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PRIDE Spring Cleanup day to be Saturday
Staff report

LOUISA Judge-Executive John
Osborne has designated April as
PRIDE Spring Cleanup month in
Lawrence County. He an-
nounced the Lawrence County
Cleanup will be Saturday with
opportunities to volunteer earli-
er.
Osborne’s proclamation en-

courages Lawrence residents to
participate in the cleanup to pre-

serve the area’s beauty and take
responsibility for its natural re-
sources.
Residents may volunteer be-

fore the cleanup or on the desig-
nated date. Volunteers will re-
ceive free T-shirts, while sup-
plies last, and receive a free
lunch.
“I invite everyone who likes to

see our county clean to join the
Lawrence County Cleanup,” Os-
borne said. “This will be a great

chance to work together as
neighbors and show we care
about our community.”
Registration will be from 9 to

10 a.m. Saturday on the court-
house lawn. Volunteers will re-
ceive trash bags, safety vests and
gloves provided by Eastern Ken-
tucky PRIDE. Workers may
choose their own pickup sites.
At 12:30 p.m., volunteers are

invited to an appreciation cook-
out hosted by the Lawrence

County Extension Office at 249
Industrial Park Road.
Those who volunteer before

Saturday may pick up supplies
at Osborne’s office. Litter-filled
bags should be left on the road-
side and results reported to Os-
borne’s office.
The cleanup is hosted by

PRIDE, southern and eastern
Kentucky’s environmental
cleanup and education cam-
paign. Local governments organ-

ize cleanup activities, and
PRIDE provides supplies and
support.
Sponsors are Waste Connec-

tions of  Kentucky (gold), Out-
door Venture Corp. (silver), New
Horizon Graphics (bronze),
Lightyear Network Solutions
(bronze) and Owens Auto &
Truck Parts (bronze).
To volunteer or for more in-

formation, call Osborne’s office
at (606) 638-4102.

Please don’t
watch my
neighborhood

I
t would have been funny had
it not been so obviously stu-
pid.

I’m talking about the story in
the Tampa Tribune pointing out
that, at the upcoming Republican
National Convention, there will

be a “clean
zone” around
the convention
center within
which certain
items will not be
permitted.
Leave your

water pistols
home. Don’t try
to sneak in a
piece of string
more than six
inches long. And
don't wear a
mask.

All these items, plus things like
air guns and plastic and metal
pipe, are considered security
threats. The mayor of Tampa be-
lieves he can head off violent pro-
testors who might squirt each
other to death.
Guess what is not prohibited.

That would be real guns. Yep,
anyone with a concealed carry li-
cense can pack heat in the clean
zone.
So no squirting water, but lead,

OK.
See, Florida law bans open car-

rying of handguns, but not con-
cealed ones. So anyone with a li-
cense can waltz into the clean
zone with a loaded gun tucked in-
to their pocket. No problem.
OK., I hear you loud and clear

— blah blah blah gun rights blah
blah Second Amendment blah
blah. But what about inside the
convention center? That’s anoth-
er story. No guns there. The Se-
cret Service is setting up a securi-
ty zone around the convention
and no guns get through, not
even to convention-goers with
concealed carry permits. 
Why aren’t the candidates,

their media surrogates and party
officials demanding their consti-
tutional rights?
Obviously, convention-goers

are all law-abiding citizens,
which means there is no chance
of them using their firearms for
nefarious purposes.
Remember, only law-abiding

citizens can get concealed-carry
licenses, right? And once a law-
abiding citizen, always a law-
abiding citizen. Right?
Like George Zimmerman.

Block watcher, protector of the
neighborhood. Wouldn’t hurt a
fly, his family and friends say.
But he did kill 17-year-old

Trayvon Martin. You’ve read all
the stories so no need to recapitu-
late the entire saga here. From
my perspective, the case revolves
around one exchange between
Zimmerman and dispatchers,
who clearly discouraged him
from following Martin.
Zimmerman ignored the in-

struction. I don’t think anyone is
disputing that. I wonder why he
did so.
Here is what I think: Zimmer-

man is a wannabe cop, who used
“neighborhood watch” and Flori-
da’s “Stand your ground” law as
excuses to play out his law en-
forcement fantasies. There was a
part of him that was itching for a
confrontation with Martin, and
he figured he had legal cover.
Had he waited for the real cops

to come — you know, the ones
with the training and the badges
who could have checked Martin
out without shooting him — he
would have lost his golden oppor-
tunity to shout, “Freeze!” Or
maybe try out his Dirty Harry
impression: “Do you feel lucky,
punk?”
I bet Zimmerman has that

clench-jawed, squint-eyed look
down perfect.
How many times did Zimmer-

man stand before a mirror and
practice drawing on himself? I
wonder.
Here’s what else I wonder: How

many other latter-day Travis
Bickles are out there, squinting
at their reflections and asking,
“Are you looking at me?”

Washed by the water

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

ASHLAND On Easter Sunday
with a background of  blooming
dogwood trees, Westwood fire-
fighter Ralph Puckett was bap-
tized in Jesus’ name in the pond
in Central Park.
“He comes to us as a brand

new babe in Christ,” said the
Rev. Marty Gute, wearing waders
and preaching in a clear voice
that rose above the sound of  the
pond’s fountains and people
playing nearby. Much as with
newborns at the nearby hospital,
Gute reminded the audience of
more than three dozen their new
brother needs their support and
strength to fulfill his commit-
ment to Christ. “Lift him up.
Wrap your arms around him and
care for him and see to his suc-
cess. Help him along. Raise him
up in Jesus’ name.”
Wearing his duty clothes,

Puckett removed his shoes and
entered the water with bare feet,
proclaiming “Lord have mercy!”
as the cold water his waistline.

