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much to the happiness of
’Cats coach Jeff Wilcox.
The Shortstop has mistak-
enly identified Salow as a
senior a couple times this
season.

Double
�We’ll see if  Ashland

softball’s decision to take
spring break off  backfires
this week. The Kittens are 8-
0 and have outscored oppo-
nents 92-6 this season, but
haven’t played since March
30 (a 3-2 win over Wayne, W.
Va.). District and region ri-
val Boyd County is next. The
Lady Lions are coming off a
6-2 stint in Florida. The
teams clash Tuesday

evening at Ashland.
�Ashland Blazer High

School is the place to be on
Tuesday night. No offense to
other area teams, but Tom-
cats-Lions baseball and Kit-
tens-Lady Lions softball are
about as close as you get to
must-see during the regular
season within the 16th Re-
gion.

Triple
�East Carter softball is

off to a nice start, at 6-1. This
week will allow us to see
where the Lady Raiders
stand, as a rematch with
Rowan County (East took
first meeting 12-8) and a road
game with Ashland loom.
�Boyd County junior

Emily Stewart was voted by
coaches as the region’s top
player in a preseason poll.

She hasn’t disappointed so
far, as she comes off  a
tremendous week in Florida.
She hit better than .600 in
eight games down south, ac-
cording to Lady Lions coach
Geoff Stewart.
�The latest Kentucky

High School Baseball Coach-
es Association Poll has no
16th Region team in the top
25, with Ashland being the
only team receiving votes.
The Kentucky Softball
Coaches Association Poll
ranks Ashland 20th with
Boyd County receiving a vote.

Home run
�Don’t be discouraged by

the “weakness” of  16th Re-
gion baseball this year. For
one, the parity makes for an
engrossing race down the
stretch, and two, the beauty

of baseball is that even the
best teams in the state can
be beaten on a given day. So,
the State Tournament may
very well see a regional rep-
resentative enter the second
round this season.
�Greenup County base-

ball’s offense is beginning to
hit its stride. Musketeers
coach Greg Logan moved
Will McCall from the No. 2
spot, where he was hitting
behind leadoff hitter Jarred
Moore, to the latter half  of
the lineup. So far it’s paid off.
McCall has seven hits in the
last three games.
�Can Lewis County end

the Musketeers’ remarkable
63rd District streak tonight?
Greenup County hasn’t lost
a district game since 2007,
winning 34 straight.
�Russell hosts Lewis

County on Tuesday. The Red
Devils’ search for a replace-
ment for departed ace Bran-
don Boyd got a little more
enticing this past week after
Dylan Howard tossed a gem
in a 2-1 loss to West Jes-
samine. The junior threw a
complete game and allowed
just three hits.

Snyder’s 
Super Seven

BASEBALL
1. Boyd County (7-5)
2. Ashland (6-3)
3. Greenup County (6-6)
4. Lewis County (7-2)
5. East Carter (8-5)
6. Russell (3-7)
7. Fairview (5-8)

SOFTBALL
1. Ashland (8-0)
2. Boyd County (9-2)

3. Russell (8-2)
4. East Carter (6-1)
5. Menifee County (7-0)
6. West Carter (4-3)
7. Raceland (4-7)

Tweet the SS
Follow the Shortstop on

Twitter, @DindependentQB,
for scores and news
throughout the week.

Note from the PG
The Independent’s All-

Area girls and boys basket-
ball team, voted on by coach-
es, has been finalized and
team photos will take place
this week. Look for stories,
which will include Players
and Coaches of  the Year,
this coming weekend. 

AARON SNYDER can be reached at
asnyder@dailyindependent.com
or (606) 326-2664.
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DARRON CUMMINGS / AP

Bubba Watson hits out of the rough off the 10th hole during the a sudden-death playoff at the final round of the Masters
on Sunday.

“Somehow it fell in my
hands today,” said Watson,
who closed with a 68. “It’s
amazing. It’s a blur, the last
nine holes I don’t remember
anything. Somehow I guess I
cried all my tears out.” 
He was blubbering hard

on the 10th green, shoulders
heaving, for so many rea-
sons. Just two weeks ago, he
and his wife adopted a baby
boy, Caleb. The first person
on the green was his mother
— his father died right after
the Ryder Cup in 2010. And
suddenly, the powerful lefty
with a million shots in the
bag was a major champion.
“I never got this far in my

dreams,” Watson said in
Butler cabin, where defend-

ing champion Charl
Schwartzel helped him into
the green jacket. “It’s a bless-
ing. To go home to my new
son, it’s going to be fun.”
Oosthuizen was trying to

