
P A G E  A 6

OPINION/COMMENTARY
THE INDEPENDENT / MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2012

IN OUR VIEW

A good fit
River Cities Harvest, food
bank partnership a plus 

Independent
The

Members of the Editorial Board
Eddie Blakeley, publisher

Mark Maynard, editor John Cannon, opinion page editor

Lee Ward, lifestyle editor Lisa Callihan, business manager

“In Your View” letters can be mailed to  The Independent, 
P.O. Box 311, Ashland, KY 41105-0311, sent to us by e-mail at 

letters@dailyindependent.com, faxed to us at 
(606) 326-2678, or delivered to our office at 

224 17th Street in downtown Ashland.

NRA merits share of blame
for the gun deaths in schools
O

h, another week, an-
other school shoot-
ing. Once again,
America yawns. This

one took place on April 1,
when another mentally ill per-
son secured use of  a handgun
and killed students at a pri-
vate Christian university in
East Oakland, Calif. At the
time of  this writing, seven
were dead and three wounded.
How have we become so in-

ured to mass violence that
could easily be controlled if
fewer people had access to
firearms? It’s not a matter of
rocket science to divine that
countries with stricter gun con-
trol laws witness fewer shoot-
ings and killings. We in gun-
happy America seem to have
forgotten this fact. Why?
One reason could be that

Americans are witnessing an
overall statistical decline in the
number of  elementary and sec-
ondary school deaths by vio-
lence. According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, there were 57 violent
deaths at U.S. schools in the
1992-93 school year. That
dropped to 33 in 2009-2010. Most
of  those deaths (84 percent)
were by gunshot.
So individual student deaths

are dropping, but at the same
time the average number of
mass killings at schools is go-
ing way up. The CDC also re-
ports so-called school-associat-
ed violent events with multiple
victims increased from one
event per school year in 1992 to

five events per
year six years
later. Between
1992 and 2001,
shooting was
the leading
cause of  violent
deaths in
schools.
In Gallup’s

last annual
crime poll, con-
ducted in Octo-
ber, 47 percent
of  American

adults reported “that they have
a gun in their home or else-
where on their property” — the
highest percentage since 1993,
when 54 percent made that
claim.
The National Rifle Associa-

tion has approximately 4 mil-
lion members, its public affairs
office says. That means that of
313 million residents of  this
country, 309 million don’t be-
long to that organization.
If  NRA membership is ap-

proximately one in 78 Ameri-
cans and at least half  of  U.S.
households do not keep a
weapon at home, why is the
tyranny of  the minority inflict-
ed on the rest of  us? The an-
swer has nothing to do with
reason and everything to do
with what has been called the
most powerful lobbying group
in America: The NRA.
The NRA is a primary exam-

ple of  what I'm beginning to be-
lieve is the un-governability of
the United States. If  the majori-
ty of  non-gun owners have to
be subjected to the extreme

rule of  a minority of  citizens,
how can we proceed as a united
nation? The NRA is so extreme
in its views, it succeeded in
rolling back the federal assault
weapons ban. Do hunters or
people trying to protect them-
selves against criminals need
assault weapons? No, only ter-
rorists and mass murderers
need assault weapons.
So one of  the most powerful

lobbying groups in America
lobbies for laws that assist ter-
rorists and, as we saw this
week in California, mentally
unstable people, to acquire
weapons. I know the NRA will
say I’m wrong. The typical re-
sponse is: Guns don’t kill peo-
ple, people kill people. Or, try
this one: Criminals only get
their hands on weapons illegal-
ly. So if  the laws were better en-
forced, there would be no
firearms in the hands of  mur-
derers.
We’ve heard it all. But in an

era of  repeat mass school and
other shootings, we need a real-
ity check. Criminals would not
have access to so many
weapons if  there were not so
many in circulation to begin
with.
The next time you see a news

report about a mass killing
with lots of  innocent people
dead, think NRA — no matter
what the NRA tells you.
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Unfair reporting in Florida shooting

A
lmost every Friday
morning, a friend and I
get together for strong
coffee and bracing po-

litical discussion, and some-
times he will say journalists lie.
No, I respond — they make mis-
takes and their biases pop
through their reporting, but it’s
not lying. What am I to argue
now that we’ve learned about
NBC News and the doctored
tape?
On broadcasts to millions,

NBC played a recording of a po-
lice officer’s conversation with
George Zimmerman the night
he shot and killed unarmed 17-
year-old Trayvon Martin in San-
ford, Fla. Zimmerman was pa-
trolling his neighborhood as a
citizen, called the cops, and, ac-
cording to NBC's version of the
conversation, said he had been
following someone who “looks
like he is up to no good. He looks
black.”
That's not how the conversa-

tion actually went. Zimmerman
said there was someone walking
around looking “like he's up to
no good, or he’s on drugs or
something,” and the officer on
the other end asked, “Is he
black, white or Hispanic?” Zim-
merman responded that the
man looked black.
The unchanged tape is a thou-

sand miles distant from the
mangled one, and NBC has said
it is sorry for “an error made in
the production process.” But
that is evasive mumbo jumbo.
The editing was not a technical
issue of production. It was a sub-

stantive issue of
content, and the
“error” hap-
pened to fit a
thesis of racist
homicide while
making the net-
work look like a
watchdog hero.
It seems to me to
have been error
with a purpose.
Sadly, very,

very sadly, this
NBC incident is

one of many possible examples
of an outlandish, rules-be-
damned rush to judgment in
which reporters and commenta-
tors are playing the roles of
crazed prosecutor, judge and ju-
ry not about to wait for evi-
dence.
According to a news report on

findings by the PEW Research
Center, news outlets have been
paying more attention to this
story than any other. For a
stretch, the MSNBC cable net-
work spent half its time on it,
and one of MSNBC’s hosts, long-
time racial agitator Al Sharpton,
has been leading protests. ABC
embarrassed itself  somewhat
less than NBC when it claimed
that a video of Zimmerman
showed no signs he had been at-
tacked by Martin. The issue
matters because the reason po-
lice did not arrest Zimmerman
was their believe he was defend-
ing himself. ABC was wrong
about the video. It checked with
forensic experts and changed its
story.

