alleged 
dealers by either undercover officers or confi-
dential informants.

“You have to have the aid of the neighbor-
hood pinpointing, who they are,” Harrell said. 
“Then you target these individuals. It is time 
consuming and takes a lot of manpower.

“Some people think that just because they 
think their neighbor is dealing drugs, we can 
rush in and raid them right then. It’s the tip 
that we initially need, but it is just the start.”

Bird estimates that between money spent 
for drug buys, over time pay for officers
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A complaint about pos-
sible drug activity late 
Monday evening resulted in 
Williamsburg police charging 
two Laurel County residents 
with methamphetamine man-
ufacturing.

Wi l l i a m s bu rg  P o l i c e 

Officer  Brandon White 
charged Johnny Craig Sasser, 
48, of Lily, and Clinton O. 
Jackson, 38, of London, with 
manufacture of methamphet-
amine first offense.

White also charged Jackson 
with first and second-degree 
possession of a controlled 
substance, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

“After receiving com-
plaints about drug activity in 
the parking lot of the Shell 
station at Exit 15 Officers 
Brandon White and Jason 
Strunk observed a gray Chevy 
Cobalt circling the parking 
lot,” Williamsburg Police 
Chief Wayne Bird wrote in a 
press release.

“The officers conducted a 

traffic stop that led to the dis-
covery of methamphetamine, 
pills and components used 
to manufacture methamphet-
amine.”

White noted in arrest cita-
tions that he observed the 
vehicle stopping and starting, 
and then pull by a pay phone 
with Sasser getting out of the 
car being very unsteady on 

his feet.
During the investigation, 

White and Strunk recovered 
a pipe on Jackson that he told 
police was used to smoke 
meth, White wrote.

Police also recovered three 
pink Watson Hydrocodone 
pills, a small baggy of mari-
juana seeds and meth along 
with a torch, lithium batteries 

and 30 Claritin D pills, which
are two of the items used in 
the manufacture of metham-
phetamine, according to an 
arrest citation.

Police arrested the duo 
without incident about 10:36 
p.m., and lodged them in the 
Whitley County Detention
Center.
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Whitley Central academic team honored
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Honored students: The Whitley County Board of Education honored the Whitley Central
Intermediate School Academic Team during its monthly meeting Thursday evening.


