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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Jessica Cannon, 36, Hopkinsville
Jessica Cannon enjoys

working with children. As a
teacher at University
Heights Academy, Cannon
spends her days teaching 4-
year-old preschool.

“The kids are like sponges
and they suck everything in
and I like to be part of that
process,” Cannon said. “I
want to make a difference in
a person’s life.”

Cannon
said her fa-
vorite part
of her job is
when her
children
grasp a
concept
she has been trying to
teach.

“I love when you can look
at a child and it clicks and

everything comes together,”
she said. “They sound out a
word and they know it.”

If she wasn’t a teacher
Cannon said she would love
to be a Broadway star.

“I love to be on stage,” she
said.

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

Train strikes semi
A train hit a semi 
in Pembroke on Thursday.
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BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA FEATURE WRITER 

Hopkinsville Mayor Dan Kemp
delivered an optimistic report on
the state of  the community
Thursday at the James E. Bruce
Convention Center. 

During his presentation at the
State of  the Community Vision
Plan Breakfast, Kemp empha-
sized the city’s economic growth.
He applauded a 21.3 percent in-

crease in the number of  busi-
nesses in Hopkinsville since
2000. He also reported an $8 mil-
lion cash reserve for the city. 

Kemp went on to discuss sev-
eral construction and develop-
ment projects planned for
downtown. He said the city will
be accepting bids for the new city
hall construction project in the
next week. The city hopes to se-
cure a contractor and break
ground on the new building in

June, he said. 
The new city hall will be built

at the site of  the old Planters
Bank building on South Virginia
Street. Once it is complete, the

Lackey Municipal Building will
be used by the Hopkinsville Po-
lice Department. 

The city is also planning a $1.5
million investment in six down-
town parks. There is $62,500 al-
lotted for developing a walking
bridge between Westside Park
and the walking path along Little
River. Kemp said funding for the
park projects has already been
secured and he expects develop-
ment to begin soon. 

“Expect to see a lot of  con-
struction going on,” Kemp said.   

David Ptaszek, chair of  the
Christian County Cares 2015 Vi-
sion Plan, reported on the plan’s
progress at the breakfast.
Ptaszek presented a 15-minute

video touting community
achievement since the plan’s in-
ception. According to the video,
928 jobs were added in Christian
County during 2011 through in-
dustry expansion in the area. 

The chamber is also restarting
its Care Committee Campaign,
which requests a $100 donation
per year from individuals in the
community. 

Hoppers unveil logo
The Christian County Cham-

ber of  Commerce revealed the
new logo for the Hoptown Hop-
pers baseball team at Thursday’s
breakfast. 

Mayor lauds economic growth 
Hoptown Hoppers also unveil 
logo at Vision Plan Breakfast

SEE GROWTH, PAGE A11

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

An online argument between
Todd County Central High School
students resulted in a minor law
enforcement presence at the
school Thursday morning.

Superintendent Mike Kenner
said the argument began on Face-
book when students started talk-
ing about starting a fight at
school the next day. The situation
escalated when rumors began
spreading about how serious the
fight would be. Some of  the ru-
mors included riots and someone
bringing a gun onto school prop-
erty.

“It really has been blown out of
proportion,” Kenner said. “With
social media, sometimes things
build up a life of  their own.”

About four students involved in
the online discussion were disci-
plined Wednesday, but Kenner
couldn’t comment on whether
they were in school Wednesday.
As a precautionary measure and
to alleviate possible tensions at
the school, sheriff ’s deputies and
Todd County Police Chief  Bruce
Marklin walked the school’s hall-
ways for about an hour Thursday.

At the end of  school, TCCHS
Principal Todd Marshall called
Marklin and said there were no
problems. Marklin agreed with
Kenner and said the argument
was exacerbated by gossip.

“Especially in a small county
like ours, things fly fast,” Marklin
said.

REACH BENJAMIN JOUBERT at 270-887-3240 
or bjoubert@kentuckynewera.com.

Facebook fuels
violent rumors 
at Todd County 
high school 

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Since construction started on the Hem-
lock Semiconductor plant in Clarksville,
Tenn., five new businesses have opened in
Guthrie, and several more plan to open
soon, Mayor Scott Marshall said.

The town welcomes the extra commerce.
But it has increased traffic congestion and
collisions on the town’s roads — particu-
larly at Kentucky 181 and U.S. 79, Marshall
said.

In response, local transportation officials
developed a $13-million plan to clear up a

“knot” of  highways. It involves widening
Kentucky 294 and moving Kentucky 181
farther west.

Their plan did not find a place in the new
2012-14 transportation budget. However,
with the right lobbying, it may fare better
in the 2014-16 budget, said Jeff  Moore, the
planning manager at the transportation
cabinet’s office in Bowling Green.

Marshall said several companies have
opened in Guthrie to provide contract
labor for HSC. The town also has new
restaurants and retail stores that cater to
HSC employees.

More businesses could open in Guthrie

as construction progresses, Moore said
Thursday. He was giving a presentation to
the transportation committee at Penny-
royal Area Development District.

“Hemlock becomes sort of  a mother hen,
and she starts to have chicks around her,”
he said.

Before Interstate 24 opened, western Ken-
tuckians typically went through Guthrie to
get to Nashville, Tenn., Moore said. Traffic
tended to build up in a spot where four
highways intersect near the state line,
Moore said.

Changes proposed for Guthrie’s highway ‘knot’

Hoptown Hoppers logo

SEE HIGHWAY, PAGE A11

Project Résumé

Little Big Town
to headline
Rivers & Spires

LOCAL/STATE A4

MONICA K. SMITH | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Students taking the Fashion and Interior Design class at Christian County High School pose for a photo after being in a fashion show as part of the Parent University “Ré-
sumé Writing & Interview Skills” workshop Thursday night at the Hopkinsville-Christian County Public Library. Students showcased appropriate interview apparel for vari-
ous employment opportunities. 

District duel:
Lady Cols roll 
Hoptown in softball
showdown 
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