
The man of the hour, Travis 
Freeman, was at the doghouse 
as the final football scenes in 
the movie based on his time 
as a member of the Corbin 
Redhounds Football Team 
were shot at Campbell Field 
Saturday.

“It is just great to be here 
and be a part of this,” Freeman 
said as the film crew set up 
to film a scene in which the 
crowd reacts to Corbin, with 
Freeman at center, scoring the 
winning touchdown against 

See BLAST, page A-7
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Freeman takes center stage 
during ‘23 Blast’ filming Sat.

Photos by MARK WHITE 
Staying on message: From left to right, Graham Trimble, former Whitley County Attorney Bob Hammons and current County 
Attorney Don Moses, all participated in an issues forum Monday night at Williamsburg City Hall. All three are Republican can-
didates for County Attorney.
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Tourism makes funding decisions
Corbin’s Tourism Commission takes cautious 
stance on project, event funding.

Hodge pill defendant sentenced
Final defendant in former Sheriff’s pill conspira-
cy ring sentenced to 33 months. Corbin’s Vorbeck throws 

2-hitter against Whitley

Chili Bowl cookoff brings 
the heat— A-2
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Photos by DEAN MANNING
Redhounds take the field: Bram Hoover, Max Adler and Mark Hapka take time out in between scenes that 
were shot Saturday night at Campbell Field. Below, Travis Freeman and his family were on the field taking in 
the action. Freeman said he spent considerable time talking with Hapka about how he got through his daily 
life so he was better able portray him.
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Section C

County Attorney candidates stake out positions at Monday forum in Williamsburg

Offering their own solutions
How does Whitley County end its backlog of 4,800 cases 

on the district court docket? When, if ever, is it permissible to 
require someone to make a donation to a police department 
in exchange for charges being lowered or dismissed? Should 
felony drug cases ever be plea bargained down to misdemean-
ors and settled in district court?

Each of the three candidates for Whitley County attorney 
gave answers to these questions and others during a Whitley 
County UNITE forum, which was held Monday evening at 
the Williamsburg City 
Hall.

Over  50 people 
either sat in the city 
council meeting room 
or stood outside in the 
hallway so they could 
hear what interim 
County Attorney Don 
Moses, former County Attorney Bob Hammons and Graham 
Trimble had to say.

Whitley County Judge-Executive Pat White Jr. appoint-
ed Moses as interim county attorney last year after Paul 
Winchester was appointed as circuit judge. A special elec-
tion to fill out the remainder of Winchester’s term in office is 
scheduled for next month.

Case backlog
What can be done to eliminate Whitley County’s backlog 

■ By Mark White
mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com

Would-be liquor store 
owners step forward

Two possible locations for stores revealed

The first two individuals have 
taken the first step in obtaining a 
package liquor license, filing notic-
es of intent to sell alcohol and/or 
beer under Corbin’s new package 
alcohol ordinance.

G u y  R .  J o n e s  a n d  J o h n 
Chris topher  Davenport  have 
announced their intention to open 
Liquor Station near Trademart 
Shopping Center on U.S. 25E.

Dennise and Marlene Crawford 
have announced their intention to 
seek a license to sell package beer 
at Mohican Discount Tobacco on 
Cumberland Falls Hwy.

Under the terms of the ordinance,
which went into effect last Friday,
retailers selling package beer and 
hard liquor must be separate busi-
nesses. Businesses selling packaged
beer must be part of a larger busi-
ness that generates at least $5,000 

See LIQUOR, page A-10

Former Chamber Director 
had a passion for Corbin

A well-known and respected 
community servant, and one of the 
founders of the venerable NIBROC 
Festival in Corbin, died last week at 
the age of 85.

Lorene Hodge passed away April 
11 weeks after suffering a debilitat-
ing fall, friends say, but her legacy 
in the town won’t likely be forgot-

ten anytime soon.
Hodge served as Director of the 

Corbin Chamber of Commerce for 
roughly 45 years before retiring
from the position in 1995. During 
her stint with the Chamber, she 
helped organize the Lake Laurel 
Horse Show, was instrumental in
the planning and construction of the
Corbin Civic Center and was one of

See HODGE, page A-10

Getting the job 
done: At lef t , 
former Chamber 
o f  Commerce
Director Lorene 
Hodge  wo r ks 
with ex Chamber
President Paul
Jones in 1958 
planning events
fo r  t he  yea r. 
H o d g e ,  w h o
served in the role
for 45 years, died
last week.

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com

■ By Dean Manning
dmannning@corbinnewsjournal.com

Having a Blast!…

of 4,800 cases in Whitley District Court or to keep DUI cases 
from stretching out beyond 90 days?

By far, Hammons has the solution with the coolest sound-
ing name, which he calls the “rocket docket” in order to keep 
additional cases from piling up.

If someone has a complaint with their neighbor, and all 
they want is for the neighbor to leave them alone, then this 
is the type of case that would be put on the “rocket docket” 
Hammons explained.

He said this would prevent victims and defendants from 
having to go to court three or four times for a case.

When people come to the county attorneys office to file a
complaint, Hammons said they need to speak with the county
attorney so he can determine how the person wants to handle
the matter. For instance a peace bond might settle a dispute
between neighbors, or in a theft case the victim may only 
want restitution.

“That will take care of a lot of docket cases, and will allow
us to focus on more serious crime,” he noted.

It wouldn’t be possible with more serious or complicated 

See FORUM, page A-9

■ By Dean Manning
dmannning@corbinnewsjournal.com
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EXTRA CONTENT: See video of 
the entire forum only on our web-
site, www.thenewsjournal.net.

Hodge, 85, left lasting legacy on town


