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CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. — He’s
hoping to help his team win a state
championship and has already
signed to play college basketball at
the University of Kentucky, but 6-9
Alex Poythress insists being chosen
to play in the Jordan Brand Classic
and McDonald’s All-American
Game were still “big deals” to him.

“at is a big dream come true,”
said the Clarksville (Tenn.) North-
east star. “You dream you can play
in those games when you are a lit-
tle kid growing up and seeing big-
time players and NBA players, so
making those games was a big goal
for me.”

He’s spent all the time he can
following Kentucky’s season after
signing with coach John Calipari’s
team in November.

“I watch as many games as I can
on TV. I like watching them,”
Poythress said last week. “ey are
playing good defense. ey are the
best team in the nation right now
and just playing good team ball. It
does make me feel good about
going there and the big picture
about my future. I love how they
develop players and make players
get better. I enjoy seeing that. 

“I really am not thinking about
what next year will be like there. I
am trying to focus on my high
school year.”

He says he texts with the UK
coaching staff at least once a week
if not more.

“ey tell me congratulations on
my games, looking forward to
coaching you next year, keep up
the good work. Stuff like that,”
Poythress , who had 18 points Sat-
urday in a season-ending loss in
the regional tourney, said.

He’s had memorable games to
be congratulated about this year,
too He had 48 points and 22 re-
bounds in a regular-season win
over Dickson County. He earlier
had games of 47 and 46 points, one
reason he’s averaging about 31
points per game this season after
scoring 22.3 per game as a junior.
He’s scored over 2,000 career
points event though he barely
played as a freshman.

“He’s just got better and better
every year as he has physically de-
veloped,” Northeast coach Al
Cooper said. “He’s the man on our
team. Our kids know it, every-
body we play knows it.
But he just does his

job and keeps producing.”
Poythress laughed and said “I

am not sure” when asked how he
has such big scoring games. “I
don’t even realize how many until
the end of the game,” he said.

He feels he’s improved “quite a
bit” this season.

“I am learning how to be a better
leader, talk and communicatee
more, and be more vocal. Scoring
is more just a part of the offense
and seeing what defenses give me
and reacting to it better,” Poythress
said. “I get double and triple
teamed most of the time. A lot of
teams play zone against us, too. I
feel like when I get to Kentucky, I
can show more of my game be-
cause I will be guarded single and
can work the defense a lot better.”

Cooper likes Poythress’ ability to
run the court and how explosive he
is going to the basket, two strengths
Poythress says are big parts of his
game. “But I can shoot, rebound. I
can do a lot more stuff. I feel like I
can pass and see the court well,
too,” he said.

What about a weakness in his
game?

“I am not really sure. I have not
thought about that,” he said after
hesitating as he pondered his an-
swer. “I probably do (have weak-
nesses). I just don’t know exactly
what they would be.”

Cooper says he “gets on”
Poythress, who picked Kentucky
over Florida and Vanderbilt,  just
like any other player and his star
accepts coaching well.

“He is not really into individual
awards. He just wants our team to
do well and will do whatever I need
him to do to make that happen,”
Cooper said. 

He was born in Georgia and
moved to Clarksville when he was
in the fourth grade. 

“I always played basketball my
whole life. I played football, I
played tennis a little bit, too. I am
okay at tennis. Not the best. In foot-
ball, I played receiver and could
catch. I played five years and
stopped my freshman year to focus
on basketball. I loved playing foot-
ball, but I as just better in basket-
ball and continued to play
basketball because I knew that’s
where my future was.”

He says his twin sister, who is 18
minutes older than him, probably
had the biggest influence on his
basketball career.

“She used to play basketball all
the time and she went hard all the
time, and I saw that,” Poythress
said. “We get along well and are
real close. She’s looking to play vol-
leyball in college, so I’m not sure
where she’s going to school. But
she really helped me develop as a
player.”

e biggest overall influence in
his life has been his mother,
Regina.

“She has been there for me and
I really enjoy her and appreciate
her. She is big on athletics. She
used to play ball. She really enjoys
watching me play. She knows
more than she lets on and she
watches me a lot,” he said.

Poythress has a 3.9 grade-point
average, partially due to the work
ethic his mother instilled in him.

“Yes sir, I have always taken
school seriously. Academics are
very important to me. Probably my
mom instilled that in me. She has
always been hard on me about my
grades and keeping them up. I
have always had good grades, so
there was never really a problem
about that,” he said. “I plan on
major in marketing. I always
wanted to work for Nike or some-
thing like that. I think that would
be interesting.”

Cooper says Poythress is an “in-
teresting” person himself and one
that likes to fit in with his peers.