join Gene Sarazen in the
1935 Masters as the only ma-
jor champions to win with a
double eagle in the final
round. The former British
Open champion made one
clutch putt after another on
the back nine, none more
important than a 4-footer on
the 18th for a 69 to force the
playoff.
Both had a good look at

birdie at No. 18 on the first
extra hole and missed.
Watson, dressed all in

white and using a pink driv-
er, hooked one into the trees
and it appeared he would
have no shot at reaching the
green. Oosthuizen followed
him, clanged off a Georgia

pine and was left with 231
yards to the green. His ap-
proach came up short.
That’s when Watson, who

rarely hits a shot on a
straight line, came up with
the most magical shot of his
life.
“I was there earlier today,

during regulation,” he said.
“So I was used to it. I knew
what I was facing there. I
had a good lie, had a gap
where I had to hook it 40
yards or something. I’m pret-
ty good at hooking it.”
Oosthuizen was in the

fairway. All he could see was
a corridor of fans leading in-
to the woods.
“I had no idea where he

was,” Oosthuizen said.
“Where I stood from, when
the ball came out, it looked
like a curve ball. Unbeliev-
able shot. That shot he hit
definitely won him the tour-

nament.”
They finished at 10-under

278, two shots ahead of four
players who kept it close and
made the Masters as com-
pelling as ever.
Phil Mickelson, playing in

the final group for the fourth
time, recovered from a triple
bogey on the par-3 fourth
hole and still managed to
stay in the game. He could
only make two-putt birdies
on the two par 5s on the back
and shot 72.
“It’s disappointing that I

didn’t grab that fourth
green jacket,” said Mickel-
son, whose wife and three
kids flew in from San Diego
on Sunday. 
“It’s disappointing that I

didn’t make it happen on the
back nine and get the putts
to fall, even though I felt like
I was hitting them pretty
good”.

Bubba
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listening to his explanation
for why he gave this Mas-
ters away could only look at
him in perplexed silence.
“Tactically I hit that shot

where I had to hit it, which
is at the bunker,” Mickel-
son insisted. “Anything left
of  the pin is fine but the
right side is almost a sure
bogey.”
Well, almost anything.

Mickelson’s shot missed
the bunker, careened off  a
metal railing on the grand-
stand and ended up in some
bushes in a wooded area
short and left of  the green
on the par-3. He could have
taken an unplayable, but
that would have meant go-
ing back to the tee and hit-
ting what would be his
third shot, so he tried to im-
provise.
Lefty turned righty, and

it wasn’t pretty. He turned a
wedge around and tried to
hack the ball out, but it
moved only about a yard.
He did it again, pulling it
behind the left bunker, then
compounded his mistake
by chunking his next one in
the bunker.
When it was all over he

had made six, his second
triple bogey of  the tourna-
ment. There was still lots of
golf  to be played, but the
damage had already been
done.
“If  it goes into people and

stops right there, no prob-
lem,” Mickelson said. “If  it
goes into the grandstand,
no problem. It hit the metal
railing and shot in the
trees. And not only was it
unplayable, but I couldn’t
take an unplayable. There
was no place to go other
than back to the tee. So I
took the risk of  trying to hit
it a few times.”
To be fair, the 240-yard

hole was playing tough,
second on this day only to
No. 1. But 41 of  the 63 play-
ers in the final round man-
aged to make par by aiming

at the green, and only one
player beside Mickelson
made worse than bogey. His
triple bogey on the way to a
final-round 72 was the
worst score of  the day on
the hole, not that they give
out any awards for that.
What made it even worse

was that this Masters was
Mickelson’s for the taking.
He had the experience of
being in the final group,
and he was coming off  a
nifty 66 the day before that
left him just a shot behind
Peter Hanson. They didn’t
even need to find a green
jacket to fit him in the
wardrobe closet in the club-
house, because Mickelson
had won three already.
He was practically bub-

bling with excitement the
night before, so eager was
he to get out and show Bub-
ba Watson and others how
the final round is supposed
to be done at the Masters.
“I love it here and I love

nothing more than being
in the last group on Sun-
day at the Masters,” Mick-
elson said then. “It’s the
greatest thing in profes-
sional golf.”
Take away the fourth

hole, and it was great. Mick-
elson made birdies on three
par-5s coming in, and still
had an outside chance to
get in a playoff  if  he could
have made birdies on two
of  the last three holes. Ifs
are not allowed in tourna-
ment golf, but if  Mickelson
had just made par on No. 4
like 41 other players did he
would have been celebrat-
ing on the 18th green in-
stead of  commiserating
with his family outside the
clubhouse.
He’s spent the better part

