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Nerlens Noel
Age: 18

Height, weight: 6-10, 228

Position: Forward

Class: Freshman

Hometown: Everett, Mass.

High school: The Tilton School

About Noel: As USA Today’s National Player of the Year last season, he became the crown 
jewel in the latest celebrated Kentucky/Calipari freshman class. Noel (pronounced Know-
ELL) averaged 12.6 points, 3.9 blocks and 7.2 rebounds per game as a senior at Tilton. 
Noel said over the summer that, as a means of motivating himself, he hopes to pursue 
Anthony Davis’ freshman shot-blocking records, though Noel has largely downplayed com-
parisons to Davis. In his first competitive action at Kentucky, Noel blocked seven shots 
during the Wildcats’ Blue-White scrimmage.

Noel on the perception that he can be UK’s Anthony Davis 
this season: “Fans may think that. At the end of the day, I 
know what I am.”

Calipari on Noel’s style of play and presence around the 
basket: “He’s not ever going to be Shaq (Shaquille O’Neal). 
But he’s really quick and fast. … If a kid is quick, really quick, 
going to the ball, now you’ve got a chance of being special.”

Jarrod  
Polson
Age: 21    Height, weight: 6-2, 189

Position: Guard    Class: Junior

Hometown: Nicholasville    High school: West Jessamine

About Polson: After leading his high school team to the 
second round of the 2010 Sweet Sixteen, Polson faced a 
fork-in-the-road decision familiar to many Kentucky players 
over the years: Possibly be a bit player at UK or fill up the 
memory banks with much more playing time at a lower level. 
He picked Kentucky over Liberty. In his two UK seasons,  
Polson hasn’t played much (62 minutes). But when he does 
enter the waning minutes of a game already decided,  
he shows an admirable determination to play basketball.  
He ignores the home crowd’s urging for a shot (any shot). 
Rather than a shooting gallery, the game retains its soul  
when Polson looks to execute rather than score.

Polson on his minutes (31 to 21) and games played  
(17 to 11) diminishing from freshman to sophomore season: 
“Frustrated at times, really. But, obviously, you can’t complain 
much when you’re on a national championship team.  
You’re part of that team and that in itself is a great thing.  
But, obviously, just being a player, you always want to be  
in the game and contributing.”

Calipari on Polson’s growth curve as a player entering  
a third UK season: “Probably improved as much as anybody 
that I saw in (off-season) workouts.”