Standing between Gute and the
Rev. Jack Powers, Puckett
smiled and crossed him arms
over his chest as the preachers
firmly held on and immersed
him.

Gute, who carried the baptism
in the park home with him from
an event in Lexington, said Puck-
ett approached him about being
baptized in the park on Easter af-
ter he accepted Jesus at Church
Without Walls on the day after
he wed his wife, Judy.
Puckett, 31, said he just liked

the idea of  being baptized at the
pond in the park.
“I’ve wanted to do it for a long

time,” he said.
Powers said Puckett’s baptism

was an event to be proud of.
“It shows Ralph’s commit-

ment to Jesus Christ, but it also
shows the community that lives
are being changed,” he said, lat-
er adding he personally prefers
public baptism in places like the
pond in the park or the nearby
Ohio River. “And, I hope it helps
people realize that Jesus is still
in control. I hope it makes people
ask themselves, ‘Am I in the
right standing?’ It also shows
Christianity still lives.”
Armed with an archival photo

of a huge crowd gathered around
a baptism in the area where the

Ashland Tennis Center now
stands, Gute noted baptizisms
were once much anticipated by
the public.
“This used to be a community

thing years ago. People cheered
that commitment,” he said, not-
ing churches were once served
as more of  a social and civic cen-
ter for daily life.
Gute said the park pond was

“not very deep and kind of  pleas-
ant,” before adding the Rev. Tim
Holmes may have best summed
up the spirit of  the day by point-
ing out, “Years ago they said a
person was ‘seized up with great
affection.’ That’s what we expe-
rienced here today.”
As a saturated and smiling

Puckett cleared the ladder placed
at the edge of  the pond before
embracing his wife, Powers ex-
tended an invitation to others
who heard a calling from within.
“We’re already wet. Just come

onto the ladder and come into
the water,” he said.
Standing in the sun to dry,

Gute said anyone who wants to
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The Rev. Jack Powers, left, and the Rev. Marty Gute baptize Ralph Puckett in the pond at Central Park in Ashland on Sunday.

Man baptized on Easter at Central Park

Woman arrested on felony theft charge
By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND The following infor-
mation was taken from Ashland
Police Department reports:

Shoplifting
‰A Rowan County woman

was arrested on a felony
theft charge Thursday after
she allegedly tried to steal
merchandise valued at $719
from J.C. Penney.
Katie Allison, 33, of

Clearfield, was also served
with an outstanding warrant
for failure to appear.
Allison was lodged in the

Boyd
County
Detention
Center ,
where she
remained
on Friday.

‰�In a
separate
incident
on Thurs-

day, Penney’s reported the
theft of  merchandise valued at
$410.

Assault
‰A woman on Thursday re-

ported she was assaulted by

another woman shortly after 4
p.m. in the Midtown Shopping
Center parking lot.

‰A man and woman were ar-
rested on assault charges
Wednesday following an alter-
cation in the 3300 block of  Cen-
tral Avenue. The woman, An-
gela S. Wages, 22, was charged
with second-degree assault, a
felony, for allegedly injuring
the man with a “dangerous in-
strument.”
The man was charged with

fourth-degree assault, a misde-
meanor.

Exposure
‰Police are investigating

an incident that allegedly oc-
curred April 1 in the 2400
block of  Lincoln Avenue in
which a man allegedly ex-
posed himself  to a female ju-
venile and also may have in-
appropriately touched the
girl.

Sexual abuse
‰A unknown man reported-

ly had sexual contact with a
woman without her consent
Wednesday at a location on
Condit Street, police said. 

KENNETH HART can be reached at
khart@dailyindependent.com or (606)
326-2654.

INDICTMENTS
GREENUP The following defen-

dants were named in indictments
returned recently by a Greenup
County grand jury:

‰Nikki Carter, 47, of  Wurt-
land, charged with fraudulent
use of a credit card.

‰Kristopher Ray Conklin, 23,
of South Shore, charged with sec-
ond-degree burglary and second-
degree persistent felony offender.

‰ Shawn Crabtree, 36, of
Greenup, charged with third-de-

gree assault on a police officer
and second-degree persistent
felony offender.

‰Amanda L. Dejesus, 20, of
Flatwoods, charged with five
counts of second-degree criminal
possession of  a forged instru-
ment.

‰ Jared M. Everman, 23, of
Rush, charged with six counts of
third-degree rape.

‰Mark Anthony Flannery, 30,
of  New Boston, charged with
first-degree burglary, theft, poses-
sion of a handgun by a convicted
felon and second-degree persist-

ent felony offender.
‰Daniel R. Furnier, 33, of

Wheelersburg, charged with sec-
ond-degree burglary, theft and
first-degree persistent felony of-
fender.

‰Laura Leann Gartin, 33, of
Greenup, charged with five
counts of second-degree criminal
possession of  a forged instru-
ment.

‰ Jason E. Griffith, 41, of
Dixon, charged with identity
theft and first-degree persistent
felony offender.

‰Wayne E. Howard, 52, of

Greenup, charged with theft by
deception.

‰�Seth M. Large, 27, of Ironton,
charged with first-degree burgla-
ry and theft.

‰�Charles A. Lemaster, 26, of
Flatwoods, charged with five
counts of second-degree criminal
possession of  a forged instru-
ment.

‰�Brandon L. White, 25, of
Portsmouth, charged with four
counts of theft by deception.

‰�Ryan A. Vaughn, 23, of  Flat-
woods, charged with theft.

The Rev. Marty Gute, front, and
Ralph Puckett stand near the
pond in Central Park before Puck-
ett’s baptism Sunday.
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