Some of the bad journalism
has been slightly more subtle.
But there has also been journal-
ism of the kind that produced
an eyewitness who says he saw
6-foot-2 Martin on top of Zim-
merman and that revealed how
Martin had been expelled from
school three times and was once
found in possession of jewelry
that was not his. Zimmerman,
we have learned, is himself a mi-
nority — his mother is Hispanic
— and has white as well as black
family members. Black friends
have spoken up for him.
What happened is a terrible

tragedy, and it is understandable
that many would react emotion-
ally. But many have also seen
journalistic unfairness in all of
this. Jack Pitney, a professor at
Claremont McKenna College, re-
cently told the Christian Science
Monitor that the story “under-
mines public confidence in
mainstream news media, which
is already pretty low.”
News is in a stage of dramatic

transition. Newspapers and
broadcast networks are in de-
cline as new media — cable TV,
blogs and more — are making
themselves felt in ways both
scary and encouraging. No one
knows where it will end. This
much we can bet on: If  mature
media forsake reasonable stan-
dards, it will end badly.
The tipping point cometh.
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S
ome marriages are
meant to be, and the
recent partnership
formed between River

Cities Harvest and the Hunt-
ington Area Food Bank may
well be one of  those. 
Both non-profit agencies

have similar missions to feed
the hungry and serve some of
the same areas. By working
closer together, both should be
able to do a better, more effi-
cient job of  meeting the needs
of  area low-income families
and of  the agencies that serv-
ice the poor. 
Bob Owen, River Cities Har-

vest operations coordinator,
said one of  the major benefits
of  the new partnership is it
will make it much less expen-
sive for RCH to supply the
agencies it serves with foods
rich in protein. Most notably,
Owen said, RCH will be able to
purchase beef  — for which it
had been paying roughly $2 a
pound — for 19 cents a pound
though the food bank.
Additionally, the alliance

will enable RCH to provide
more different types of  food
than in the past. “We’ll be able
to get all kinds of  items we did-
n’t have access to previously,”
he said.
River Cities Harvest, found-

ed more than 20 years ago by
group of  Ashland Oil retirees
headed by Jim Fout, is primari-
ly a food recovery agency in
which volunteers pick up sur-
plus food — that which is past
its sale date but still is safe to
consume — from area restau-
rants and supermarkets and
distributes it to agencies like
the Ashland Community
Kitchen,  Safe Harbor, the Hill-
crest-Bruce Mission, the Shel-
ter of  Hope, the Salvation
Army, church food pantries, lo-
cal school resource centers,
Helping Hands in Greenup
County and the City Welfare
Mission in Ironton. River Cities
Harvest saves agencies like the
Community Kitchen — which
serves lunches five days a week

and dinners two nights a week
at The Neighborhood — thou-
sands of  dollars annually in
food costs.
Even before announcing the

new partnership at a recent
press conference, RCH and the
food bank had a close working
relationship. A representative
from the food bank has served
on the board of  River Cities
Harvest for many years, and
Scott Frasure, development di-
rector for HAFB, was a VISTA
worker for River Cities Harvest
before joining the food bank. A
number of  agencies served by
RCH regularly purchase food
from the food bank.
The new partnership will

provide a new distribution
channel for some of  the thou-
sands of  pounds of  produce
grown every year for RCH by
inmates of  the Federal Correc-
tional Institution at Summit,
Owen said. Last summer, the
garden yielded 40,000 pounds
of  fresh vegetables.
RCH also will be able to take

advantage of  the food bank’s
affiliation with Feeding Amer-
ica, the largest hunger relief
agency in the country. RCH an-
nually gets a truckload of  food
from Feed the Children,
thanks largely to the support
of  Naomi Judd. 
Owen said the alliance be-

tween RCH and HAFB made
so much sense it was some-
what surprising the two hadn’t
joined forces before now. The
two agencies have overlapping
service areas — HAFB serves
four counties in Kentucky, in-
cluding Boyd and Greenup,
along with 12 in West Virginia
and one in Ohio. The organiza-
tion provides food to 260 agen-
cies in that territory.
River Cities Harvest and the

Huntington Area Food Bank
will keep their separate identi-
ties, but by working more
closely together, both should
be able to do their jobs better.
That’s a huge positive for this
region.

T
eenage girls are twice as
likely to use cell phones
and other electronic de-
vices while driving. And

the more comfortable they be-
come driving, the more they use
such devices.
Those findings are from a AAA

Foundation for Traffic Safety
study released this week. It rein-
forces the AAA position — and
that of  others — that a ban on
texting while driving will save
lives.
Car crashes are the leading

causes of death among teenagers.
While teen girls text, talk and en-
gage in some form of potentially

distracted behavior more, teen
boys are more likely to turn
around in their seats while driv-
ing and communicate to people
outside of the vehicle.
The study looked at 50 North

Carolina families with teen driv-
ers. Cameras were installed in
cars. It’s no surprise that poten-
tially distracting activities de-
creased when parents were in the
car with the teen drivers. When
those parent passengers were re-
placed with multiple teens, loud
conversation and horseplay were
twice as likely to occur.

The Transcript
Norman, Okla.

Texting ban will save lives


