
 WASHINGTON — Amer-
ica will choose a president 
this week. It may not choose 
a course for the nation. 

The country nears Elec-
tion Day 2012 divided and 
polarized over the two major 

party candidates, suggesting 
a close verdict in either direc-
tion and a refusal to coalesce 

behind one or the other. 
President Barack Obama 

could be defeated, just four 
years after seizing the presi-
dency with a solid majority 
amid a promise of hope and 
change. 

Or, he could eke out a nar-
row victory. If the polls are 
a guide, he could win with a 
smaller margin than his first 
election, making him the first 

re-elected president to do 
that in nearly a century. 

The division reflects the 
tepid state of the economy 
— not growing fast enough 
to ensure an easy re-election, 
nor bad enough to guarantee 
defeat. 

But it also reflects the 
age, a period of political drift 
since the end of the Cold War 
that’s seen neither political 

party able to muster a solid, 
enduring majority, and an 
electorate prone to frequent 
dramatic swings. 

Both of the major parties 
have aggravated the division. 
Their unprecedented flood 
of negative ads and attacks 
have been designed to court 
their own base of supporters, 
while further polarizing the 

CLOSE VOTE COULD 
EXACERBATE IT

Nation’s political division likely to endure

By Steven Thomma
McClatchy Newspapers
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Sending money to Mitt: Wall 
Street is giving three dollars to 
Romney for every one dollar it 
contributes to Obama. Page A10
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL
SEASON PREVIEW

28-PAGE, FULL-COLOR SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE 
A complete guide to the University of Kentucky men’s and women’s 

teams and a look at the upcoming season around the state

ALSO INSIDE TODAY: 
An 8-page guide to the 
Tuesday election, from 
the race for president 

to the contests for 
Urban County Council.

NOVEMBER 4, 2012 METRO FINAL EDITION  1 $2.00

Coupons inside up to $246
Total value might vary by ZIP code

MUST 
READS

MUST 
CLICKS

» Breeders’ Cup, D1:
Fort Larned holds 
off Mucho Macho 
Man in stretch duel 
for the Classic
■ See a photo gallery  
at Kentucky.com

» Big Blue Sunday, B1:
Vanderbilt shuts out 
UK 40-0 in front of 
a sparse crowd at 
Commonwealth 
Stadium
■ See a photo gallery  
at Kentucky.com

» Soccer finals, D1:
Tates Creek girls 
win state title in 
game delayed by 
thunderstorm

» Copious Notes, F1:
Singer Buffy Lawson 
finds her voice and 
an audience with 
latest album

» Ky. Book Fair, F3:
Kentucky Christmas 
among highlights at 
Kentucky Book Fair

» Photo galleries 
on Kentucky.com

See images from a 
Nicholasville 
diabetes fund-
raiser, the Red River 
Gorge endurance 
race, and Deadly 
Sins Burlesque

FALL BACK
Daylight-saving 
time ended Sunday.

JOE CRAFT
Coal, politics, Kentucky basketball

Billionaire at the center of it all

By 7:45 a.m. Sept. 18, a crowd 
had gathered under the white tent 
between the Joe Craft Center and 
the new Wildcat Coal Lodge at the 
University of Kentucky. Despite 
steady rain, the tent was filled with 
an assortment of UK movers, shak-

ers and boosters, excited to see 
the unveiling of a statue of former 
Coach Joe B. Hall.

Joseph W. Craft III got out 
of his white Chevy Tahoe with a 
Friends of Coal license plate and 
made his way to the tent, greeting 
people with hellos and handshakes. 
He moved through the tent with 

little fanfare — a quiet conversa-
tion with Athletics Director Mitch 
Barnhart, a handshake with Board 
of Trustees Chairman Britt Brock-
man — displaying the low-key as-
suredness of a billionaire coal op-
erator who makes things happen. 

On that day, Craft’s fingerprints 
were on everything: Craft gave $6 

million to help build the neighbor-
ing state-of-the-art practice facility 
that carries his name. He coordi-
nated the $8 million gift to build 
Wildcat Coal Lodge for the UK 
men’s basketball team, donating 
$4.5 million himself. He stipulated 
the word coal be put into the name 

By Linda B. Blackford
lblackford@herald-leader.com

Joe Craft, left, talked with Kentucky Coach John Calipari during the unveiling ceremony for a sculpture of former Kentucky men’s basketball coach Joe B. Hall 
held Sept. 18 at the new Wildcat Coal Lodge on the University of Kentucky campus. Craft was a major contributor for the lodge and commissioned the sculpture.
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See CRAFT, A8

Hazard native 
and Kentucky 
alum Joe 
Craft donated 
$6 million 
toward the 
construction 
of Joe Craft 
Center,  the 
UK men’s and 
women’s bas-
ketball prac-
tice facility.

Register at 859.967.5520
SaintJosephWeightLoss.org

KentuckyOneHealth.org

Choose the Right Team from the Name You Trust
Celebrating 10 years together with the same
practice of surgeons, program director and bariatric
professionals, our exceptional team is dedicated to
performing bariatric surgery at one facility.

Next FREE Weight Loss Seminar
November 12th at 4 p.m.
Education Center at Saint Joseph East, 160 N. Eagle Creek, Suite 200
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