“If I am not playing basketball,
I  just hang out with teammates on
the weekends and play video
games and act like a normal kid,”
Poythress said. “I do like my team-
mates a lot. I have just known
them for a long time. We are child-
hood friends and I want to be with
them all I can. ey don’t cut me

any slack. ey just act normal
with me. I would not

want them to be in
awe. I want

them to treat me  just like one of
them because that is what I am. I
will miss all my friends and rela-
tionships here and my family. It
will be tough leaving here for Ken-
tucky because I really like it here.”

Cooper’s daughter, Chandler,
knows Poythress well. Al Cooper
coached his daughter and
Poythress’ sister, Alexis, when they
were younger and Chandler
Cooper will play basketball at
Florida after also having Kentucky
among her final list of five schools.

“Alex is very quiet and soft spo-
ken until you really get to know
him. He can also be kind of
goofy,” Chandler Cooper said.
“But the biggest misconception
about Alex is that all the hype has
changed him. He’s still the most
humble person you will ever see.
He’s the same person I have al-
ways known.

“We always joked about going
to college to play basketball. We
joked about going to the same
school, but we had to find the right
fits for us both. But I will definitely
follow his career at Kentucky and
we will continue to be friends. I see
the players at Kentucky now and
he will fit right in. He could come
in as a freshman and sophomore
and do big things. One day it will
be crazy to say my friend Alex is in
the NBA and there’s no doubt he
will be.”

One reason Poythress signed
early with Kentucky was so he
could concentrate on his senior
season. He says that has worked to
an extent.

“Teams played harder against
us because of me and my team’s
success,” he said. “But I know
where I am going and didn’t have
to worry about coaches calling or
visiting, so that was nice.

“I’ve had a lot of UK fans show
up for games. ey have their own
little section in the gym most of the
time. It is kind of cool they come
and show their support.”

at has given him an indica-
tion of what UK fans are like and
what playing in 24,000-seat Rupp
Arena will be like.

“I think it will be crazy. ey are

the best fans in all of college bas-
ketball. I am pretty excited about
that,” he said. “Playing in Rupp is
going to be a change and be pretty
hectic, but you just have to play
hard and not worry about fans.
You are just playing basketball.
Nothing to get nervous about. I am
a pretty laid back guy. I just like to
chill, so I think I can handle it
without letting it bother how I
play.”

Poythress laughed when he said
he did watch Kentucky’s recent
practice that was shown on
ESPNU.

“It was pretty amazing. Most
coaches won’t let TV and cameras
in practice, but Cal (John Calipari)
didn’t mind,” Poythress said.

He’s not sure what impact that
might have had on potential UK
recruits such as Nerlens Noel and
Shabazz Muhammad, the top two
ranked players in the 2012 recruit-
ing class.

“I talk to a few of the recruits
from time to time on Twitter or I
text them. I pay attention a little bit
to what they are doing, but I am
not really focused on them. I am
focused on my high school team.
If they come, good. If not, we will
worry about ourselves. Coach Cal
will have good players. I know
that,” he said.

Poythress says he knows current
Wildcats Kyle Wiltjer and Anthony
Davis. Both have told him the
same thing about playing at Ken-
tucky.

“ey say it is hard and you have
to work hard every day because
they will not give it to you. But with
hard work comes a lot of success
and lot of reward,” Poythress said.
“It is fun. ey are playing basket-
ball 24/7 and doing what they love.
at’s always fun. How could it not
be, especially at Kentucky?”

Poythress says Calipari “re-
minds me a lot of my high school
coach” on and off the court.

“He is just comfortable with you
and just speaks the real truth to
you. He tells you what you need to
hear even if that is not always what
you want to hear,” Poythress said.

Poythress admits the way Cali-
pari has put players from all posi-
tions into the NBA early caught his
attention.

“I like the player development,
I really do. I know I am not there
yet (ready for the NBA)  and have
a long way to go. Hopefully I will
get there one day,” he said. “I un-
derstand I have to get a lot better
and tighten up a lot of areas of my
game. I wil just try to do it and get
there with coach Cal’s help. But
you can’t focus on that. You focus
on wining and getting better and
then coach Cal says everything
takes care of itself.”
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ONE PAY LEASE
2012 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB • 2012 JEEP LIBERTY • 2012 DODGE DURANGO

725 Maple Avenue, Danville • 859-236-3217 or Toll-Free: 1-877-773-3217 • www.boballenmotormall.com

YOUR CHOICE
36 MO. LEASE* - DRIVE FOR 

$3,985
ANNUALLY 

*36 month closed end lease. $11,995 due at signing.
Limited to 10,000 miles per year. No security deposit

required. With approved credit, not all customers will qualify.

Volume             Dealer  

+Based upon Great Lakes Business Center RAM retail sales
reports of 295 RAM dealers Jan. - Dec. 2011.

#1 in Kentucky, Ohio,
Indiana & Michigan+

Poythress likes future at Kentucky

Coach Al Cooper, right says UK signee Alex Poythress reminds him in
many ways of fromer Wildcat Ron Mercer, a player he coached in
Nashville.   Photo by Joe Hafley