of  his career analyzing —
and over analyzing — what
should be a simple game.
He might have won eight
major championships by
now instead of  four had he
not been so sure that he
had a better way to do
things on the golf  course
than any of  the greats and
not-so-greats who came be-
fore him.
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in one stretch, including 12
straight before Bruce home-
red with two outs in the sixth
inning to give Cincinnati a 4-2
lead. He lasted six innings, al-
lowing four hits and four runs
with two walks and six strike-
outs. 
The Reds led 3-0 and 4-2 be-

fore the Marlins scored three
runs to take a 5-4 lead in the
seventh, which opened with

Arroyo hitting Greg Dobbs
with a pitch. Brett Hayes then
hit a hard shot into the left
field corner, but had to stop at
first as Dobbs hobbled into
second, where Gaby Sanchez
ran for him. 
Pinch-hitter Chris Coghlan

lined a double to the right-
center field wall to drive in
Sanchez and push Hayes to
third. Jose Reyes came up
with an RBI groundout to tie
the score and Emilio Bonifa-
cio singled to right through a
drawn-in Reds infield to give
Miami the lead. 

Reds
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Cardinals stomp Brewers 9-3
MILWAUKEE (AP)  Lance

Lynn pitched two-hit ball into
the seventh inning and the St.
Louis Cardinals beat the Mil-
waukee Brewers 9-3 on Sun-
day, taking two out of three
games from their NL Central
rivals to start the season. 
Ryan Braun hit his first

home run of the year for the
Brewers, a solo shot with the
game well out of reach in the
ninth. 

It was the third career start
for Lynn (1-0), who played a
key relief role during the Car-
dinals’ championship run last
season. The 24-year-old right-
hander was added to the rota-
tion after Chris Carpenter
went on the disabled list with
a shoulder problem this
spring. 
Corey Hart had a solo

homer in the fifth for Milwau-
kee after hitting a pair of

home runs Saturday. 
Lynn gave up one run and

struck out eight, a career high,
while walking only one in 6 2-
3 innings. He also picked
Braun off first base to end the
first and singled in the fourth
for his first career hit. 
Carlos Beltran hit a two-run

homer for the Cardinals, his
second of the season. Shane
Robinson added a three-run
shot in the ninth, the first

homer of his career. 
Randy Wolf (0-1) threw 108

pitches in five innings for the
Brewers, giving up three runs
and nine hits with a walk and
seven strikeouts. 
Cardinals manager Mike

Matheny made several lineup
changes for Sunday’s game,
starting Tyler Greene at sec-
ond base, Matt Carpenter at
first, Tony Cruz at catcher and
Robinson in center field.

Tebow draws big
Quarterback gives Easter speech in Texas

GEORGETOWN, Texas (AP)
Tim Tebow drew a crowd of
about 15,000 to an outdoor
Easter church service Sun-
day, telling the gathering it’s
important to be outspoken
about faith while admonish-
ing athletes about not being
better role models.
“In Christianity, it’s the

pope and Tebow right now,”
Celebration Church pastor
Joe Champion said. “We did-
n’t have enough room to
handle the pope.”
Tebow — devout Chris-

tian, backup NFL quarter-
back and cultural phenome-
non — has a flock of admir-
ers drawn as much to his re-

ligious leanings as his Heis-
man Trophy skills. 
Tebow told them he wel-

comed the attention on his
convictions as well as the
“Tebowing” prayer pose he
often strikes on the field be-
cause it puts his faith and
prayer in the public conver-
sation.
“It’s being talked about,”

he said. “That’s exciting.” 
Some at the “Easter on

the Hill” morning service
under sunny skies about 20
miles north of Austin drove
more 100 miles to hear
Tebow speak. The service
took on the feel of  a rock
concert with more than a

100 school buses shuttling
people to the sprawling
mega-church campus from
local shopping centers and
the nearby college.
The service was peppered

with lively Christian rock
songs and Tebow took the
large stage to cheers from
those who could see him
while others toward the
back watched on massive
video screens. He sat for a 20-
minute interview with
Champion to talk about his
faith and its role in his pub-
lic life.
“It’s OK to be outspoken

about your faith,” Tebow
said.

WILLIAM PHILPOTT / AP

New York Jets quarterback Tim Tebow speaks with pastor Joe Champion during Celebration
Church's Easter service in Georgetown, Texas on Sunday. 


